PM Modi Embarks on Five-Nation Tour to Strengthen
Global South Ties & Attend BRICS Summit

BRICS TOUR TO BOOST GLOBAL SOUTH

Category: International Relations

Such a tactical approach enhances the diplomatic, economic, and cultural interaction of India with countries
of the Global South and the position of India in the brics as the voice of developing countries. The visit
features attending the BRICS Summit in Brazil, which advances a multipolar system of world order. PM
Modi became the recipient of the highest civilian awards in Ghana and Trinidad and Tobago. The main
areas of interests here entail vaccine diplomacy, economic partnerships, capacity building, and South-South
cooperation. The tour revitalizes India as a world power in the ambitions of its world leadership, especially
the reforms of international governing organisations such as BRICS.

Context

e PM Modi started a diplomatic visit to five countries, including Ghana, Trinidad & Tobago, Brazil,
Argentina, and Namibia, as part of enhancing relations with the Global South.
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BRICS Summit Convergence

Purpose I@I
Strategic discussions
and collaborations
among BRICS nations.

Location (5,
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,
hosts the BRICS 2025

Key Highlights

Themes
e Enhancement of South-South cooperation
e BRICS in the promotion of multipolar world order
e Advancement of inequality when it comes to the administering of the vaccine, digital infrastructure of
the people, and green partnerships
e Increasing cultural, trade and development ties with Africa, Latin America, and the Caribbean

Key Destinations & Highlights

Country Key Engagements

Ghana Meeting with President Mahama; highest honour conferred; vaccine
production talks.

Trinidad & Order of the Republic awarded; focus on cultural heritage and

Tobago Caribbean ties.

Brazil Attending BRICS Summit in Rio; bilateral talks; multilateral
diplomacy.
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Argentina Strengthening strategic cooperation, trade, and regional connectivity.
Namibia Parliament address; cooperation in energy, technology, and
development.
About BRICS

What is BRICS?
e A group of 5 eminent emerging economies:
o Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa
e BRICS 2025 Summit will be organized in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, on July 6-7, 2025 with the agenda
that will be based on global governance reforms and improved cooperation among the countries of
the Global South.

e Timeline:
BRICS Expansion and Membership
: Original Members
United Arab Emirates - - (2006)

Argentina -
1

EQypt - -
Ethiopia =
Iran =

Saudi Arabia --'

{?} 2010 Expansion

'~- South Africa

Incorporated: 2006 as BRIC
New members added: 2010 including South Africa
During the Johannesburg Summit 2023, the BRICS embarked upon welcoming six new
countries as its members:
o The United Arab Emirates, Argentina, Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran and Saudi Arabia.

o Renew world organization (UN, IMF, WTO)
o Embrace sustainable development, economic growth
o Encourage a multi-polar world environment
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Key BRICS Institutions
Institution Function
New Development Bank Funds infrastructure & sustainable projects in BRICS &
(NDB) Global South
Contingent Reserve Currency support during balance-of-payment crises
Arrangement
Annual BRICS Summit Platform to coordinate on trade, health, development,
climate change, etc.

India’s Role in BRICS

Pillar India’s Approach
Strategic Vocal for Global South priorities and multilateralism
Leadership
UN Reform Pushes for UNSC permanent membership & democratic global
Advocacy institutions
Economic Promotes digital economy, fintech, energy security, and climate
Engagement justice

Health Diplomacy Led BRICS Vaccine R&D Centre; championed equitable access
during COVID-19

Balance with China | Uses BRICS as a neutral ground to engage diplomatically amid
border tensions

BRICS problems
e Geopolitical tensions such as the India-China tensions etc.
e The imbalanced economy where China is leader in trade and investment
e Inconsistency in policies among the various members
e Limits of institutions and obstructions of implementation

Indian vision of BRICS
e Global system based on multi polarity and inclusivity
e Cooperation in digital infrastructure, artificial intelligence and green energy
e Fair climate and equitable growth of all the BRICS countries and the Global South countries

Conclusion

The five-nation visit that was done by PM Modi is a strategic diplomatic effort focusing on the Indian
leadership in Global South as well as active participation in BRICS. It goes in line with the multipolar vision
of India, the economic diplomacy of the country and interests in reforming the global governance structures.
The visit is an important milestone in strengthening Indian capability as a global and ethical leader in the
changing international order.
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Phone Tapping Not Permissible for Crime Detection: Madras
High Court

