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The 71st National Film Awards, announced in August 2025, become part of a great passage in Indian film legacy.
These awards are given by the Directorate of Film Festivals under the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting by
recognizing artistic and technical excellence of Indian cinema. The highlight of the current edition was the availability
of regional voices, acknowledgement of socially relevant themes, and opposite proportion of commercial and critical
cinema.

Significance of the National Film Awards

e Heritage: these are the most prestigious film awards of India, established in 1954 and are considered to be
free of politics.

e Transparency: Films that passed by the filter of the Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC) are judged by
juries of experts.

e Cultural Role: National Film Awards enhance the role of Indian cinema as a means of social statement,
national unification and culture identification.

Highlights of the 71st National Film Awards (2025)

Category Winner(s) Film(s)

Best Actor Shah Rukh Khan, Vikrant Massey Jawan, 12th Fail
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Best Actress Rani Mukeriji Mrs Chatterjee Vs Norway
Best Feature Film - 12th Fail

Best Director Sudipto Sen The Kerala Story

Best Supporting Actor

Vijayaraghavan, Muthupettai Somu Bhaskar

Pookkalam, Parking

Best Supporting Actress

Urvashi, Janaki Bodiwala

Ullozhukku, Vash

Regional Excellence: Best Regional Films

Language Film

Hindi Kathal: A Jackfruit Mystery
Tamil Parking

Telugu Bhagavanth Kesari
Malayalam Ullozhukku

Kannada Kandeelu: The Ray of Hope
Punjabi Godday Godday Chaa
Gujarati Vash

Marathi Shyamchi Aai

Bengali Deep Fridge

Odia Pushkara

Assamese Rongatapu 1982

Cultural and Thematic Trends
1. Mass and Niche

e The comedy/action chick flick Jawan (mainstream action) and the biographical drama 12th Fail (biographical
drama) both won Best Actor - a recognition of both box office and artistry.

o The Kerala Story is a controversial movie that bagged the Best Director award, validating film and the medium
in raising sensitive subjects.

2. Resurrection of Regional Voices
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e wood performances by Malayalam (Ullozhukku), Odia (Pushkara), and Assamese (Rongatapu 1982) films were
taken as signs of revival of regional story-telling.

3. Women-Centric Narratives

® Mrs Chatterjee Vs Norway reminds the viewer about the emotional power of the woman who fights even
when she is in another country.

Conclusion

The 71 st Commonwealth film awards were not just a commemoration of excellency in movies and in films, but also
an eye to observe the social awareness of India, the social diversity and social artistic perseverance. They reassert
cinema as a place of discussion, rebellion and self manufacture, nation making.

Since India has aspired to rise as a Vishwaguru, cultural capital which comes in the form of cinema will be
instrumental. India uses its soft power through the national film awards and the other platforms that showcase
inclusive stories, inspiring generations of moviegoers and filmmakers to create memorable stories.

Rajasthan’s Shifting Crop Pattern: Millets Losing Ground to
High-Water Crops

RAJASTHAN'’S CROP SHIFT: MILLETS
DECLINE, WATER-INTENSIVE CROPS RISE
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wvue 10 a concerted effort by the Govt of India millet consumption in the country has increased. Though,
Rajasthan, has been a traditionally millet-growing state, is now reducing millet cultivation due to increased
rainfall and an inclination towards the cash crops. Over the last decade and a half, the cropping pattern in
Rajasthan has shifted from low-water-consuming crops like bajra (pearl millet) and jowar (sorghum) to
water intensive crops such as paddy and soybean. Places such as Anupgarh, which were not known for rice
farming, are now cultivating paddy, which requires more irrigation.

Key Points from the Article:

e Rajasthan is moving towards crops requiring higher water input, such as soybean and rice.
e The following trends were observed in the sown area (in lakh hectares) between 2009—-10 and
2024-25:

Crop  2009-102024-25 %

Change
Bajra 52.24 4155 -21%
Jowar 7.19 6.42 -10%

Barley (Jau) 25.81 21.17 -16%
Maize 5.98 1.78 -70%
Pulses 1.51 3.04 +101%
Soybean 7.78 9.62 +23%
Groundnut 3.36 9.41 +168%
Rice (Paddy)4.34 6.26 +44%
Wheat 3098 3261 +5%

Sector: Agriculture
Subject: Changing Crop Patterns in Rajasthan due to Water Availability and Market Trends



gI eI g A

RAJASTHAN'’S CROP SHIFT: MILLETS
DECLINE, WATER-INTENSIVE CROPS RISE
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st 2581 2117 -16%

mFEr 598 178 -70%
aoed 1S 3.04 +101%
orame 778 962 +23%

THEST 336 941 +168%

BIEEE 4.34 6.26 +44%

flE' 3098  32.61 +5%

S EHCOR]
YT T # T 39asudr 3R IR qaj%m’r % ThRUT dcoldl Bhad dsh

MCQ
What is one of the main reasons for the declining cultivation of Bajra and Jowar in Rajasthan?

Government ban on millet cultivation

Increase in rainfall in desert areas

Low market price and limited procurement despite MSP
Fertility loss of soil in desert

Correct Answer: 3
Explanation: Despite awareness about millets, the government procurement is limited and market demand
is weak, making farmers shift away.

TSTEATT # aoRT AR SaR i Al geal F7 TF &I FROT R 87
o N TANI A A W Ffdeer
o YFIEART & F Wt 7 gefr
o TN # HIG A& fAeer IR MfAT T wlig
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Major Restructuring in Rajasthan's Urban Governance:
Formation of 10,175 Urban Wards

RAJASTHAN RESTRUCTURES URBAN
GOVERNANCE WITH 10,175 NEW WARDS

In the latest delimitation exercise the number of wards in the urban local bodies of Rajasthan have been
increased from 7475 to 10175. The total number of urban local bodies (ULBs) will increase from 196 in
2019 to 309 in 2025 post delimitation. Big cities such as Jaipur, Jodhpur, and Kota will now have a unified
municipal corporation instead of two. Delimitation and reorganization of municipal boundaries have been
finalized in most of the state and elections will be held accordingly.

