1. Cabinet Approves 99,446 Crore Employment-Linked
Incentive Scheme

Cabinet Okays
99,446 Cr

{

Incentive to §
Boost Jobs

A total outlay of 99,446 crore % are under the Union Cabinet approval to provide more than 3.5 crore
employment in the next two years through an Employment-Linked Incentive (ELI) Scheme. The program
has direct financial incentives to the employers and new employees with the scheme being concentrated on
the manufacturing industry. It contains the weighted incentives that are based on salary, as well as the
minimum requirements on the amount hired. The payments will be done through DBT through
Aadhaar-enabled systems. The program can also help official growth in the workforce and help the
objectives of Aatmanirbhar Bharat.

Context

e In an attempt to solve the problems of increased unemployment and enhanced employment creation
particularly among the young people, the Government of India has introduced the ELI scheme.

e |t belongs to the comprehensive policy of employment within the framework of the 2024-25 Union
Budget.
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Unveiling the ELI Scheme's Impact

|g~{} Increased Employment

.1 Enhanced Employment
Creation

.: Policy Framework

Key Highlights

Objectives

Create 3.5 crore employment in two years.
Promote new hire employment.

Enhance the manufacturing industry.
Encourage legalization of labor.

Scheme Segments

Part A- Bonus to the First-time Employees
e 25 percent of one month salary (up to 15,000) in two annuities after 6 and 12 months.
e This will apply to employees with a 1 lakh/month or less pay scale.
e First deposit entails the training of financial literacy.

Part B- Employer Incentive
e Incentives of between 1,000 (Rupees) and 3,000 (Rupees) a month depending on payroll.
e The production industry was given incentives on a two-year basis.
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Employment Scheme Structure

Budget Allocation

Gross expenditure of Rs.99, 446 crares

Eligibility Criteria

Salaries up to 1 lakh per month

Payment Mechanism

Direct Benefit Transfer via Aadhaar-based
system

Hiring Mandate

Companies must employ 8 minimum number of
waorkers

Incentive Structure Based on EPF Salary

EPF Salary Range (%) | Monthly Incentive (%)

<10,000 1,000
10,001 — 20,000 2,000
20,001 - 1,00,000 3,000

Hiring Mandate:
e Companies having less than 50 employees: employ 2 or more workers.
e Companies employing 50 or more people: employ 5 or more workers.

Payment Mechanism
e Employees: Direct Benefit Transfer on Aadhaar-based payment system (ABPS).
e Employers: Transfer associated with PAN-verified bank account.

Eligibility
e Up to 1lakh salaries per month.
e The jobs generated during August 1, 2025 to July 31, 2027.

Allocation and Budget
e Gross expenditure: Rs.99,446 crores.
e A component of the 2 lakh crore employment scheme in the union budget 2024 25.

Impact of Employment-Linked Incentive Scheme:
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Employment: It is projected to generate over 3.5 crore jobs of which major considerations will be in
the manufacturing sector.

Youth Empowerment: The first-time job seekers will be targeted to venture into the job world and
acquire experience.

Employer Incentives: Offers incentives in the form of finance to the employer which motivates him to
layoff more people and increase labor force.

Social security: Expands social security concession to larger group of labor market, legalises
employment.

Economic Growth: Improves economic growth through unemployment reduction, and by enhancing
the employability of people, which empowers and builds up an economy.

Skills Development: Enhances the skills development in terms of financial literacy programs to help
the first-time employees develop necessary financial knowledge.

Dwelling on Manufacturing: Concentrate on creating employment opportunities in the manufacturing
industry which will help in industrial development and building its manufacturing capabilities.

Need of Employment-Linked Incentive
Scheme

High Unemployment

Addresses unemployment by generating
new job opportunities.

Atma Nirbhar Bharat

Promotes self-reliance by fostering
domestic job creation.

\ Economic

7 Growth

Industrial Focus

SEIE

Incentivizes job-intensive industries like
manufacturing.

N/

Formalization

oy
Spo

Expands social security and formal
employment opportunities.

