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India—China Plan to Resume Trade via Shipki-La in
Himachal Pradesh

INDIA, CHINA PLAN TO RESUME TRADE VIA
SHIPKI-LA IN HIMACHAL PRADESH

One of the three Sino-Indian border trade routes is situated at the district of Kinnaur (Himachal
Pradesh) called as Indo-China border trade route at Hopki-La. Trade was suspended in 2020, owing
to the COVID-19 pandemic. During the recent visit of the Chinese FM, Wang Yi, it agreed in principle
with the proposal of resumption by India. The step was prompted by Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu, the
CM of Himachal who had written to the Union government.

In News

e The trade route was closed in 2020 because of the pandemic.
e China has acknowledged to reconsider opening Shipki-La.
e Those involved also include re-establishing Kailash Mansarovar Yatra through Shipki-La.

Key Points

Trade Resumption
e Paperwork is now with the Union Commerce Ministry.
e The revival of Indo-Tibetan trade: wool, herbs, handicrafts.
e Due to the economic needs of the people living around the borders.

Political Efforts
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e Consistent affronting by Himachal government
e China was formally taken up on the matter by the Centre.

Cultural and religious Dimension
e Kailash Mansarovar Yatra is already by way of Lipulekh and Nathu La Reed.
e Another pilgrimage route may be that of Shipki-La.

Strategic Significance

Economic Connectivity
e Brings in revenues and employment in Himalayan remote districts.
e Enhances border economy by formalisation of trade connections

Diplomatic and Bilateral relations
e A first positive result in India-China relations since the Galwan clash of 2020.
e Through its activities, Acts acts as a confidence-building measure in the middle of tensions.

People to People/Culture Links
e Increases cultural diplomacy of India by means of Yatra routes.
e Promotes spiritual connectedness and culture redevelopment.

Security & Geopolitics
e Reentry should go hand in hand with vigilance by the border.
e Helps India to be prepared to be on the safer side.

Challenges
e Border tensions, unsettled LAC.
e On the Indian side, there is bad infrastructure (roads, logistics).
e The threat of economic optimism eclipses security issues.

Way Forward
e Restart trade with strict precaution measures.
e The Ministry of Defense (see Shipki-La) reopened as confidence-building, not concession.
e Integrate revival with revival of border area development schemes.

Conclusion

As an Indo-Tibetan trade route, the reopening of Shipki-La can revive the old days of trade, boost
local economy as well as broaden cultural connections. Even though it represents diplomatic
development, India should be guided by economy and sound strategic caution. In the case of
Himachal Pradesh, it brings not only attractiveness in terms of economic gain but also cultural
credibility.
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New Land Allotment Policy in Rajasthan

MENT POLICY IN
RAJASTHAN

The Rajasthan government has formulated a new land allotment policy. From now on
social and religious trusts , charitable institutions and trusts will not be allotted land free of
cost or at taken amount. Moreover the right of allotment will be vested in the Chief
Minister instead of any other minister of the government or a ministerial sub committee.
Notably this has been the first time that land allotment limits and rates have been
determined. Institutions and investors will be allotted land at the maximum concession of
40% for accessing public services. Concession beyond this will be referred to the
government and even in that case capping has been done. Academic institutions and
hospitals will be allotted land only on providing minimum investment guarantee by them.

e Educational allotments:

o Schools — 2,000 to 6,000 sq. m.

o Colleges — 6,000 to 10,000 sq. m.

o Universities — 20 acres if minimum 300 crore investment.
e Medical & health allotments:

o 1,000 to 50,000 sq. m.
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o Minimum X500 crore investment for medical colleges and big hospitals.
¢ National political parties:
o Jaipur HQ — 6,000 sq. m.
o Divisional HQ — 3,000 sq. m.
o District HQ — 2,000 sq. m.
e Concessions to registered public, social, religious, charitable institutions at 40% of
reserved rate.
e Unused land (if economic utilization is not done) can now be cancelled — a provision
introduced for the first time.
e Provisions also cover allotment to private companies, newspapers, government
departments, public undertakings, and recognized political parties.

