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National Bamboo Mission.

On April 1, a two-day state level seminar on the National Bamboo Mission,
concluded at the State institute of Agricultural management, Durgapura, Jaipur.
Agriculture Minister Dr. Kirori Lal was the one to open the seminar. Around 100
stakeholders from 12 districts of Rajasthan participated in the event. The programme
concerned the importance of bamboo as a multi-purpose, fast-growing, and
eco-friendly plant that can reinforce the livelihoods of people in rural areas, increase
soil conservation, and mitigate the effects of climate change. Another issue that was
raised in the seminar was the increased role of the National Bamboo Mission in
enhancing bamboo production, processing, and entrepreneurship in Rajasthan.

Key Highlights

e Organiser of the seminar State Institute of Agricultural Management,
Durgapura; Jaipur.

e |t was a seminar on a state level on the National Bamboo Mission and it

lasted two days.

The event was closed on April 1.

The seminar was opened by the Agriculture Minister Dr. Kirori Lal.

Approximately 100 stakeholders were involved in the programme.

The sample was 12 districts (Dungarpur, Banswara, Udaipur, Sirohi,

Rajsamand, Pali, Chittorgarh, Salumber, Kota, Baran, Jhalawar and

Pratapgarh).
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e Bamboo was advertised as an all-purpose, rapid-growing and
environmentally-friendly plant.

e Experts pointed out its contribution to the livelihoods of rural populations, soil
preservation, and climate change reduction.

Bamboo Potential within Rajasthan

e According to experts, there is a good potential in the cultivation of bamboo in
various agro-climatic areas of Rajasthan particularly in the southern districts.

e Currently, there are almost 2.5% of bamboo in the forested area of the state. It
equally forms a significant source of income in tribal areas.

e This renders bamboo of importance not only on environmental prospectus but
also on the socio-economic front to Rajasthan.

National Bamboo Mission: Plans and Financial Provisions.

e |t was emphasized in the seminar that the National Bamboo Mission has been
re-initiated as an innovation project in 202526.

e During this stage, a work plan of 93.38 lakh has been accepted to train,
expose interstate visits, state-level seminars and set up high-tech nurseries.

An annual action plan of Rs 303.79 lakh was forwarded to the
Government of India regarding the financial year 202627.

This plan includes:

e Bamboo nurseries in 12 districts were established.
e Plantation activities

e CFC: Development of Common Facility Centres.

e Conduct of training programmes.

Such measures will increase the economic activity based on
bamboo and will create new jobs.

Seminar Objectives.

Objectives

To create awareness on the cultivation of bamboo.

To disseminate scientific methods concerning the farming of bamboo.
To encourage rural entrepreneurship of bamboo.

To enhance the integration of farmers, scientists, and officials.
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Areas Discussed

The seminar involved discussions on:

The potential of bamboo-based agriculture.
Plantation and crop management.

Bamboo response to climate change.
Rural entrepreneurship

Value addition

Marketing and supply chain development.
Agro-forestry

Nursery development

Post-harvest management

E-commerce opportunities

Bamboo Economy in Rajasthan.

Expected Outcomes

e |tis hoped that the seminar will enhance the level of awareness about
scientific methods of bamboo production.and assist.in finding the right
bamboo species in various areas.

e |t will also enhance networking among the stakeholders related to the bamboo
industry.

e Farmer-scientist interaction sessions and participant suggestion sessions
were also organised, from which important suggestions were received for
promoting bamboo-based livelihoods and entrepreneurship.

Conclusion

The national bamboo mission seminar at state level has revitalized the development
of bamboo in Rajasthan. Bamboo can become a significant pillar of rural economy,
tribal livelihood, and climate-resilient development in the state with the support of
financial planning, nursery expansion, training, and entrepreneurship.

MCQs

1: Which college was the venue of the two-day state level seminar on the National
Bamboo Mission in Rajasthan?

(a) Bikaner, Rajasthan Agricultural University.
(b) State Institute of Agricultural Management, Durgapura, Jaipur.

