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On 21 April, Minister of State for Home Jawahar Singh Bedham was the chief guest
of the 43rd Sarus Census programme of the Keoladeo Natural History Society at the
Keoladeo Ghana National Park, Bharatpur, during his one-day visit. This is the result
of the 43 years of continuous census work, he said, and has become a milestone in
the conservation of the environment. He explained to the park as a point of pride to
the state of Rajasthan since it finds its way into the UNESCO list of World Heritage
sites. The significance of the event in the perspective of RAS examination is that it
links the biodiversity conservation, wetlands ecology, tourism, local employment,
climate issues, and the state-led heritage development.

The significance of the Event

The minister claimed that Sarus Census does not exist with the purpose of personal
benefit, but is a symbol of the national heritage of Bharatpur in Rajasthan, India. He
valued the efforts that have been made over a long time to protect birds and wildlife
and he referred to them as a priceless aspect of culture, tradition and history. He
explained that preservation of nature also contributes to the balance in human life.
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Environmental Concerns Highlighted

One of the key issues that were brought up during the programme was the fact that
the number of Siberian cranes had been diminishing. According to the minister, low
rainfall, global warming, and water scarcity are some of the contributing factors to
this issue. This renders the issue significant in studies, which examine climate
change, decline of biodiversity, wetland management, and how alterations of rainfall
patterns impact migratory birds.

Conservation, Tourism and Local Economy

According to the minister, the state government is engaged in numerous works in the
field of environmental protection and developing tourism. Other destinations like
Bandh Baretha, Deeg Jal Mahal, religious sites and other heritage sites attract local
and foreign tourists with the help of Keoladeo Ghana Bird Sanctuary. He mentioned
that such tourism helps in providing employment to local people, in form of guiding,
hotels, and taxis.

In Bharatpur Region, Development Works

He told us that the beautification and restoration of the White Palace and Phulwari of
Weir is being done. He also mentioned that a biological park-and Nagar Van are
being established at Bandh Baretha. He says that under the Chief Minister, several
projects are underway to give/an overall development to Bharatpur.

Water Connections and Lecal Significance

The minister pointedout that 17 districts of eastern Rajasthan, which include
Bharatpur, Sikri, Bandh Baretha Dam, Dholpur, Alwar and others, have been linked
together under an important water project. He indicated that this project will supply
water to be-used in irrigation, drinking, industry and environmental conservation. This
provides the news with a significance in the context of water resource management
and the development of regions.

Book Release and Census Results

The minister also launched the book on Ecology and Environmental Biology
authored by Dr. M. M. Trigunayat and Dr. Kritika Trigunayat, on the occasion. He
also saw the newborn Sarus chicks after the programme and provided the necessary
instructions to the forest department officials to take care of the chicks. According to
DFO Chetan Kumar B. V. the 43 rd Sarus Census report documented 22 in Ghana
Bird Sanctuary, and 79 to 81 in the wetlands of Bharatpur and Deeg districts
respectively.
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Conclusion

The 43rd Sarus Census shows the increased significance of long-term ecological
monitoring in Rajasthan. It emphasizes the interconnection between conservation,
climate awareness, tourism, and local development. Keoladeo Ghana National Park
remains a heritage site and a living testament of what must be achieved to achieve
sustainable environmental management.

MCQs

1. Where was the 43 rd Sarus Census programme organised?
A. Ranthambore National Park

B. Keoladeo Ghana National Park

C. Desert National Park.

D Sariska Tiger Reserve.

Answer: B

2. What did the minister say was a significant cause of the decline in Siberian
cranes?

A. Over mining of industries.

A. Forest fire by itself.

C. Global warming, water low rainfall, and shortage.
D. Tourist movement only.

Answer:. C

3. As per the data provided in the programme, the number in the wetlands of
Bharatpur and Deeg districts had gone up by:

A.69to 71
B. 75to 80
C. 79 to 81
D. 81 to 84

Answer: C
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Rajasthan is fast becoming one of the leading states in terms of the use of rooftop
solar energy in India.. The state government is under the leadership of Chief Minister
Bhajanlal Sharma and the guidance of the Energy Minister Hiralal Nagar to promote
solar energy in domestic, non-domestic and industrial categories. There are already
2,45,317 rooftop solar plants‘installed in the state, which have developed a total
capacity of 2,090 megawatts. This has made 1,43,965 consumers pay zero
electricity bill. The significance of this development as per the RAS examination

viewpoint'is that it links. renewable energy, subsidy assistance, energy security,
consumer welfare, access to banking and reforms in administration in power sector.

