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Sector: Agriculture and AgriTech and Investment Promotion.

Topic :- Rajasthan to exhibit Agricultural Innovation at GRAM-2026 Roadshow in New
Delhi.

Introduction

The roadshow of Global Rajasthan Agritech Meet (GRAM)-2026 will be held on 23 April
2026, at Convention Hall, Hotel The Ashok, New Delhi. The event will be a significant move
towards making Rajasthan a major hub of agricultural innovation and investment. It seeks to
project the progressive agricultural policies, investment potential and opportunities that
exist in agriculture and allied industries in the state in front of national.and international
stakeholders. The roadshow will also help foster meaningful collaboration with industries,
startups, and academic institutions, which will further empower the transformation of
agriculture in Rajasthan and put in place a more robust platform of innovation-led growth.

The most important details of the Roadshow are as follows.

e The roadshow will be held on 23 April 2026 in New Delhi.

e ltis also being planned to speed up the preparations of the GRAM—-2026.

e The programme will emphasize the agro policy and investment opportunities of
Rajasthan.

e |t will target at agritech, agriculture and related industries.

e The event aims at facilitating innovation, investment and strategic alliances in the
state.

Participation.and Stakeholders

The roadshow will engage a vast number of stakeholders related to agriculture and agritech.
These comprise of policy guides, policymakers, industrialists, entrepreneurs, agritech
startups, Farmer Producer Organisations (FPOs) and progressive farmers. Their involvement
is important since it establishes a shared ground of discourse among the government, the
private sector, research institutes and the farming communities. This kind of interaction can
be used to find viable solutions, investment opportunities and partnering opportunities in
the future development of the agricultural industry in Rajasthan.

The areas of discussion include:

Industry representatives will have special sessions during the roadshow where they will
share their experiences and ideas. The agritech area and the best practices application will
be discussed in terms of innovation. The programme will also shed light on the strategy and
vision of Rajasthan on how it plans to transform its agricultural sector. Moreover, discussions
with key businesses, startups and academicians will be conducted on potential areas of
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collaboration within the state. This renders the event significant as a marketing platform as
well as a policy and partnership-making exercise.

The importance of the Roadshow

The analysis wise, this is a significant development since it indicates how Rajasthan has been
trying to improve its agriculture by use of technology, investing and institutional co-
operation. It also demonstrates the increase in the contribution of agritech, startups, and
organised farmer groups to the development of agriculture. The roadshow may be regarded
as the larger initiative of linking governance, personal investment, and innovation to
enhance productivity and competitiveness in agriculture. On this note, theeévent is a big
administrative and economic project to the state.

Conclusion

The roadshow of the Global Rajasthan Agritech Meet (GRAM)2026 is a major initiative to
give Rajasthan a boost in the sphere of agricultural innovation and investment. It will unite
policymakers, industry leaders, startups, farmers, and academic institutions and is likely to
introduce new areas of collaboration and jumpstart the agricultural change in the state.

MCQs

1. What is the venue of the roadshow of Global Rajasthan Agritech Meet (GRAM)-2026,
taking place on 23 April 20267

A. Jaipur Exhibition Centre.

B. Convention Hall, Hotel The Ashok, New Delhi
C. Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi.

D. Rajasthan International Centre, Jaipur
Answer: B

Explanation : Global Rajasthan Agritech Meet (GRAM)- 2026 roadshow will be held on 23
April 2026, at the Convention Hall, Hotel The Ashok, New Delhi. The venue is significant as
the event will showcase the agricultural potential of Rajasthan and will be able to attract the
participation of more stakeholders both national and international.

2. What is the overall purpose of the GRAM-2026 roadshow?
A. To give farm subsidies to farmers.
B. To carry out crop buying activities.

C. To introduce the agricultural policies, investment potential and opportunities in
agriculture and allied sector in Rajasthan.
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D. To declare a new irrigation census.
Answer: C

Explanation : The primary goal of the road show is to present the progressive agricultural
policies, investment opportunities in Rajasthan and the possibilities in agriculture and allied
sector in a larger stage. It is also meant to promote collaborations with industries, startups,
and higher education institutions, and thus a significant project in agricultural
transformation.