Need of Employment-Linked Incentive Scheme:

High Unemployment: Deals with the unending employment crisis.

Atma Nirbhar Bharat: Creating self reliance by creating jobs.

Industrial Focus: Rewards sector job-intensive industries such as manufacturing.
Formalization: Broadens EPF as well as social security.

Conclusion

The Employment-Linked Incentive scheme is a revolutionary scheme to address the menace of
unemployment and to enhance industrial employment. Only focusing on young employees and employers,
it consequently can be linked to such national agendas as Make in India and Aatmanirbhar Bharat. Strong
implementation and open tracking will be the core elements to guaranteeing long-term effects and
sustainability.
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Shakti 2025

Indo-French Army Exercise -

Exercise Shakti 2025 ended in France where Indo-French military training was conducted in 8 days. It was
targeted to enhance operational preparedness and comprehensibility between 2 armies. The participants
consisted of more than 500 French soldiers and 90 of the Indian (Mainly Jammu and Kashmir Rifles)
soldiers. Several armies participated in the drill: numerous French armies, Army, Navy, Air & Space Force,
and the Foreign Legion. The exercise is a major milestone in advancing defence ties between India and
France.

Context

e Exercise Shakti 2025 was a bilateral military exercise between the two countries of India and France
to enhance strategic defence relationships and foster interoperability.

Key Highlights

Exercise Overview
e Date: June 18-25, 2025
e Location: France
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Enhancing Indo-French Military Ties
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Strengthened Ties
Solidifying the defence \3'\"1

lationship between Indi
R ™ and France. L8

Enhanced

Comprehensibility

Improving mutual
understanding and
communication between

forces.
Operational
Preparedness
Achieving a state of oS
readiness for joint military E%

operations.

Joint Training

Conducting intensive
training sessions to improve
operational skills.

B4

Initial Planning

Setting the stage for the
exercise with detailed
planning and coordination.

Participants:
e France: 500+ troops consisting of different units
e India: 90 soldiers, most of whom belonged to Jammu & Kashmir Rifles
e Involved Branches: Navy, Foreign Legion, French Army and Air & Space Force

Objectives
e Maximize joint military operation interoperability
e Enhance military to military cooperation
e Develop integrated tactical, operational and communication capability

Significance
e Fosters security on the regional and global levels
e Enhances each others confidence building and readiness to peacekeeping and counter-terrorist
operations
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e Points to India-France increasing strategic relationship in the Indo-Pacific region

Other Key Indo-French Military Exercises

Exercise Domain Recent Edition
Shakti Army Shakti-VIIl (June—July 2025, France)
Garuda Air Force Garuda-VIl (2022, India)
Varuna Navy Varuna 2025 (March 2025, Goa, India)
Tarang Shakti | Air Force (Multinational) | Tarang Shakti 2024 (Aug—Sept 2024,
India)
La Pérouse Multinational Naval La Pérouse 2025 (Jan 2025, Indo-Pacific)

Conclusion

The present day Shakti 2025 is a demonstration of strong and growing Indo-French defence ties and the
interaction can act as a site of mutually preparedness, cross-combatancy as well as trust. It fosters greater
Indo-Pacific co-operation and enhances bilateral strategic relations.

3. India’s First International Tiger Museum to be Built in Alwar,
Rajasthan

f
R A ,
R I
’\/'\ L
(T
RASonly /=

| India’s First International Tiger Museum to
be Built in Alwar, Rajasthan
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Sector: Environment and Wildlife Conservation
Subject: Forest and Biodiversity Awareness, Eco-Tourism, Museum Development

e Union Minister for Environment, Forest, and Climate Change, Bhupender Yadav, announced the
establishment of the world’s first International Tiger Museum in Alwar, Rajasthan.

e The museum will focus on tiger conservation, forest ecosystems, and biodiversity education.

e [t will be set up using modern digital technology, interactive exhibits, and immersive learning

experiences.

e The location has been strategically chosen near Sariska Tiger Reserve, which has significant
historical and ecological importance.

e The museum will include:
o Digital displays of tiger habitats
o Conservation models
o Audio-visual galleries
o Awareness campaigns on biodiversity and climate impact

e Forest experts, wildlife researchers, and technology specialists will be involved in developing the

museum.

e Rajasthan has shown excellent success in tiger conservation efforts, and this museum will highlight
those efforts at a global platform.

e The aim is to make it a hub for wildlife tourism, environmental education, and research.