(c) Indian Council of Agricultural Research, New Delhi.
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(d) Forest Research Institute, Jodhpur, Rajasthan.
Answer: (b)

Explanation: The seminar of two days was a state level on the National Bamboo
Mission held by the State Institute of Agricultural Management, Durgapura, Jaipur.
The event was held in the presence of approximately 100 stakeholders who
represented 12 districts in the state of Rajasthan and was dedicated to the bamboo
cultivation, processing, and entrepreneurship, as well as its importance in rural lives,
environmental preservation, and climate change reduction.

2. What is the current percentage of the forest area in the state of Rajasthan that is
covered by bamboo?

(@) 1.5%
(b) 2.5%
(c) 4.5%
(d) 6.5%

Answer: (b)

Explanation : Scholars at the seminar have said that bamboo is now present in
almost 2.5 percent of the forest cover in Rajasthan. This is especially relevant in the
tribal areas, where bamboo is a significant means of livelihood. As noted in the
seminar, it is possible to further develop this already existing base via scientific
cultivation, nursery development and government support within the National
Bamboo Mission.

3. What was the amount proposed in the annual action plan submitted to the
Government of India to 202627 in the National Bamboo Mission in Rajasthan?

a) Rs 93.38 lakh
b) Rs 150.25 lakh
C

(
(
(c) Rs 303.79 lakh
(d) Rs 503.79 lakh
Answer: (C)

Explanation: The state of Rajasthan had submitted a yearly action plan of 303.79
lakh to the Government of India under the National Bamboo Mission in the financial
year 202627. The plan involves setting up of bamboo nurseries in 12 districts,
plantation, Common Facility Centres, and training programmes. It is the attempt to
enhance the economy, rural industry, and job creation by the state on the basis of
bamboo economy.
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Jaipur DISCOM Revenue Collection
Jaipur Vidyut Vitran Nigam Limited (Jaipur DISCOM) recorded the highest revenue it
has collected in the past 26 years in the financial year 2025 26. With the leadership
of Chief Minister Bhajanlal Sharma and under the guidance of the Energy Minister

Hiralal Nagar, over 29,462 crores were collected out of a total billing of 28,863

crores. This implies that not only was Jaipur DISCOM able to collect the total amount
billed to the consumers of electricity supplied over the year but it also collected Rs
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599 crore in the old dues. Through this, the corporation realized 102 percent revenue
realization, which is the highest ever in the history of the corporation.

Key Highlights

e DISCOM Jaipur had collected over Rs 29,462 crore in FY 2025-26.
The cumulative billing amount in the year was 28,863 crore.
The company collected over 599 crore in excess of the amount billed using
old pending dues.
102 percent revenue collection was attained in Jaipur DISCOM.
This is the largest revenue the corporation has ever earned in its 26 year
history.
101.02 percent was the highest revenue realization in 201718.
AT&C losses were reduced to the lowest point of 9.24 percent, the first time.
e Distribution losses reduced to 11.02 percent.

Zone-Wise Performance

e Bharatpur Zone was the one that collected the highest revenue at 104.63
percent.
Kota Zone came next at 103.64 percent followed by

e Jaipur Zone at 101.32 percent.

Circle-Wise Revenue Collection

Jaipur DISCOM recorded a high of over 100 percent revenue collection in all the 18
circles in FY 202526.

Top-performing circlesiincluded:

e Karauli — 108.80 percent

Bundi — 105.66 percent

Kota — 104.08 percent

Bharatpur — 103.75 percent
Dholpur — 103.71 percent

Sawai Madhopur — 103.71 percent

Other circles took a good part:

Baran — 103.19 percent

Deeg — 102.55 percent

Dausa — 102.36 percent

Jaipur City South -102.05 percent.
Jaipur City North 102 percent.
Tonk — 101.77 percent

Jhalawar — 101.77 percent
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Alwar — 101.46 percent

Kotputli— 101.08 percent

Jaipur District North -101 percent.
Bhiwadi — 100.52 percent

Jaipur District South 100.50 percent.

Steps that have been undertaken to enhance revenue
collection.

