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Yamuna Water to Shekhawati (Hathnikund
Barrage, Shekhawati Project).
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The Rajasthan government reiterated its intentions to' have Yamuna water to reach
to the Shekhawati region through Hathnikund Barrage. Water Resources Minister
Suresh Singh Rawat added that Haryana has already given a written consent of the
proposed alignment@as recommended by the consultants, which has enhanced the
technical moves of the project. A combined Detailed Project Report (DPR) by
Rajasthan and Haryana is also likely to be delivered to the Central Water
Commission in the near future. The project work will commence in the financial year
2026-27 after receiving the necessary clearances of concerned departments. A
budget of 32000 crore has been allocated under the Rajasthan Budget 2026-27
towards this long awaited plan.

Status and critical decisions of the project.

e The Yamuna water will be supplied between Hathnikund Barrage and
Shekhawati.

e Haryana recent written consent is given on the alignment of the proposals
made by nominated consultants.

e On project implementation, it is scheduled to commence in FY 2026-27 with
requisite approvals.

e The project has been allocated a sum of 32000 crore in the Rajasthan Budget
2026-27.
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e The update has been announced by the Minister of Water Resources, Suresh
Singh Rawat at Jaipur (18 February).

Preparation of DPR and inter-State Framework.

e On 17 February 2024, a joint DPR was to be prepared with a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) signed between Rajasthan and Haryana.
As the Union Jal Shakti Minister, he was the chairman of the MoU signing.
Both states also formed a joint task force of joint planning.
The joint DPR is to be submitted to Central Water Commission (CWC) to
proceed with the processing.

This is important to Shekhawati because it will help the company expand its
customer base and increase sales of the Smartphone by.boosting its popularity.

Project objective: The project will address the needs of the Sikar, Churu; Jhunjhunu
and the surrounding areas; these needs include drinking water and other
requirements.

e The project is associated with a 30 years regional demand of constant water
supply.

e Itis expected that the results will be increased the levels of social,
educational, economic, and-health indicators in the region.

It is necessary to achieve Year-Round Availability of Yamuna Water.

e Three dams were proposed to be constructed in the Yamuna basin above
Hathnikund Barrage to have supply during the whole year.

e Of them, works of 2 dams namely, Renukaji and Lakhwar are now being
undertaken.

Conclusion

The Yamuna water project of Shekhawati has proceeded to the written consent of
Haryana on alignment and a jointly-prepared DPR which is currently on the verge of
submission to Central Water Commission. The project has a significant budgetary
allocation of 32,000 crore and is scheduled to commence in the FY 2026 27, which
will make the project one of the key projects to meet the long-standing drinking water
and developmental requirements in the north of Rajasthan.

MCQs (RAS Prelims Pattern)

Q1. Considering the Yamuna water project of Shekhawati, which of the following is
true?

a) It will begin in FY 2025- 26 and 12000 crore is assigned.
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b) It will begin in FY 2026-27 and the budget has allocated 32000 crore.

c) It will begin during FY 2027-28 and there is no provision of the budget.

d) Work has already commenced and the Haryana approval has yet to be received.
Answer: b

Explanation: The project will commence in the financial year 2026-27 when the
approvals are granted and Rajasthan Budget 2026-27 allocates 32000 crore to the
project.

Q2. The following MoU between Rajasthan and Haryana was signed concerning
Yamuna water to Shekhawati:

a) 17 February 2024, when preparing a joint DPR.

b) Immediate construction tendering, 18 February 2026.
c) 17 February 2025, to transfer complete river rights.
d) 18 February 2024, to end the joint task force.
Answer: a

Explanation: Rajasthan and Haryana signed an MoU on 17 February 2024 to draft a
joint DPR and a joint task force was also established to coordinate the effort.