3. Which of the following groups is specifically targeted to attend the GRAM2026 roadshow?
A. Ministers of the government and judges only.
B. Only agricultural labour unions

C. Policy makers, industrialists, entrepreneurs, agritech startups, FPQs; and progressive
farmers.

D. Only international trade delegations
Answer: C

Explanation: The event will be a.multi-stakeholder platform. Based on the provided
information, policy guides, policymakers, industrialists, entrepreneurs, agritech startups,
Farmer Producer Organisations (FPOs), and progressive farmers will be included. This
widespread involvement is indicative of the government trying to encourage cooperation
and innovation within the agricultural sector in Rajasthan.
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Sector: Agriculture, Biotechnology and Seed Regulation.

Topic: Bt Cotton Hybrid Seeds Sale Allowed in Rajasthan in Kharif 2026.
Introduction

The Rajasthan government has officially. authorized the sale of Bt cotton hybrid seeds of
Kharif 2026 to commercially grow non-maodified (BG-Il, GFM) Bt cotton hybrids. It has been
decided as per the suggestionsof the recommendation of the Genetic Engineering Appraisal
Committee (GEAC) under the Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change and
the Standing Committee on Bt Cotton. Under this scheme, the supply of Bt cotton hybrid
seeds to various agro-climatic areas of the state will be permitted to 34 approved seed
companies under prescribed conditions. The significance of the move is that it incorporates
the agricultural productivity, regulation of biotechnology, quality control of seed, training
and control of farmers and regional diseases.

Significant Characteristics of the Permission

e Kharif 2026: Rajasthan has given a formal permission of selling Bt cotton hybrid
seeds.

e The authorization is on non-modified (BG-1l, GFM) Bt cotton hybrids.

e The permission is granted according to the proposals of the GEAC and Standing
Committee on Bt Cotton.

e There will be 34 approved seed companies who will supply seeds in various agro-
climatic areas in the state.
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e Supply will be permitted on condition of specified regulatory conditions.
The Performance Testing and Regional Permission

According to the Agriculture Commissioner, Naresh Kumar Goyal, the success of every hybrid
of Bt cotton will be tested by compulsory testing on ATC, ARS and KVK farms based on agro-
climatic regions. Seed companies are allowed to sell the seeds to the Joint Director
Agriculture (ATC), Agriculture Commissionerate until the date of 30 April 2026 and the
department would receive testing charges according to the prescribed norms. Once one of
the hybrids has already been subjected to a performance test running continuously during a
span of two years, then it will not be necessary to conduct additional testing. This is a
provision to ensure that scientific assessment is upheld but repetition is not done
unnecessarily in the approval process.

Western Districts Disease-Based Restriction

There is a clear ban on the sale of Bt cotton hybrids prone to whitefly and Cotton Leaf Curl
Virus (CLCuD) in the west of Sri Ganganagar, Hanumangarh and Bikaner. This is to avoid an
outbreak of pest and disease issues in susceptible cotton-producing areas. The ruling is a
reminder of a regional regulatory solution to seed distribution and emphasizes the
significance of seed suitability and-agro-climatic and plant health considerations.

Farmer Training and Cultivation Guidelines

With the help of the Agriculture Department in their sales regions, all seed companies will
be required to offer farmers three-stage training. The steps involved in this training will be
the phases of pre-sowing, crop.growth and harvesting. It will entail adherence to the
recommended percentage of Bt structure of refusal seed- 20% of area or five rows of the
border with fertilizer and manure management and narrow biological control methods.
There.should also be a Hindi package of agricultural practices that should be provided with
each seed packet'to every buyer. This will be to encourage knowledge-based agriculture and
enhance adherence to suggested practices of cultivation.

Price Control, QR Code Check and Tracking

Every company has been advised to make sure that the sale price of Bt cotton hybrid seeds
of Kharif 2026 does not surpass the minimum-maximum rates announced by the Central
Government under the Essential Commodities Act of 1955 as well as the Seeds Control
Order of 1983. Every seed packet should have a unique QR code in it to be checked and a
valid contact number. The companies will be also required to submit periodically the district-
wise sales plans, dealer lists and monthly reports of actual sales to the Joint Director
Agriculture (Extension), Zila Parishad, as well as, Agriculture Commissionerate, Jaipur. The
department will constantly check the composition of seed quantity and quality of refuge
seed.