Revenue Recovery Steps

e Jaipur DISCOM gave top priority to 100 percent billing and revenue recovery
throughout the financial year.

e Regular monitoring was done for sub-divisions with high losses and poor
recovery.

e The accounts branch officers in the headquarters were designated as nodal
officers in each circle.

e They defined the problems in billing and collection to the sub-division level.

Remedial initiatives were also undertaken to recoup incomes of the departments like
the Public Health Engineering, Panchayati Raj institutions and urban local bodies. A
list of PDC consumers having dues of over Rs 50,000 and over 20,000 were made
and every possible effort made to recover the dues was channeled to them.

Zero Defective Meter Initiative

e The other significant enhancement to the increased revenue was the
realization of zero defective meters in every circle.

e It was the first time that Jaipur DISCOM relieved all its circles of defective
meters-and remained to keep them off such issues.

e This decreased the average billing and guaranteed proper billing according to
the real-time consumption of electricity.

Reduction in Losses

Jaipur DISCOM was also attentive to reinforce the electricity distribution system. The
advantage of cheap solar power is being offered to farms and households through
schemes like KUSUM and PM Surya Ghar. The pace of RDSS implementation was
also increased to improve the electricity network.

As a result:

e Distribution losses reduced to 11.02 percent.
e AT&C losses decreased to 9.24 percent which is the lowest recorded by the
corporation.
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This has been one of the greatest accomplishments since this does not only imply
better collection efficiency but also improved technical and administrative
performance.

Year-Wise Revenue Performance

The yearly revenue realization in Jaipur DISCOM is improving steadily:

2004-05: 99.68 percent
2005-06: 99.25 percent
2006-07: 99.53 percent
2007-08: 98.97 percent
2008-09: 99.24 percent
2009-10: 98.25 percent
2010-11: 99.19 percent
2011-12: 98.49 percent
2012-13: 97.75 percent
2013-14: 96.08 percent
2014-15: 97.76 percent
2015-16: 98.44 percent
2016-17: 98.36 percent
2017-18: 101.02 percent
2018-19: 98.41 percent
2019-20: 96.34 percent
2020-21: 97.51 percent
2021-22: 100.88 percent
2022-23: 100.66 percent
2023-24: 100.41 percent
2024-25: 100.79 percent
2025-26: 102 percent

Conclusion

The record revenue collection of Jaipur DISCOM in FY 202526 will become a
milestone in the power sector in Rajasthan. The old dues recovery, 100 percent
billing focus, zero defective meter initiative and reduction in AT&C losses all indicate
a significant change in the financial and operational efficiency. This accomplishment
can enhance the objective of the state of self-reliance on energy and improved
governance of the power sector.

MCQs
1. What did Jaipur DISCOM collect in total revenue in the 2025-26 financial year?
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(a) Rs 28,863 crore
(b) Rs 27,599 crore
(c) More than Rs 29,462 crore
(d) Rs 30,599 crore
Answer: (C)

Explanation: Jaipur DISCOM had over Rs 29,462 crore at the financial year 202526.
This exceeded the sum of all the billing of Rs 28,863 crore implying that the
corporation not only billed the entire amount in the year but also billed an amount of
599 crore old pending dues. This contributed to record 102 percent collection of
revenue by Jaipur DISCOM.

2. What was the highest percentage of revenue collection in the three zones of
Jaipur DISCOM in FY 2025267

(a) Jaipur Zone

(b) Kota Zone

(c) Alwar Zone

(d) Bharatpur Zone

Answer: (d)

Explanation : The highest revenue collection was registered in Bharatpur Zone out of
three zones of Jaipur DISCOM in FY 2025-26 with 104.63 percent revenue
collection. This is particularly notable given the fact that districts within this zone like
Bharatpur, Deeg, Dholpur and Karauli have long been perceived to be hard and
impractical in terms of bill recovery because of the pending dues and electricity theft
related problems.