Detailed Explanation (for RAS Mains Relevance):

e Initiative of Central Government:

o  First-of-its-kind museum dedicated solely to tigers, under the Ministry of Environment,

Forest & Climate Change.
e Strategic Location - Alwar:

o Close to Sariska Tiger Reserve, which has historical challenges and successes in tiger

conservation.
o Alwar is also culturally and ecologically rich.
e Museum Objectives:
o Raise public awareness on tiger conservation and habitat protection.
o Educate youth and tourists through interactive technology (AR/VR, smart screens).

o Promote biodiversity and sustainable practices.
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e Design and Structure:
o Willinclude digital forest exhibits, tiger corridors, and live data visuals of tiger populations.

o Includes conservation success stories and threats to tiger survival (like poaching, habitat
loss).

e Rajasthan's Role in Wildlife Conservation:
o Home to Ranthambhore, Sariska, and Mukundra Hills Tiger Reserves.
o Proven track record in reintroducing and protecting tiger populations.
e Impact on Rajasthan:
o Boost to eco-tourism and educational tourism.
o Generation of employment and research opportunities.
o Strengthens India’s position as a leader in wildlife conservation globally.
MCQs

1. Where will India’s first International Tiger Museum be established?

A) Ranthambhore

B) Sawai Madhopur

C) Alwar

D) Kota

Answer: C

Explanation: The museum is to be built in Alwar, near Sariska Tiger Reserve.

2. Which of the following is NOT a goal of the International Tiger Museum?
A) To promote tiger conservation

B) To educate tourists and students

C) To display bus transport evolution

D) To showcase forest ecosystems

Answer: C

Explanation: The museum is themed around tigers and forests, not transport.
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4. Cheetah Corridor to Be Developed in Rajasthan, Linking Seven

Districts

Cheetah Corridor to Be
Developed in Rajasthan
Linking Seven Districts

Sector: Environment and Wildlife Conservation
Subject: Wildlife Corridors and Biodiversity Conservation

Summary in Bullets:
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A new cheetah corridor is being developed in Rajasthan, connected to the Kuno National Park in
Madhya Pradesh.

The corridor will cover seven districts of Rajasthan and link them with Kuno, aimed at ensuring
better movement and habitat connectivity for cheetahs.

The initiative is based on a report submitted to the government concerning corridor-based
conservation.

The corridor is being built under the "Project Cheetah" in collaboration with Wildlife Institute of
India (WII), NTCA, and Madhya Pradesh & Rajasthan governments.

This corridor will span approximately 17,000 sq. km and cover 450 forest areas.

Seven Rajasthan districts are involved: Kota, Baran, Jhalawar, Bundi, Chittorgarh, Sawai Madhopur,
and Karauli.

The corridor will link protected areas like Mukundra Hills Tiger Reserve, Shergarh Sanctuary, and
other forest patches.

Three states (Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh) will be connected through this cheetah
corridor plan.

This is part of the government's larger effort to ensure safe migration, habitat expansion, and
long-term cheetah conservation in India.

Detailed Explanation for RAS Mains:

Project Cheetah Context: Launched to reintroduce cheetahs in India after they were declared
extinct in 1952; first introduced in Kuno National Park (Madhya Pradesh).

Interstate Corridor Strategy: Aims to develop ecological connectivity between Madhya Pradesh
(Kuno) and Rajasthan forest zones, integrating into India’s broader wildlife corridor framework.

Conservation Area Scope: The proposed corridor covers ~17,000 sq. km and includes 450 notified
forest blocks.

Rajasthan’s Contribution:
o Involvement of 7 districts emphasizes the state’s critical geographical and ecological role.

o Existing tiger and wildlife reserves (e.g., Mukundra Hills) will benefit from biodiversity
spillover and eco-tourism potential.