PHONE TAPPING CAN'T-BE USED FOR
CRIME DETECTION: HC

Category: National, Governance

The Madras High court decreed that any phone tapping to identify crimes, even corruption constitutes
violation of fundamental right to privacy under Article 21 save and except with express permission in the
Indian Telegraph Act, 1885. It was a case, which dealt with a situation concerning interception of phones in
an investigation into bribery in the year 2011. Justice N. Anand Venkatesh reiterated that even in probing
serious crimes, constitutional rights cannot be short changed. The Puttaswamy judgment was cited and the
interception was quashed by the court with the solidification of the view that covert surveillance can only be
used in cases of public emergency or public safety and not on a routine tip.

Context

e Madras High Court stated that the privacy is breached in the case of hidden phone tapping as a
method to detect crime unless reasonably provided by and under the law.
e The decision enhances constitutional protection against state scrutiny.

Key Highlights

Legal Context
e Telegraph Act 1885, 5 (2):
o Allows only interception when:
m National emergency
m  Out of interest of the safety of the people
m Telegraph Rules 419A: Gives the formal procedure protections of phone tapping
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Phone tapping legality

Cons %

Privacy violation

Misuse potential

Case Background
e Petitioner: P. Kishore, Chennai-based businessman
e Year: 2011
e Allegation: 50 lakhs bribe in colab with IRS officer Andasu Ravinder
e Phone Tapping is Legal: It is sanctioned by the MHA, in the pretext of the safety of the people

Court’s Ruling
e Tapping on phones was against constitution:
o Not justified under Section 5(2)
o Did not have transparent criteria on emergency in front of the people
Provisions of Article 21 Right to privacy violated
Eavesdropping has to be according to procedure laid down in law
Street cancelled the authorisation granted to MHA and forbade the usage of intercepted calls in the
evidence part

Key Legal Precedents Cited
e PUCL vs Union of India (1996)
e K.S. Puttaswamy. The case vs Union of India (2017)
e Gobind vs State of MP (1975)
o All affirm privacy as intrinsic to personal liberty under Article 21
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Legal Pillars of Privacy

PUCL vs Union of India (1996)

PUCL case affirms privacy as a fundamental
right.

K.S. Puttaswamy vs Union of Privacy as
India (2017

ia (2017) Fundamental
Puttaswamy case reinforces privacy's .
constitutional status. R |g ht

Gobind vs State of MP (1975)

Gobind case justifies state police for societal
order.

Broader Implications
e Limits government surveillance excesses by the executive branch
Strengthens the judicial process and constitutional responsibility
Enhances privacy law back up according to the Puttaswamy judgment
There has been a cry on striking a balance between national security and individual freedom

Conclusion

The judgment confirms the fact that privacy is a divine fundamental right and the investigative bodies should
have legality and constitutional limits. It provides solid legal protection against unseeable monitoring and
creates an example of respecting citizen freedoms in the online age.
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PHONE TAPPING CAN'T-BE USED FOR
CRIME DETECTION: HC
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Legal challenges
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Legal Pillars of Privacy

PUCL vs Union of India (1996)

PUCL case affirms privacy as a fundamental
right.

K.S. Puttaswamy vs Union of Privacy as
India (2017

ia (2017) Fundamental
Puttaswamy case reinforces privacy's .
constitutional status. R |g ht

Gobind vs State of MP (1975)

Gobind case justifies state police for societal
order.
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Rajasthan

Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay Garibi Mukt Gram Yojana: A Revolutionary Step
Towards Rural Poverty Eradication in Rajasthan

Sector: Rural Development and Social Welfare
Subject: Government Schemes — Poverty Alleviation & Economic Empowerment in Rajasthan

Key Points of the News:

e The Rajasthan government launched ‘Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay Garibi Mukt Gram Yojana’ to empower
BPL rural families and uplift them above the poverty line.
e First phase covers 5000 villages, targeting 30,631 BPL families.
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%300 crore allocated for implementation.

Families already above the poverty line will be given 21,000 incentive and ‘Aatmanirbhar Parivar Card’.
61,442 applications received from families needing support.

Aid up to ¥1 lakh for self-employment; ¥15,000 working capital to SHG-linked women.