3. What was the AT&C loss attained by Jaipur DISCOM in FY 2025- 267
(a) 11.02 percent
(b) 10.24 percent
(c) 9.24 percent
(d) 8.02 percent

Answer: (c)

Explanation: Jaipur DISCOM reduced its AT&C losses to 9.24 percent in FY 202526,
the lowest ever in the history of the corporation. This marked also the first period,
when the AT&C losses decreased to below 10 percent. The success is attributed to
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improved collection efficiency, improved distribution management, less defective
meters, and the effect of reforms and schemes to enhance the electricity system.
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Rekha Meena has won the Good Design Award
2025
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Rekha Meena is another gifted daughter of Rajasthan, who is admired globally with
creative brilliance in designing. She is linked with the Swedish car manufacturer
Volvo Cars which is reputed, and she was awarded the Good Design Award 2025.
She received the award on March 20 during a ceremony that was held in Athens,
Europe. This fact shows her rising prominence in the world of design and also makes
Rajasthan and India proud. Her success is indicative of the growing role of Indian
experts in the creative and industrial design fields around the world.

Key Highlights

e Rekha Meena was born in Rajasthan and was internationally recognized as a
creative talent.

e She is connected with one of the Swedish reputable car companies, which is
known as Volvo Cars.

e She was awarded the Good Design Award 2025.
The ceremony took place in Athens in Europe, on March 20.
Previously at the global level in the year 2023, she won the first prize in the
category of best colour and interior design.
She was chosen in 2024 as a judge in the same competition.
The Chicago Athenaeum Museum initiated the Good Design Award in 1950.
The award is presented as the best work in terms of design creativity,
innovation, and sustainability.
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The International Achievement of Rekha Meena.

e Rekha Meena has become one of the most active designers in the world of
design.

e Her affiliation with Volvo Cars and her appreciation in a global stage illustrate
her unremitting superiority in automobiles and innovative design.

e The Good Design Award 2025 is a significant achievement since the award is
considered to be one of the honourable awards in the design industry.

The continuity approach to her earlier success makes her even more successful. As
of 2023, she won the best colour and interior design in the international level in the
first place. In 2024, she got the appointment as a judge in the same competition.
This demonstrates her increased credibility and power in the design industry.

The Good Design Award is a Japanese designiaward:

Good Design Award This is an award initiated by the Chicago Athenaeum Museum
in 1950.

It is nominated in the excellence in:

e Design creativity
e Innovation
e Sustainability

The award has over the years evolved to be a globally revered award in the world of
design. The award will put Rekha Meena in the company of bright and successful
international designers and innovators.

Importance of the Achievement.

The importance of Rekha Meena in the world of personal success is not limited to a
single individual but serves as an example that can be followed by young
professionals in Rajasthan and India. Her achievement demonstrates that the Indian
talent is leaving a great.imprint in the global creative sectors. It also highlights the
increasing role of design, innovation and sustainability in the contemporary global
economy.

Conclusion

Good Design Award 2025 by Rekha Meena is a source of pride to Rajasthan and
India. Her success in 2023 in winning a global design prize and becoming a judge in
2024, as well as an awardee once again in 2025, indicates a long-term excellence.
Her success is a motivating story of how inventiveness, innovativeness, and hard
work can bring fame around the world.
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MCQs

1.Which company was Rekha Meena associated with and was awarded the Good
Design Award 20257

(a) BMW

(b) Volvo Cars
(c) Tesla

(d) Toyota

Answer: (b)

Explanation : Rekha Meena, a design professional based in Rajasthan, won the
Good Design Award 2025 when she was working at Volvo Cars, a Swedish and
reputable automobile company. Her recognition is the result of her work in creative
and industrial design on the international level and the existence of Indian talent on
the international scale in the automotive design industry.

2. When was Rekha Meena chosen as a judge in the same competition?
(a) 2022
(b) 2023
(c) 2024
(d) 2025

Answer: (c)

Explanation : As an explanation, the contestant Rekha Meena was chosen as a
judge during the competition in 2024. This was following her success in 2023, where
she won the first-prize at the international level, in the category of best colour and
interior design. Her appointment to be a judge demonstrates the respect and
confidence that she gained in the global design world.

3. The Good Design Award was started in 1950 by which institution?
(a) British Design Council.
(b) Chicago Athenaeum Museum.
(c) Swedish Design Academy.
European Creative Forum (d).