Ecological Significance: Will reduce human-animal conflict, allow genetic diversity among cheetahs,

and strengthen ecological balance in arid zones.

Institutional Involvement: Project led by NTCA (National Tiger Conservation Authority), WII, and
respective state forest departments, ensuring scientific monitoring and policy coordination.

Strategic Wildlife Linkage: This is a long-term corridor planning model, connecting regions of
Central India to Northwestern dry zones for adaptive wildlife movement.
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e Complementary Initiatives: Similar to other corridor-based conservation like elephant corridors in
South India or tiger corridors in Central India.

e Development vs. Conservation: Corridor will be constructed in harmony with existing
roads/highways without fragmenting animal movement.

e Future Outlook: May pave the way for similar corridors for leopards and other species in Rajasthan,
enhancing the state’s status in wildlife preservation.

1. Which of the following is true about the newly proposed cheetah corridor in Rajasthan?
A) It will connect 3 districts of Rajasthan only

B) It will cover more than 450 notified forest blocks

C) It will be built exclusively in Madhya Pradesh

D) It aims to connect only Mukundra Hills Tiger Reserve

Answer: B) It will cover more than 450 notified forest blocks

2. The cheetah corridor project connects Rajasthan with which national park for cheetah conservation?
A) Jim Corbett National Park

B) Kanha Tiger Reserve

C) Kuno National Park

D) Ranthambore National Park

Answer: C) Kuno National Park
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5. Statewide "Stop Diarrhea" Campaign Begins in Rajasthan
L A vy "

Campaign Begins in Rajasthan |

d

Statewide “"Stop Diarrhea”

— =

Sector: Health and Sanitation
Subject: Public Health Campaigns / Child Health / Diarrhea Prevention

The Government of Rajasthan launched the “Stop Diarrhea” campaign from 1 July to 15 August.

The campaign is jointly organized by the Department of Medical and Health and the Department of
Women and Child Development.

The campaign was flagged off by Health Minister Gajendra Singh Khinvsar.

The campaign will operate in mission mode across the state and include intensive interventions
focused on children’s health.

Under the campaign, services like ORS and zinc tablet distribution, awareness through IEC
(Information, Education, Communication) materials, and promotion of hand hygiene, clean drinking
water, and sanitation will be implemented.

Posters, banners, wall writings, and door-to-door campaigns will raise awareness.

The campaign aims to reduce the child mortality rate caused by diarrheal diseases, which currently
stands at 4.1% in children under five.

The Women and Child Development Department will also organize activities in Anganwadi centers
focusing on ORS corners and mother-child health education.

Detailed Explanation for RAS Aspirants (in short points):

Objective of the Campaign: To reduce child mortality due to diarrhea by spreading awareness and
ensuring access to ORS and zinc tablets.
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e Duration: 1 July to 15 August (a focused 45-day campaign).
e Departments Involved:
o Department of Medical and Health
o Department of Women and Child Development
e Key Interventions:
o ORS-Zinc corners in Anganwadi centers.
o Wall paintings, poster displays, banner placements for awareness.
o Household outreach and health education.
o Promotion of handwashing, clean drinking water, and sanitation.
e Significance:
o Diarrhea is one of the leading causes of death in children under five.

o The campaign aligns with WHO and UNICEF strategies to prevent childhood diarrhea through
low-cost interventions.

e Relevance to RAS Exam:
o Reflects state-level commitment to SDG Goal 3 (Good Health and Well-being).
o Demonstrates inter-departmental collaboration in public health administration.
o Itis alive example of community-based preventive healthcare.
MCQs

1. Which of the following departments are jointly organizing the “Stop Diarrhea” campaign in Rajasthan?
A) Rural Development and Panchayati Raj

B) Medical and Health Department and Women and Child Development Department

C) Education Department and Food & Civil Supplies

D) Public Works Department and Social Justice

Answer: B
Explanation: The campaign is jointly run by the Medical and Health Department and Women and Child
Development Department.