N
.

April 21, 2026

only

Preference to the Cooperative Sector and Post- release Oversight

The state government has instructed that the priority in the allocation of 15-20 percent in
the supply of Bt cotton hybrid seeds in the districts should be provided to the cooperative
sector which includes KVSS, GSS and FPOs. This is to make seeds accessible to the small and
marginal farmers easily. To this end, it will organize joint meetings between the district
administration and Agriculture Department and other Bt cotton companies. Bt cotton will be
monitored by committees of the respective regional and departmental, ATCs after release
and reports will be analysed at the state level to make policy decisions on the future.

This is an important development that should be discussed

The decision is significant in terms of examination since it unites the problems of agricultural
biotechnology, regulatory approval, seed pricing, plant protection, farmer.awareness, and
cooperative distribution systems. It also demonstrates how the agricultural administration at
the state level relies on testing, region specific restriction, training requirements and
monitoring provisions to guarantee not only productivity, but also safety of commercial seed
use.

Conclusion

This is an important administrative move towards regulated agricultural biotechnology as Bt
cotton hybrid seed sale in Rajasthan Kharif 2026 is given the go-ahead. Through integration
of scientific testing, disease restrictions; farmer training, price control, cooperative access
and post-release monitoring, the state has developed a well designed system of seed
distribution and cotton cultivation management.

MCQs

1. What is the name of the body on the basis of which the Rajasthan government has
authorized the'sale of Bt cotton hybrid seeds on Kharif 20267

A. NITI Aayog and ICAR.

B. GEAC and Standing Committee on Bt Cotton.
C. NABARD and FClI

D. CACP and Agricultural Costs Commission.
Answer: B

Explanation: Bt cotton hybrid seeds Kharif 2026 have been approved to be sold under the
recommendations of the Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC) under the Union
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, and the Standing Committee on Bt
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Cotton. This renders option B right. The other institutions mentioned are not approving
bodies as they are in this case.

2. Which district(s) has banned the sale of Bt cotton hybrids prone to whitefly and Cotton
Leaf Curl Virus (CLCuD) in Rajasthan?

A. Udaipur, Chittorgarh and Rajsamand

B. Kota, Bundi and Baran

C. Sri Ganganagar, Hanumangarh and Bikaner.
D. Jaipur, Alwar and Sikar

Answer: C

Explanation : Bt cotton hybrids prone to whitefly and Cotton Leaf Curl Virus have been
specially banned in the western regions of Sri Ganganagar, Hanumangarh and Bikaner by
Rajasthan. This limitation is supposed to curb outbreak of diseases in susceptible cotton
growing regions. As such, option Cis right, and the other district groups are not subjected to
this restriction.

3. Which among the following is true.in terms of training and distribution of Bt cotton hybrid
seeds in Rajasthan in Kharif 20267?

A. Farmers will be trained just at the harvesting level.
B. Seed packets do not have to be authenticated.

C. Cooperative institutions priority has beenassigned 15-20% allocation in the supply of
districts.

D. Refuge seed use has been completely removed from the cultivation protocol.
Answer: C

Explanation: The state government has given a priority to allocate 15-20% of the total
amount of supply to the cooperative sector, such as KVSS, GSS and FPOs, at the district level
to ensure that small and marginal farmers have easier access to seeds. The training will be
provided in three phases, the seed packets will have a QR code, and compliance with refuge
seed will also be required. Hence, option C is the correct statement.
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WO # AT STven, diT Yehe W FYIR HIs JHiAard g, AR Roget dist &t
qrefel 8 3Taedes Ig9m| safoIv Ahed CHET & |

Sector: Industry, Worker Welfare and Sports Infrastructure.
Topic: RIICO to build Sports Facility Centres in Industrial Areas of Rajasthan.
Introduction

The Rajasthan State Industrial Development and Investment Corporation will be launching
sports facility centres at the chosen industrial locations as a strategy of enhancing the
worker wellness, positivity in workplace and overall productivity. The project is to change
the industrial areas, which are solely occupied with machinery and production.to more
balanced places where fitness and recreation can be supported. In this plan, land will be
availed in overcrowded industrialized regions where majority of plots are already allocated
to build sporting facilities. This move is important in the examination perspective inithat it
connects industrial development and labour welfare; with the focus of population health,
improved work culture and employment oriented infrastructural planning in Rajasthan.