Answer: (b)
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Explanation : The Chicago Athenaeum Museum initiated the Good Design Award in
1950. It is awarded on exceptional output in design creativity, innovation and
sustainability. As time went by, it has been rated as one of the well-known
international awards in the design sector, and the award to Rekha Meena is a major
award around the world.
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Rebounder ball Championship
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The second National Rebounder ball Championship was also held successfully in
Rajasthan with the teams representing different parts of the nation performing well.
Tamil Nadu became the overallwinner with @ spectacular show and also continued
to dominate various age categories. Rajasthan too fared well at the tournament and
made the state proud as it won several categories of medals. The tournament helped
to emphasize the popularity of the Rebounder ball and the spirit of competitiveness
of young and older players of various states.

Key Highlights

Second National Rebounder ball championship was hosted in Rajasthan.
Teams were competing all over India.

Tamil Nadu was the overall tournament champion.

Tamil'Nadu was a gold medal winner in the junior age groups of Under-17 and
Under-14.

Rajasthan took silver medals in both Under-17 and Under-14.

Haryana is a third place winner in the Under-17 category.

In the Under-14, Delhi was the bronze winner.

Rajasthan performed very well in the senior category.

Rajasthan is the gold medalist in the women category.

Delhi was the silver medalist in the men category.

Haryana was a silver medalist in the women category.
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Rajasthan’s Performance

e Rajasthan performed well in the championship and was able to win both gold
and silver medals.

e The state achieved silver in Under-17 and Under-14 divisions in the junior
divisions. Rajasthan was the golden winner in the senior women category.

e This win demonstrates the increasing power of the state in Rebounder ball
both at junior and senior levels.

Overall Tournament Outcome

e Tamil Nadu was the most successful team in the championship as they were
made the overall champion.

e Its players took control in the junior divisions and won the gold medals in the
Under-17 and Under-14 events.

e Other states also fared well with Haryana and Delhi collecting medals in other
categories. There was a good competition among state teams in the
championship.

Prize Distribution Ceremony

e Rebounder ball India President, Anil Jain was the chief guest of the prize
distribution ceremony. Secretary Ramesh Singh, Treasurer, K.K. Pradhan and
Sanjay Kumar also motivated the players during the event.

e Technical officials who assisted in the smooth running of the championship
were Harshit Yadav, Akil Ahmed, and Mukesh Kumar, whose role in the
management of the championship was of significance.

Conclusion

The second Rebounder ball National championship was a significant sport occasion
in Rajasthan. Although Tamil Nadu emerged as the overall winner, the unique
performance of the state in terms of winning the medals in the junior and senior
category made the state one of the most important performers in the tournament. It
was also the sign of the expanding size of Rebounder ball as a developing sport in
India.

MCQs

1. What was the state that won the general title of the second national Rebounder
ball championship?

(a) Rajasthan
(b) Haryana
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(c) Tamil Nadu
(d) Delhi
Answer: (c)

Explanation: Tamil Nadu became the general winner of the second National
Rebounder ball Championship. The state played very well in the tournament and
particularly in the junior sections by conquering the gold in both Under-17 and
Under-14. Its good performance in events also enabled it to win the overall
championship before other competing states.

2. Which category did Rajasthan receive the gold medal in the championship?
(a) Under-17 category
(b) Under-14 category
(c) Senior men category.
(d) Category of senior women.

Answer: (d)

Explanation: Rajasthan made it to the gold medal in senior women section of the
second National Rebounder ball Championship. This was a significant milestone to
the state since it demonstrated the good representation of Rajasthan not only in
junior events where it secured silver medals, but also in senior competition with an
exemplary performance in the women category.

3. Who was the chief guest inthe prize distribution ceremony?
(a) K.K: Pradhan
(b) Ramesh Singh
(c) Anil Jain

(d) Mukesh Kumar

Answer: (c)

Explanation: Rebounder ball India President Anil Jain was the chief guest in the prize
distribution ceremony of the second National Rebounder ball Championship. He was
there to give the event importance. Other officials and office-bearers such as
Ramesh Singh, K.K. Pradhan, Sanjay Kumar, and technical staff were also
significant in helping and motivating the participants.
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