Tri-monthly ranking and district awards: 50 lakh, %35 lakh, 25 lakh.

Second phase covers 5002 more villages; 22,872 family surveys completed.

Web portal integrated with BPL Census 2002 for validation.

Focus on skill development, financial inclusion, and convergence with other schemes.

Empowering BPL Families in Rajasthan

4 8
* ¢

T

Yojana Launch Financial Skill Scheme
- Assistance Development Convergence
Living b8|0\_-'\-’ the Government initiates P 9
poverty line poverty alleviation Providing funds and Training for self- Integrating with
Rrogram incentives to employment existing support
families opportunities programs

Detailed Explanation for RAS Mains:

o Objective:

o Poverty alleviation in rural Rajasthan.

o Making villages ‘Poverty-Free’ through convergence of schemes and targeted assistance.
e Incentive for Self-Reliance:

o 21,000 given to families who moved out of poverty line through their own efforts.

o Promotes dignity-based recognition and motivation.

=
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Rajasthan Poverty Alleviation Program:
Village Coverage

S002
. 0@
New Villages ,(\Lﬁ'ﬁ
Villages selected for
program
L';,J \ 22842
Families Surveyed a A _ﬁ* —e

Families surveyed in new
villages

e Beneficiary Identification:
O Based on BPL Census 2002.
o Physical survey already completed in the first phase.
o Verified data uploaded on a government portal for transparency and tracking.
e Scope of Financial Assistance:
o %1 lakh maximum for income-generating activities (like small business, animal husbandry,
agriculture-based work).
o For women in SHGs, ¥15,000 for working capital to boost entrepreneurship.
e Application Process:
o Open to families still in poverty.
o Encouraged to apply and get linked with state schemes for skill and livelihood.
e Special Focus on District Performance:
o Competitive approach with rewards to districts based on their effective implementation.
o Rankings every quarter to maintain momentum.
e Second Phase Rollout:
o Covers 5002 new villages; survey of 22,872 families done.
o More families to be linked with support and schemes.
o Scheme Impact and Vision:
o Moves beyond welfare to empowerment and sustainability.
o Enables convergence of poverty relief, skill development, and financial inclusion.
o Inalignment with Antyodaya Philosophy — upliftment of the last person in society.
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Empowering BPL Families in Rajasthan
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Yojana Launch Financial Skill Scheme
. . Assistance Development Convergence
Living b3|0}“’ the Government initiates
poverty line poverty alleviation Providing funds and Training for self- Integrating with
program incentives to employment existing support
families opportunities programs
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Rajasthan Poverty Alleviation Program:
Village Coverage
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MCQs in English and Hindi

Subject: Government Schemes
Topic: Rural Development — Rajasthan

Question:

Under the Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay Garibi Mukt Gram Yojana, what is the maximum financial assistance provided
to BPL families for self-employment activities?

i A

YReT:

50,000

75,000

%1,00,000

%1,50,000

Answer: 3. %1,00,000

Explanation: The scheme provides up to 1 lakh assistance for self-employment and livelihood-related
activities to BPL families.

TSl Eieiedrer IUTEAr I HF aMd Trofell & cid Shvel IREART # FRISER & ifhad
fohcelr Tgraar afer & ST &2

il A

%50,000
%75,000
<1,00,000
%1,50,000

34 3. 1,00,000
SUTEAT: TE Trolell ST IRART T Msiidepr & S[E7 Afafafedt & fov dfRwdd 21 a6
HerIdr oot &1

Subject: Social Welfare
Topic: Poverty Eradication Schemes — Rajasthan

Question:

What is the incentive amount provided to families who have moved above the poverty line through their own efforts
under the new Rajasthan rural poverty scheme?

o https- e mefsSdlpywERIpOIYiE q;i;; HYFPEALIME

“hittps S rasenly. cam hit

psif frasonly.com




sonly 20
1. 210,000
2. %15,000
3. 21,000
4. 25,000

Answer: 3.321,000
Explanation: The scheme rewards such families with 21,000 along with an ‘Aatmanirbhar Parivar Card’ as a
recognition of their self-reliance.