Key Points (Bullets):



@
\/
on ly

1 2919, there were 196 ULBs; now the number has increased to 309.

The number of wards will be increased from 7,475 to 10,175—an addition of 2,700 new wards.
Jaipur, Jodhpur, and Kota will now have a single municipal corporation each, instead of two.
Now there will be 10 municipal corporations in the state.

Election preparations for 91 municipal bodies are underway.

For four ULBs—Dausa, Nohar, Devgarh, and Deshnok—delimitation is under judicial stay, but
elections will still be conducted as per the court's directions.

The expected date of elections is 2" December.
It has been decided that the ward boundaries of nine municipalities whose terms end in January will
not be altered before elections.

Proposed Ward Numbers in Major Corporations:

City Previous Proposed
Wards Wards
Jaipur 150 250
Jodhpur 100 160
Kota 80 130
Ajmer 80 80
Udaipur 80 80
Bikaner 80 80
Alwar 80 80
Bharatpur 80 80
Pali 70 70
Museum-type municipalities (e.g., Jaisalmer, Multiple sizes
Rajsamand)

Sector: Governance and Local Administration
Subject: Urban Local Bodies, Municipal Reorganization in Rajasthan
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RAJASTHAN RESTRUCTURES URBAN
GOVERNANCE WITH 10,175 NEW WARDS
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SR 150 250
e 100 160
e 80 130
Errore 80 80
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3reraR 80 80
ST 80 80
et 70 70
MCQ

Which cities in Rajasthan have merged their two municipal corporations into one in 2025?
A. Jaipur, Ajmer, Kota

B. Jaipur, Jodhpur, Kota

C. Udaipur, Bikaner, Jaipur

D. Jodhpur, Pali, Kota
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Answer: B
Explanation: Jaipur, Jodhpur, and Kota will now have one municipal corporation each instead of two.

TorEATeT & 2025 F fhet e & ar-al A9 AT Fr A T S o I {2
A. SR, 3SR, FleT

B. SR, SIUqR, shier

C. 3¢aR, R, FTIR

D. SirergR, areft, et

I B

SAIEAT: 2025 7 AT, e 3R Fler 7 31 v & et @em, T ar-ar A

Arun Chaturvedi Appointed Chairman of Rajasthan State
Finance Commission

Arun Chaturvedi Named Chairman

of State Finance Commission éjﬁ
0

e Former minister and ex-BJP State President Arun Chaturvedi has been appointed as the new
Chairman of the State Finance Commission (SFC).

e Former bureaucrat Naresh Kumar Thakral has been appointed as the Member Secretary of the
Commission.
The tenure of the newly formed commission will be one and a half years (18 months).
The Commission will decide the share of local bodies in the state’s net proceeds of the taxes.
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ney rowns (Bullets):

e Arun Chaturvedi, former minister and BJP state president, was appointed as Chairman of Rajasthan
State Finance Commission.
Naresh Kumar Thakral,a retired IAS officer, appointed as Member Secretary.
Commission’s tenure: 1.5 years.
The SFC will determine the share of local bodies in the state’s tax and non-tax revenues.

Detailed Explanation for RAS Aspirants (in short points):

e What is the State Finance Commission (SFC)?
o A constitutional body formed through 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendments under
Article 243-I and 243-Y.
o Itis obligatory for every state to constitute a Finance Commission every 5 years to
recommend the distribution of financial resources between the state and its local bodies.
e Functions of the SFC:
o Recommend the distribution of state tax revenues between the state and its local bodies.
o Principles governing grants-in-aid to local bodies from the state’s consolidated fund.
o Assessment of the financial position of local bodies.
o Propose measures for strengthening financial management at the local level.
e Importance of This Appointment:
o Will influence the upcoming fiscal devolution for PRIs and ULBs for the next fiscal cycle.
o Key role in planning development expenditure at the grassroots level.
o Crucial for improving fiscal decentralization and good governance under the 3-tier Panchayati
Raj system and urban self-governance.
o Tenure & Timeline:
o The Commission has 18 months to submit its recommendations, likely to align with budget
and planning cycles.
o Though these recommendations are non-binding but highly influential in budgetary decisions.

Sector: Governance & Fiscal Federalism
Subject: State Finance Commission (SFC), Local Bodies' Financial Devolution
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o Ucddh s H & 53 H U N IfSd AT IMaeTes g ol gaddl 3R J9R%
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o TR el 1 fada [Fufd &1 Fedrere &=
o T ydusT A Fee e & 3T FeleT|
o UrHfAHAT:
o ¥ fogfea TRl e # O fashdieor &1 e #ah|
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MCQ

Who has been appointed as the Chairman of the Rajasthan State Finance Commission in 20257

A. Rajendra Rathore

B. Shanti Dhariwal

C. Arun Chaturvedi

D. Naresh Kumar Thakral

Answer: C

Explanation: Arun Chaturvedi, a former BJP minister and state president, has been appointed as Chairman
of the State Finance Commission.

2025 H TEUTT AT o AT o1 3regel fhd fAgera fonar amr &2
A.TStwg Tals
B. anifd erdiarer
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C. 31807 TIder

D. TR FHAR SHITe

3 C

SYTEAT: $TTTT & qd 9e 2T 3iegel 3R g #Hr 3r%07 aqdel @ 3T 1 3eel fagea
T Bl
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