The main characteristics of the Initiative

e RIICO has resolved to offer land tosports.amenities in overwhelmed industrial areas.

e The aim is to enhance the health status of the entrepreneurs and the workers and
establish a favorable work environment.

e The project will improve work efficiency, and promote a healthier lifestyle.

e Sports infrastructure will as well render industrial areas to be more appealing to the
youth and prospective investors.

o Allotment of land will be based on a rental model.

Identified Industrial Areas

RIICO has identified land in 17 industrial areas in Rajasthan to develop sports facility centres.
These are: Bagru Chitaroli, Apparel Park and Sitapara Phase Ill, Jaipur, Bhiwadi Phase II,
Karauli industrial area, Indraprastha industrial area, in Kota, Kherda in Sawai Madhopur,
Arbuda in Abu Road, SGC Parbatsar in Nagaur, Pali Phase IV, Kishangarh Phase IV, Jhunj This
extensive territorial coverage indicates that the program is not designed as a localized effort
to only serve a single city but is being contemplated as a larger-scale state-level industrial
welfare program.

Facility Provisions Land Use

The plots within these industrial regions that are identified to be developed into sports
related areas have been about 1000 to 3000 square metres. RIICO has also allowed that the
supporting facilities like refreshments, drinking water and rest rooms be allowed to use 20
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percent of the plot area (including 10 percent of the covered area). This means that the
centres are not just being designed as playgrounds but being designed as working wellness
areas which can be used regularly by workers and entrepreneurs.

Wider Significance

The initiative is significant in that it represents a new trend of the industrial planning where
employee wellbeing is regarded as the element of productivity and development. RIICO is
attempting to make industry healthier by ensuring the availability of sports and fitness
facilities in the industrial areas. The project would also raise the interest of the youth in
establishing industries and would have a role in the development of new jobs. It is in this
regard that it integrates industrial development, and social infrastructure and labour-based
governance.

Conclusion

The move by RIICO to set up sports facility centres in industrial areas is an.interesting move
towards achieving a balance between industrial development and human wellbeing: The
initiative can boost productivity, morale and the general appeal of the industrial zones in
Rajasthan by enhancing health, recreation and working conditions. It is also indicative of a
more inclusive and visionary model-ofiindustrial development.

MCQs

1. What is the overall aim of establishing sports facilities centres in the industrial regions by
RIICO?

A. To substitute factory-plantswith family-villages.

B. To.enhance health, positivity and work effectiveness in the workplace.
C. To facilitate tourism in.the mining areas.

D. To relocate industries out of Rajasthan.

Answer: B

Explanation: The primary goal of the initiative by RIICO is to enhance the health of

entrepreneurs and workers, provide a favorable environment at the workplace and boost
the efficiency of work. The plan links industrial infrastructure to wellness and recreation.
Thus option B is the right one, and the other options lack the spirit of the purpose of the

policy.

2. How will the identified land to be used in sports facilities in RIICO industrial areas be
allotted?

A. Permanent transfer of freehold.
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B. Auction sale model.

C. Rental model

D. Cooperative model of farming.
Answer: C

Explanation: The plots that are to be used in sports facilities within the industrial areas of
RICO will be assigned on a rental basis. This implies that the land is not being sold but put
on managed allocation system. This system ensures that the institutions stay in control and
at the same time stimulate the growth of sports and wellness facilities in industrial areas.

3.These are some of the statements which one can say is correct about the proposed sports
facility centres in RIICO industrial areas:

A. The project has only identified 5 industrial areas.

B. Sports facilities: 1000 to 3000 square metres plots have been identified.
C. There will be no facilities to be built on the land.

D. The initiative is limited only to Jaipur district.

Answer: B

Explanation: The plot size determined by RIICO extends to 17 industrial areas in Rajasthan
with a total of approximately 1000 to 3000 square metres to develop sports facilities. The
provision of amenities like refreshments, drinking water and rest rooms will also be allowed
in a small area of the land. Therefore, option B is accurate whereas the others are not
factual.
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