2. What is the major cause of under-5 child mortality addressed under the campaign?

A) Malaria
B) Pneumonia
C) Diarrhea
D) Measles
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Answer: C
Explanation: Diarrhea is a significant cause of death among children under 5, with a mortality rate of 4.1%
in Rajasthan.
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e RAS 9T & F3Ta:
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6. Sub-Junior Asian Wrestling: Bhilwara’s Ashwini Bisnoi Wins
Hat-trick of Gold Medals

Sub-Junior Asian Wrestling
Bhilwara’s Ashwini Bisnoi
Wins Hat-trick of Gold Medals

Sector: Sports (Wrestling)
Subject: Achievements of Rajasthan in International Wrestling Competitions

e Ashwini Bisnoi, a 17-year-old girl from Bhilwara, Rajasthan, achieved a remarkable feat by winning
her third consecutive gold medal at the Sub-Junior Asian Wrestling Championship.

e The championship was held in Vietnam, where Ashwini defeated China’s top contender in the final.
e This victory completes her hat-trick of golds in international wrestling events.
e Ashwini competes in the 62 kg freestyle category.

e [In 2023, in the Under-15 category held in Jordan, at Amman, in the Asian Sub-Junior Wrestling (62
kg), and in 2024, again in Jordan, she has won gold in the Under-17 Sub-Junior Asian
Championship. She has also won 14 medals at the national level so far.

e Ashwini comes from a humble background; her father, Mukesh Bisnoi, is a labourer in a cloth shop
in Bhilwara.

e Despite financial hardships, her family ensured she gets the required training under coach Kalyan
Singh.

e So far, Ashwini has won 14 gold medals, including state, national, and international levels.
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She now dreams of reaching the Olympics, provided she receives government support for advanced
training and exposure.

Detailed Explanation for RAS Aspirants (Short Points):

MCQs

Event: Sub-Junior Asian Wrestling Championship 2025
Venue: Vietnam

Achievement: Ashwini Bisnoi won gold by defeating China; this was her third gold in Asian
championships (2019, 2023, 2025).

Weight Category: 62 kg freestyle

State Representation: Rajasthan (Bhilwara)

Background: Daughter of a labourer; strong example of rural talent rising through hardship.
Support System: Training by coach Kalyan Singh; family support despite poverty.

Training Routine: 8-9 hours daily, including 5—6 hours in the morning, 3—4 hours in the evening.

Policy Relevance: Reflects the need for enhanced sports infrastructure and state support for
athletes from weaker sections.

Olympic Potential: With right government intervention (funding, training, exposure), she can be an
Olympic medal hope for India.

RAS Connection: Such stories reflect grassroots empowerment, gender inclusion in sports, and
youth welfare policies. It strengthens case studies for Mains answers in topics like women
empowerment, youth development, sports policy, and rural transformation.

1. Who among the following won her third consecutive gold medal in the Sub-Junior Asian Wrestling

Championship 2025 in Vietnam?

A) Anshu Malik

B) Vinesh Phogat

C) Ashwini Bisnoi

D) Babita Kumari

Answer: C) Ashwini Bisnoi

2. What is the weight category in which Ashwini Bisnoi competes?

A) 50 kg
B) 55 kg
C) 62 kg
D) 72 kg
Answer: C) 62 kg
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o RAS HTH YaT g ITANIN: Afgel FRATFIROT, WeT AN, JaT FHeAToT, JTHIVT Ieeidiet S fawt
o 3o A 3ETeY0T & &9 H 39

MCQs

1. foeT 7 § et Faactrer 7 Feeifara) efget el ARe=fId 2025 & S@MTdR Ry F907 deh
SATer?

A) 3T AfTS

B) fa=rer wieme

C) 3fRaeT faeas

D) SISTeTT AN

34T: €) 3TRas faeas

2. 31TRGAT ToeatTs fohe 9TR a9t & wfaeaeT et g2

A) 50 fram
B) 55 feharT
C) 62 frar
D) 72 fRarm
31 €) 62 Tharm
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