Detailed Explanation (For RAS Aspirants)

e Why New Policy?
o Earlier land allotments (especially under Congress govt.) at negligible rates
created controversies.
o BJP govt. aims at transparency, accountability, and investment-linked
allotments.
o Key Features:

1 End of discretionary powers — Ministers & Cabinet sub-committees cannot allot
land. Only CM holds authority.

2. Mandatory investment norms — Universities (300 cr) & Medical Colleges (X500
cr) to ensure genuine development.

3. Fixed size limits — Earlier open-ended allotments caused misuse; now area is
capped.

4, Public institutions — Can still get land at concessional rates (40%) but not free.

5. Political parties — Land allotted at defined sizes with extra charge for undeveloped
land.

6. Economic land cancellation — If allotted land not utilized for stated economic

purpose, govt. can cancel it.
7. Checks & balances — Reduces misuse of land allocation as political favours.

e Importance for Rajasthan:
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o Encourages serious investors in education and health.
o Ensures efficient use of land, preventing hoarding.
o Brings uniformity and transparency in governance.
o Significant for urban governance, public facilities, and infrastructure
planning.
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MCQs
Which authority holds the final power in Rajasthan’s new land allotment policy?

Urban Development Minister
Cabinet Sub-Committee
Chief Minister

District Collector

;W=

Answer: 3) Chief Minister

Explanation: The new policy removes discretionary powers of ministers and
sub-committee; only the Chief Minister retains authority to approve allotments, ensuring
transparency.
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In Rajasthan’s new land allotment policy, what is the minimum investment required for
establishing a medical college or big hospital?

X100 crore
X200 crore
X300 crore
X500 crore

W=

Answer: 4) 500 crore

Explanation: The policy makes minimum investment compulsory to prevent misuse. For

medical colleges and large hospitals, at least ¥500 crore investment is required before land
allotment.
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Vishwakarma Yuva Udyami Protsahan Yojana
approved in Rajasthan

Vishwakarma Yuva
Udyami Protsahan
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Government of Rajasthan has floated a new scheme for encouraging entrepreneurship and
MSME:s in the state. Under the Vishwakarma Yuva Udyami Protsahan Yojana Youth aged
between 18 and 45 years will get loans at subsidised rates for setting up new entreprises.
They will receive Interest subsidy up to 8% on loans up to Rs 2 crores. Additionally they
will also receive margin money grant of 25% of the loan amount subject to a maximum
limit of Rs 5 lakh . For Special categories (women, SC, ST, Divyang, rural enterprises,
weavers & artisans with card) For loans above X1 crore up to X2 crore, they will get 1%
additional subsidy. A corpus fund of Rs150 crores has been created for this purpose.

In an another important cabinet decision it is proposed to ament Rajasthan Factories Act to
increase the daily work hours from current 9 to 10 hours. Additionally minimum work
hours before rest will be increased from current 5 to 6 hours.

Detailed Explanation (for RAS Mains)

1. About the Scheme:
o Designed to promote entrepreneurship among youth of Rajasthan.
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o Provides credit access, interest subsidy, and margin money support.
o Targets employment generation and self-reliance (Aatmanirbhar Rajasthan).
2. Key Features:
o Loan Support: X2 crore maximum limit ensures medium-level enterprises can
also benefit.
o Interest Subsidy: 8% reduces financial burden, making projects viable.
o Social Inclusion: Extra 1% subsidy for disadvantaged categories promotes
inclusive growth.
o Margin Money Support: 25% or X5 lakh ensures reduced upfront contribution
from entrepreneurs.
o Budgetary Allocation: X150 crore indicates government seriousness for
youth-led industrial growth.
3. Economic & Social Impact:
o Encourages start-ups and MSMEs in rural and urban Rajasthan.
o Boosts traditional crafts like weaving and handicrafts.
o Helps reduce unemployment and migration from rural areas.
o Strengthens credit culture by linking with financial institutions.
4. Other Cabinet Decisions:
o Factory Act Amendment — Balances industrial needs with labour rights.
Longer working hours with capped weekly hours may improve productivity
but needs monitoring for worker welfare.
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MCQ

Under the Vishwakarma Yuva Udyami Protsahan Yojana, what is the maximum loan limit
available for youth entrepreneurs?