Q3. Three dams are suggested above Hathnikund Barrage to provide the Yamuna
water throughout the year. And what are the two that are reported to be under
progress?

a) Tehri and Bhakra

b) Renukaiji and Lakhwar

c) Sardar Sarovar and Indira Sagar.
d) Hirakud and Rihand

Answer: b

Explanation: 3 dams on Yamuna River across Hathnikund Barrage have been
proposed and construction of Renukaji and Lakhwar is in progress.




1 February 19, 2026

only

QAGTATEY e JHAT STel (B UetTehs RroT-A@rarer
gRIIST)

TSAEATT TIHR ﬁgfﬂ?ﬂﬁmésmwﬁ AGTATET &1 e =T STl qsuld & 397
sﬂ?aﬁmﬁl aﬂm?rmﬁﬂ?%rﬁl%’uqd f ST ﬁw_{-lollschlil CEIRY H$4Ik’
AT TTSA4C WWTWFT%@HW%?@T% Forerey IR 47 e
SETTCY 2T ATl TRl § 1 ToredTeT 3R gRATOT e@RT @gerd faegd IR RGie (DPR)
a—dé‘réaaﬂaam(cwc:)a#rmaﬁrmvm wﬁa%mﬁﬁm&wmﬁm
et & a1e; IR O} e AT 9% 2026-27 A E BN | ASTEYTT olc 2026-27
ﬁﬁﬁéﬂﬂﬂ@ﬂ%ﬁﬁﬂ%mw,ooommwmﬁﬁmw%l

qRATSTT S R 3R gqE v
o  THAT STel T ITYfcl gfANhs IRreT F AWTaTer & ey Y S|

o [AGFT HeMEHRT SaRT FHIV 37T TSI W RATOT o gTed &1 A T
A AT yered H 8|

o RIS o ThATeadel T R AT Fdlhadl & a fdeg ay 202627 7
& A T HRIHA B

o SIEATA Fole 2026—27 H GRATSTSAT b T 32,000 S TII T YTTTeT ThaT
AT

o IE STThRT STl HHTL HAT FIU g T & STIGR & (18 W) A1 |

DPR &I IR 3R 37aR-U=A1 orar

o 17 BIAXT 2024 I ISTEATA 3R gRATOM & & THSHAT AT (MoU) T §EATER
fehw T, ATk @YFT DPR AR &l ST &eh |

o MoU A& o GHYT ho 1 STel AT FHAY ET&TdAT H |
o QT U o HYeFA ATl & [T Ueh HYeFeT Tk B oY a1fSet |

o TYFcl DPR T 3T ohY FishaT o T el Sief 3T (CWC) ohY T&cIcT foma
ST
A@TaTer & foIT Agca
I AWTETE! & fIT SHTAT Ageaqul § Fifeh SHY HUeil 39 ATEeh TR I TaEAR T
T 3R FATCHIT T S AIAT Terat [hT 7 Jefer Fat|
IRATSTAT T 3662

o RIS T 3ee 2T WA, TIEF, SFIo], TUT AT & &1 T HTTRTRAT3T I
AT &, SAH YTt 3R e TR AT B

o Ig IRASTAT e STt 3Tffet T 30 Tt & Tl 31T & &1 #19T A S g3 ¢




1 February 19, 2026

only

o 3TUET ¢ T 3Tk URUMATI®T 89 7 Ao, A67f0Teh, 3 3R Tarey
HehcTeh! & T H gefer grafl|

THAT STe hY I8 ITCISEIT FlA T LA
o R AY STl IMYIc STV TG o TIT giAeIhs RTeT oh FUR FAT ST & cfiet
et o fAATOT &7 gFaTa B
o ST 2 FUT-UFS HR TEIR—R H TIAT F Forfd I ¢

IGA=A

AGTATET & foIT JAT STt AR H gRAmom H fAfEd srensade TlHhfd Aert &
mmmaé%aﬂtw DPR eIy STeT 3TATeT ! GEel foht SiTel a:am:ﬁr%n
32,000 mmasaeaaaumaa:w T T 9% 202627 H PR URH 8l
HI AT & Told, Tg§ IRATSTAT 3R TSTEAT T oI TFHT T dell 31T Bk U 3R
TarerTer Hetil JTaRIAHATHT T T HYe ATel THE TRATSTAIT 3 ATTHT 5T Fehell ¢ |