UReT:
USTEATST T IS AT TS Ieeled Alolell H, IHTel JATET F IS [T @ FW 36 IRART A1 fehefalt
SlcdTgeT TRY & S W 82

10,000
%15,000
21,000
25,000

39X 3. 321,000
SUTEAT: 08 IRERT & McAIRGr & Tdies &9 7 221,000 Fr i va 3mcAf=9R aRaw #1e’
YereT T ST TET B

AW

Rajasthan Shines in National Ice Skating Championship

Sector: Sports
Subject: Winter Sports — Ice Skating | Rajasthan’s National Performance

Rajasthan's 28-member team participated in the 20th National Ice Skating Championship held in Dehradun.
The team performed excellently, earning recognition for their skill and coordination.

The leadership of the team was under Sanjeev Kumar, Rachna Pradhan, and Anil Kumar.

Jagraj Singh, Secretary General of the Ice Skating Association of India, praised all participants for their
commendable performances.
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Top Contributors to Rajasthan’s Ice Skating Team

(=)

Sanjeev Kumar Rachna Anil Kumar
Sanjeev Kumar led Pradhan Anil Kumar helped
the Rajasthan ice Rachna Pradhan guide the team,
skating team with contributed to team enhancing team
discipline and morale and discipline and
strategy. competitive spirit. strategy.

Detailed Explanation (For RAS Mains):

e Event Significance: The 20th National Ice Skating Championship is a premier winter sports event conducted
annually in India to promote ice skating as a competitive sport.

e Rajasthan’s Participation: Despite being a desert state with limited natural conditions for winter sports,
Rajasthan’s 28-member team showcased strong preparation and competitive spirit.

e Team Leadership:

o Sanjeev Kumar, Rachna Pradhan, and Anil Kumar guided the team, likely contributing to team
discipline, strategy, and morale.

o Recognition by National Body: Jagraj Singh, Secretary General of the Ice Skating Association of India,
acknowledged Rajasthan's team's dedication and achievements, signaling national recognition and possible
future support.

e Promotion of Non-traditional Sports: Rajasthan’s performance reflects the growing diversification of sports
training in the state, including niche areas like winter sports.

e Future Implications:

o Encouragement for youth to explore less popular sports.
o Potential for government/private support to develop artificial rinks or training centers.
o Inclusion of winter sports in state-level games and policies.

&7 ShTST & TSTEUTH I SepsedT
o CENige H AT 204t USET HSH FhiCa ITAANAT H AT I 28 FE&AT EF & 1T
foram|
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#

Top Contributors to Rajasthan’s Ice Skating Team

Yivdy

(=)

Sanjeev Kumar Rachna Anil Kumar
Pradhan
Sanjeev Kumar led Anil Kumar helped
the Rajasthan ice Rachna Pradhan guide the team,
skating team with contributed to team enhancing team
discipline and morale and discipline and
strategy. competitive spirit. strategy.
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MCQs

Subject: Sports
Topic: National Ice Skating Championship

Question: Who led the Rajasthan team in the 20th National Ice Skating Championship held in Dehradun?

A) Jagraj Singh

B) Anil Kumar, Rachna Pradhan, and Sanjeev Kumar

C) Ramesh Rawat

D) Rajeev Sharma

Answer: B

Explanation: The Rajasthan team was led by Sanjeev Kumar, Rachna Pradhan, and Anil Kumar during the event in
Dehradun.

UReT: SgRIeeT H AT 2087 TSET 3MSH Thicar FIAAN AT H TTEAT A HT AJed fhaar fhar
A) SERTST f&g

B) 3iflel AR, AT Tl Ud Holld HHAR

C) THYT Jad

D) ot QAT

3 B

AeET: AT & R AT S &I aied Holld AR, TAT Tl R el FAR o foha|

Question: Which national-level figure praised the Rajasthan team's performance in the ice skating championship?
A) Chief Minister of Rajasthan

B) Secretary General of Ice Skating Association of India

C) Sports Minister of India

D) Olympic Committee Chairperson

Answer: B

Explanation: Jagraj Singh, Secretary General of the Ice Skating Association of India, praised the performance.

TRaT: HTSH Tohicdl ITaATINaT H ITEUTT EH & Y&l FI T fohder Hre

A) TSTEAT & HEIHAT

B) 3MSH ThidaT TAITATRN 3T Sf3ar1 & A& dfg

C) IR & Wel HAT

D) 3eifies afAfa & resr

33 B

SATET: TSH ThicaT THTAT 3P 331 & AEg afta SR 8 & Toeue &d & yede &
FIgAT H|
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