1. %50 1lakh
2. X1crore
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3. X1.5 crore
4, X2 crore

Answer: 4) X2 crore
Explanation: The scheme allows youth between 18—45 years to avail loans up to X2 crore
with an interest subsidy of up to 8%.
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Rajasthan Vision Document 2047 — Towards a
Developed Rajasthan

RAJASTHAN VISION DOCUMENT 2047
Towards a Developed Rajasthan
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Taking cue from Developed India 2047 Vision, a comprehensive Developed Rajasthan
2047 Vision Document has been prepared by the Government of Rajasthan.The Objective
of the document is To create a roadmap for a strong, self-reliant, and developed Rajasthan
by 2047.Notably it has been prepared by Rajasthan Institute for Transformational and
Innovation(RITI) with participation of 13 sectors, and 45 departments.

e Economic Target:

o By 2030 — $350 billion economy.
o By 2047 — $4.3 trillion economy.

e Focus Areas:

100% literacy.

Student-centric and skill-based education system.

Youth and women empowerment.

Universal quality healthcare.

Sustainable natural resource management.

Smart urbanisation & affordable housing.

Modern transportation system.

o Environmental conservation & green energy.

e Sectors covered: Agriculture, Health, Education, Industry, Mining, Tourism,
Infrastructure, Water security, Environmental sustainability, Rural & Urban
development, E-governance, Fiscal management.

e Preparation process: Stakeholder consultations with departments, experts, and
common citizens for vision-setting and practical strategies.

o O O O O O O

Detailed Explanation (for RAS Mains)

1. Background
o India aims for Developed India @2047; Rajasthan has aligned with this by
preparing its state-level roadmap.
o It ensures Rajasthan’s developmental goals are integrated with national
aspirations.
2. Institutional Mechanism
o Document prepared by Rajasthan Institute for Transformational and
Innovation (RITI).
o Wide participation from departments (45), sectors (13), and thematic areas
(4).
3. Targets
o Short term (2030) — $350 billion economy.
o Long term (2047) — $4.3 trillion economy, sustainable and inclusive.



.J-\
o 25st August 2025 13

only

o Social targets include literacy, quality education, healthcare, housing, gender
empowerment.
4. Key Development Themes
o Human Development: Literacy, education reforms, healthcare.
o Economic Growth: Industry, mining, tourism, agriculture.
o Infrastructure & Urbanisation: Smart cities, transport, housing, water
security.
o Sustainability: Renewable energy, environment protection, climate resilience.
5. Significance
o Provides strategic direction to all departments till 2047.
o Encourages public participation and stakeholder-driven governance.
o Sets measurable targets to evaluate progress.
o Links Rajasthan’s growth story with India’s global development goals.

T8l 3regare

el Torearst 2047 — fasT slegaic

qgaT

&F — ATHT TG AT ANSTam
ﬁw—mﬂr«?—r%aﬂgﬁuﬁ’d2047 (forfaa 9ra 2047 @ aRa)

AET g
o  JUTHAT g AlGI & Taoh i ad AR 2047 fasteT T IR gt T THR o faspiad Treredr 2047
farstet sterge Gam o
o  FTIHAT HSTeTellel AAT T IETETAT H Hidae ¥ 58 AU S &
o 32T — 2047 g gad, AT 3R e fad TaredTe =1r|
o  JSTEUH FEITYC B SHBIHITA US FeAlaelel GaRT AN, FHA 4 1A, 13 AereT 31 45 et &y
HTNERY T
o i og:
o 2030 a& — 350 faforae sfer i 3rdfcaaza|
o 2047 a — 4.3 fefoae ster fr 3rdcgaan|
o YTUfASHAIT:
100% Fr&rTar|
SIT-higd U hieTel ITUTRA A&
gar3it AR A3t T FRIferdion|
W*WWW?:JW|
Hdd GaTET JaeieT |