MCQs (RAS IR gdiedr dea)

.1, AWTETE T JHAT STl TRASTAT oh Hedl H TAFAfel T & I hlel-AT Ul TET 872
a) I T a¥ 2025-26 # & g1 3IR 12,000 FIs 9L 3Tdfed &

b) I e a¥ 2026-27 # & g9 3R Fsfe 3 32,000 FRIS TIY T TG ¢

c) g Taeiiar ay 202728 # & 619 3R ToTc H IS raTee e o |

d) T gl &1 A &1 T & 3 §RITUM shr Eiepicr 378t areh B

3 b

SATEAT: IRATSTAT T &I 3T Teh FIhicdl Holel o e faeia a¥ 2026-27 & &

BT JEdTiad & 3R TSIy SoTE 2026 27 # 3T fow 32, ooommwm
forar I &1

¥.2. JHAT STeT ST AQTATCT cIh T & T H TTETT IR gRATOM & T MoU e
FEATETRE §31T?

a) 17 Tt 2024, §gFa DPR $RIR &t & farw

b) 18 AT 2026, dcehlel fAATOT CSRaT & forw

c) 17 ®aT 2025, goT AT TSR FEATRIT & faT

d) 18 HTal 2024, HYFT TFeh BT FATCH A & foIw

3t a

STEAT: ISTEYT 3R gRATOM o 17 B 2024 T FYFd DPR dIUR FIA & MoU W
EETER U 3R THeaT o [T HYeFT reen B off 17T T S|

¥.3. gfAlehs IRIeT & FUR IY-3R JHAT STel ST FIA & Tl ofiel sTell & &
PiT-T ST ST JaTTdd I IATT T &2

a) fegdr 31X am@sT

b) YUTHTSM 3R TT@aR

c) TER TR 3R fer avR




< February 19, 2026
only

d) 8RTeps 3R Ree

3 b

SATEAT: §A-1hs SRTST & FUR TeAT SfeT & et il 1 Jd1a 8, ST & J0Lehrsit
3R TR &l O R FETfT OR SR IR |

Rajasthan Increases Social Security Pension to
1300 Rupees per month.
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Rajasthan Increases

Social Security Pension

to 1300 Rupees

per month.

]

The Rajasthan government has resolved to raise the amount of monthly social
security pension 101300 instead of 1250. It has been decided in relation to the
provisions of the Rajasthan Minimum Income Guarantee Act, 2023 under the
instructions of the Chief Minister, Bhajanlal Sharma. The improved pension will apply
as effective as at 1 January 2026 and payable as at February 2026.

Who Will Benefit

The new amount of pensions will be applicable to those beneficiaries who are
covered on categories of social security pensions such as:

e Old age pensioners



v February 19, 2026

only

e Widows / single women
e Persons with disabilities
e Small and marginal farmers

It is believed that the move will directly affect about 91 lakh
pensioners in the state.

Fiscal Impact

e The increase in pensions will put another financial strain of approximately
550 crore per year to the state government.

e The government has said the move enhances the spirit of Antyodaya and
helps in dignified living of vulnerable and needy quarters.

Implication to Rajasthan (Exam Angle)

e Represents a welfare-based model that is consistent with a rights-based
model within a state law.

e Improves the societal security and offers economic assistance to the weaker
groups.

e Shows budgetary and administrative obligation by an effectively defined
effective date and payment schedule:

Conclusion

The move made by the Rajasthan government to increase the social security
pension of the population by a rate of 1,250 to 1,300 per month, by the Rajasthan
Minimum Income Guarantee Act, 2023, increases the welfare policy of the state
towards the vulnerable population of elderly, single women, persons with disabilities,
and small and marginal farmers. Since the increase is to be considered an increase
evaluated.as effective 1 January 2026 and payable 2 February 2026, the measure
will provide approximately 91 lakh pensioners with economic security, though at the
cost of estimated 550 crore per annum to the state budget.

MCQs (RAS Prelims Pattern)

Q1. Rajasthan has raised the monthly social security pension to 1,300 as compared
to 1,250. Since when will the increased amount be considered effective?

a) 1 January 2025
b) 1 February 2026
c) 1 January 2026
d) 18 February 2026
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Answer: ¢

Explanation: The higher amount of pension will be considered in effect on the 1
January of 2026, and the higher amount will be paid on the month of February of
2026.

Q2. The action to raise social security pension in Rajasthan has been adopted in
accordance to:

a) National Food Security Act, 2013

b) Minimum Income Guarantee Act, 2023 Rajasthan.

c) Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016.

d) Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act, 2005.
Answer: b

Explanation : In accordance with the Rajasthan Minimum Income Guarantee Act,
2023, the retirement pension increase has been passed under the compliance.

Q3. Using the example of social security pension increase in Rajasthan, we have the
following statements;

1. The raise in the pension would help approximately 91 lakh pensioners.
2. The extra financial cost to the state per year is approximately 550 crore.

Which one(s) of the above statements have been correct?

a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both1'and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: c

Explanation: The move is estimated to cover some 91 lakh pensioners and
generate an extra pressure of some 550 crore on the state exchequer each year.

TTSTEATT o HTATISTeh JRETT URIT deleh 21,300 Ui
HTE T

TSTEATT FIHR o AT A FTATTSI FI&T Jer=T AR bl 1,250  FoTT 1,300 ST T
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MCQs (RAS IR gdiedr dea)
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Budget 2026-27 Rajasthan: Propasitions of
citizen-focused services and transparent
management.
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Budget 2026-2] wg
Rajasthan -
PROPOSITIONS OF CITIZEN-

FOCUSED SERVICES AND
TRANSPARENT MANAGEMENT.

The spirit of the Antyodaya has seen Rajasthan prioritize the citizen-centric approach
as the main pillar of the policies. The Rajasthan Budget 2026-27 by Chief Minister
Bhajanlal Sharma unveils significant provisions of the digital governance and open
administration to enhance the ease of access and quicker grievance redressal. Such
announcements as Next-Generation Citizen Service Reforms, Once-Only Principle
of documents, integration of JanAadhaar database with departmental portals to
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improve welfare eligibility and 100 services through WhatsApp have been
announced. Service-delivery outcomes were also promoted by the state in the
Economic Review 2025-26, such as the grievance disposal performance with
Rajasthan Sampark 181.

The following are the key provisions of the budget 2026-27
concerning the citizen services.

e More emphasis on digital governance and open administration to establish
elevated levels of service delivery by the government.

e Reforms in Next-Generation Citizen Services declared to guarantee quicker
and more efficient services.

e To expand the use of online delivery of services using platforms and smart
service centres.

Reforms in the next generation in citizen service:

Once-Only Principle

It will be a single submission of documents by citizens and entrepreneurs.
Internal sharing of documents will be done through the departments
distributing the same documents and eliminating the duplication of paper
work.

Integrating Data to Improve Welfare Eligibility.

e JanAadhaar database will be connected with the criteria and portals of various
departments.
e Goal: make sure that qualified citizens get welfare services, on time.

Expansionsof.Service Access and 100 Services through WhatsApp.

e The government declared that it was delivering its essential services through
WhatsApp.

e 25,000 young people and women will be licensed as an e-Mitra Mini to offer
mobile-based services.

By progressive stages, Urban local bodies will establish and man Smart
Service Centres where online services can be received such as:

e Birth and death and marriage registration certificates.

e Fire NOC

e Other services that are related to permission/licence.
The Digital Rajasthan New Policy Measures.

e Due Announcement of new IT Policy to reach Digital Rajasthan objective.
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e Digital Infrastructure Facilitation Policy to offer State Data Centre services to
startups, MSMEs and citizens at reasonable prices.