0O O O O O



.‘-n
o 25st August 2025

only

14

O THIC AEAHIVT T hrIT 3T |
o 3Myfash aRag cgawT|
O UATEROT EHETUT 3R g FaT |
o & SV, Fareey, RI&T, 3T, Telel, THesT, HTETHAT, STol GI&TT, TATRUNT TR, ATHOT T AL
faerra, $-arasta 3R Tt geere |
o Ay wfshar: faemme, fecTerment, fawar- A=t 3R 3maste § faR-Tadel X faaT sieggie dar|

1. gsoufA
) o‘\ R & [ TS F7t & Tehed i EATeT H IWA §U ISTEUT of 3T 39T U5HT JIR foham|
o wWa&ﬁ%mﬂuw@rq‘lmﬁlﬁ’fﬁaaﬁddoqﬂdl%I
2. TEAWETT SaE
o SlegHT TSN SEEITYLT BR STHBIARITe TS Faitaeret (RITI) & e famam|
o FaH 45 3o, 13 T 3R 4 A Fr @ganferar W@

o 2030 d& — 350 Sferaa ster fr 3rdegarar|
o 2047 a& — 4.3 feforgat ster &t el @ add srdcaawan|
o WA F&ET — HIERT, IUTaTquT 6T, FrEeT Jard, Afger-gar Ferferdenior|
4. vH@ AH
ATed faerd — TRA&TT, A8RAT, ey |
31Teen faehre — iV, 3T, Tee, Telel |
HTETTAT F AGLAAL0T — FATE T, IRage, 37ard, STeT FRat|
Heicl fashre — SAdTeh)olIY Ssil, TITaROT HETUT, STefary oreiielldet |

T F @t fameTt & fore Ioreifae feem aa Fear g
FAHTINERT 3R IRG YT &l sgrar g g |

vaTfel BT AT Syt iafRed #ar &

R & AT T16at A TT P AT |

MCQs

According to Rajasthan Vision Document 2047, what is the targeted size of the state’s
economy by 20477

1. S1.5 trillion
2. S$2.8 trillion
3. S4.3 trillion



.J-\
o 25st August 2025 15

only

4. S5.5 trillion

Answer: 3) $4.3 trillion
Explanation: The document sets an ambitious economic roadmap to transform Rajasthan
into a $350 billion economy by 2030 and a $4.3 trillion economy by 2047.

sTETe faetet Staggie 2047 & 31THR U &Y 3rdcgaer w7 2047 d &1 da2 frder 1@ &2

1. S1.5 fefoa
2. $2.8 fefoa
3. S4.3 Rfows
4. $5.5 fefage

3@ 3) $4.3 fefoaer
SATEAT: $H STagae 7 Taoredrs & 2030 d& $350 fafoe 31 2047 a& S$4.3 feferae sior & srdcaaedr a1t
T &Y TETIAT R |

Which institution prepared the Rajasthan Vision Document 2047?

NITI Aayog

Rajasthan Institute for Transformational and Innovation
Planning Commission of Rajasthan

Rajasthan Economic Advisory Council

HwN =

Answer: 2) Rajasthan Institute for Transformational and Innovation
Explanation: The document was prepared through participatory consultation involving 45
departments, 13 sectors, and multiple stakeholders, coordinated by RITL

TrerETet faetet starggie 2047 o EUT g IR forar aram ¢

ST 3T
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Rajasthan Mandap and Global Capability Center (IT
Hub) in Jaipur

Rajasthan Mandap and
Global Capability Center
(IT Hub) in Jaipur

Rajasthan government has given nod to the establishment of Rajasthan Mandap and
Global Capability Center (IT Hub) in Jaipur.The Project will be built on 95 acres of land in
Jaipur. Once materialised it will position Jaipur as a new hub of trade, technology, and
tourism.

fe<y 3regarer
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MCQ:
At which place Jaipur Mandapam will be set up?
1. Bhilwara
2. Jodhpur
3. Jaipurs
4. Kota

Ans. 3

SR FHETH fore TATeT OX FATRI fora Stree?
1. sfrerarst

2. SR

3. SR

4, preT
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