Geo-spatial Policy to enhance the decision making power in regions
including:

Disaster management

Urban planning

Agriculture
Environmental monitoring

Information-Based Governance: CM-PRAN and RITI.

e An outcome-focused welfare schemes unit CM-PRAN ( Policy, Research and
Analytics for Measurable Action and Nexus) will be established.

e Rs.10 crore disbursement to receive Rajasthan Institute of Transformation
and Innovation (RITI) which was established along the lines of NITI Aayog.

Public Offices and Local Institutions Infrastructure
Expenditure.

3000 crore development works provision including:

e Mini secretariats and key office structures in 8 new districts created.
e Construction works and other buildings of 94 new Panchayat Samitis.
e Gram Panchayat basic infrastructures and works in 3,467 gram panchayats.

There was an announcement of the modified form of Rajasthan Jan Vishwas Act 2.0
to enhance good governance and involvement of the people.

Digital Upgrades and Performance of Service Delivery.

The quality of service delivery was emphasized in the Economic
Review 2025-26.

Within the year 2025 by way of Rajasthan Sampark 181:

Cumulative number of complaints registered: 34.43 lakh
Disposed grievances: 33.88 lakh (less than 2)

e Rajasthan Sampark 2.0 was introduced as an improvement of the digital
governance structure.

Digital Assistance to Farmer using Rajkisan Sathi.

e DBT is paid to farmers via the portal known as Rajkisan Sathi until December
2025 at a rate of 3,566 crore.
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Receiving support/services associated with:

e Over 1.53 crore seed mini-kits.
e Quality-control sampling plant of samples of seeds, fertilisers and pesticides
(amounting to) of over 1.35 lakh samples.

Conclusion

Rajasthan Budget 2026- 27 puts citizen-centric governance at the level of delivery in
the form of Next-Generation Citizen Service Reforms, WhatsApp-based services,
and data-linked welfare eligibility. The state is aiming at making local institutions and
digital support to farmers and at making its public services faster, simpler, and more
transparent with new digital policies, CM-PRAN to evidence-based decisions, and
upgrades such as Rajasthan Sampark 2.0.

MCQs (RAS Prelims Pattern)

Q1. The Next-Generation Citizen Service Reforms of Rajasthan include the principle
of Once-Only, which simply refers to:

a) Citizens are to provide documents annually in order to renew services.

b) It is only the entrepreneurs and not the citizens who are required to submit
documents online.

c) Once the documents are submitted by citizens and entrepreneurs, they are shared
internally and the documents are distributed by departments.

d) Departments cease to accept-any documents but are to rely on affidavits.
Answer: c

Explanation: Once-Only Principle would help minimize the repetitive paperwork by
accepting only.one.copy of documents submitted by citizens and entrepreneur and
allowing them to be shared among the departments in order to deliver services to its
citizens.

Q2. According to Rajasthan Sampark 181 performance of 2025, what is the correct
answer to the following?

a) 33.88 lakh complaints were registered and 34.43 disposed.

b) 34.43 lakh grievances were received and 33.88 lakh disposed (over 98%).
c) 98% of complaints were in the queue because of absence of portals.

d) It had registered grievances of only 18.1 lakh using the system.

Answer: b
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Explanation: Rajasthan Sampark 181 registered 34.43 lakh grievances in 2025, out
of which 33.88 lakh were disposed - over 98 percent disposal.

Q3. Taking into account the following statements connected with budget
announcements related to the digital service delivery and support farmers:

1. The state of Rajasthan declared that it would provide 100 services through
WhatsApp.

2. DBT transfers of 3,566 crore reached farmers were made possible using the
Rajkisan Sathi portal until December 2025.

Which of the above-presented statements are correct?
a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: c

Explanation : The plan is to offer 100 services through WhatsApp in the budget, and
Rajkisan Sathi portal recorded DBT transfers of 3.566 crore till December 2025.
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	Yamuna Water to Shekhawati (Hathnikund Barrage, Shekhawati Project). 
	Status and critical decisions of the project. 
	 Preparation of DPR and inter-State Framework. 
	It is necessary to achieve Year-Round Availability of Yamuna Water. 

	Conclusion 
	 MCQs (RAS Prelims Pattern) 

	शेखावाटी तक यमुना जल (हथिनीकुंड बैराज–शेखावाटी परियोजना) 
	परियोजना की स्थिति और प्रमुख निर्णय 
	DPR की तैयारी और अंतर-राज्यीय ढांचा 
	शेखावाटी के लिए महत्व 
	परियोजना का उद्देश्य 
	यमुना जल की वर्ष-भर उपलब्धता सुनिश्चित करना 

	निष्कर्ष 
	MCQs (RAS प्रारंभिक परीक्षा पैटर्न) 

	Rajasthan Increases Social Security Pension to 1300 Rupees per month. 
	Who Will Benefit 
	It is believed that the move will directly affect about 91 lakh pensioners in the state. 
	Fiscal Impact 
	Implication to Rajasthan (Exam Angle) 

	 Conclusion 
	 MCQs (RAS Prelims Pattern) 

	राजस्थान ने सामाजिक सुरक्षा पेंशन बढ़ाकर ₹1,300 प्रति माह की 
	किन्हें लाभ मिलेगा 
	इस निर्णय से राज्य में लगभग 91 लाख पेंशनर्स को प्रत्यक्ष लाभ मिलने की संभावना है। 
	वित्तीय प्रभाव 
	राजस्थान के लिए महत्व (परीक्षा दृष्टि से) 
	निष्कर्ष 

	MCQs (RAS प्रारंभिक परीक्षा पैटर्न) 

	Budget 2026-27 Rajasthan: Propositions of citizen-focused services and transparent management. 
	The following are the key provisions of the budget 2026-27 concerning the citizen services. 
	Reforms in the next generation in citizen service. 
	Once-Only Principle 
	Integrating Data to Improve Welfare Eligibility. 
	Expansion of Service Access and 100 Services through WhatsApp. 
	By progressive stages, Urban local bodies will establish and man Smart Service Centres where online services can be received such as: 
	The Digital Rajasthan New Policy Measures. 
	 Geo-spatial Policy to enhance the decision making power in regions including: 
	Information-Based Governance: CM-PRAN and RITI. 

	Public Offices and Local Institutions Infrastructure Expenditure. 
	3000 crore development works provision including: 

	The quality of service delivery was emphasized in the Economic Review 2025-26. 
	Within the year 2025 by way of Rajasthan Sampark 181: 
	Digital Assistance to Farmer using Rajkisan Sathi. 
	Receiving support/services associated with: 

	 Conclusion 
	 MCQs (RAS Prelims Pattern) 

	बजट 2026–27 राजस्थान: नागरिक-केंद्रित सेवाओं और पारदर्शी प्रशासन के प्रावधान 
	बजट 2026–27 के नागरिक सेवाओं से जुड़े प्रमुख प्रावधान 
	नेक्स्ट-जनरेशन सिटिजन सर्विस रिफॉर्म्स 
	वन्स-ओनली प्रिंसिपल 
	पात्रता सुधार हेतु डेटा एकीकरण 
	व्हाट्सऐप के जरिए 100 सेवाएं और सेवा पहुंच का विस्तार 
	डिजिटल राजस्थान के लिए नई नीतिगत पहल 
	डेटा-आधारित शासन: CM-PRAN और RITI 
	सार्वजनिक कार्यालयों और स्थानीय संस्थाओं के लिए अवसंरचना व्यय 
	सेवा-प्रदायगी का प्रदर्शन और डिजिटल अपग्रेड 
	राजकिसान साथी के जरिए किसानों को डिजिटल सहायता 

	निष्कर्ष 
	MCQs (RAS प्रारंभिक परीक्षा पैटर्न) 