@ Renewable Energy Transmon 4

The Position of Rooftop Solar Energy in Rajasthan

The state of Rajasthan is third in total rooftop solar installations whose capacity is
2,090 megawatts. Gujarat is the leader with 6,882 megawatts followed by
Maharashtra with 5,442 megawatts. In Rajasthan, approximately 32,000 customers
have installed rooftop solar systems with a capacity of 10 kilowatts and above, and
there is a high growth in the adoption of solar of higher capacity.
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Levels of development during PM Surya Ghar Yojana

Through PM Surya Ghar Yojana, a total of 1,77,468 solar plants are installed in
rooftops in Rajasthan with a capacity of 686 megawatts. Approximately 675 to 700
new consumers are subscribing to the solar energy system every day. March saw
the second-highest number of rooftop solar plants installed with 20,343. The highest
number of solar plants installed in one day was recorded on 23 March, 910.
Rajasthan ranks fifth in the country following Gujarat, Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh
and Kerala in this scheme.

Quick Installing Growth.

Consumers have installed rooftop solar systems two to two-and-a-half times in six
months under PM Surya Ghar Yojana. The fraud started in February 2024. During
the initial 6 months, there were only 7,694 consumers who installed the rooftop solar
systems. Subsequently, they rose to 19,145, 39,311 and 68,450 in consecutive six
months intervals. Over the first three months of this year, 58,153 consumers have
installed solar plants. This trend indicates that in the first six months of the year the
installations can hit one lakh.

Support of Subsidies to Consumers

The program offers serious financial incentive to promote the use of rooftop solar.
Within a period of one to one-and-half months after the installation, subsidy of up to
78,000 is deposited to the bank account of the consumer. The Government of India
has so far transferred 1,185 crore to the bank accounts of 1,52,350 consumers. It
implies that approximately 85 percent of PM Surya Ghar beneficiaries in Rajasthan
have already become beneficiaries of subsidies.

Extra Assistance in 150 Unit Free Electricity Programme

Consumers who install rooftop solar plants under the 150 Unit Free Electricity
Scheme are also receiving a one-time subsidy of ¥17,000. This subsidy has been
given so far to 13,141 consumers through Jaipur, Jodhpur and Ajmer power
distribution companies. In this program, 23,273 consumers have installed solar
plants and approximately ¥22.33 crore has been given as subsidy. Subsidy
distribution under this scheme has been going on since December 2025. Therefore,
a consumer in Rajasthan will get up to 78,000 under PM Surya Ghar Yojana and
another 17,000 under the 150 Unit scheme.

Simple access to loans and support of vendors

Banks are also offering consumers easy loans at an interest rate of approximately
5.75 percent in the installation of rooftop solar. State Bank of India alone, has given
loans to 62,236 consumers, Bank of Baroda to 9,292, Rajasthan Gramin Bank to
8,169, Canara Bank to 1,866, and other banks to 16,666 consumers. There is also
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an enhanced involvement of the vendors. Vendors registered on the PM Surya Ghar
National Portal have increased to 1,896 compared to 762 vendors registered when
the scheme was initiated.

Reforms in administration and facilitation of consumers

The Jaipur, Jodhpur, and Ajmer distribution companies have made the process of
installation of rooftop solar easier. Staff are being encouraged by the introduction of
a monthly Rooftop Solar Champion Award. Barriers to installation have been
removed by issuing Standard Operating Procedures. The consumers have been
relieved of application fee, higher security deposit, meter testing fee and the net
metering agreement fee. Electricity bills are being used to collect charges following
plant installation. Application of PM Surya Ghar connection is receiving separate
priority and periodic coordination with banks is assisting the consumers to procure
loans easily. Constant awareness camps are also being conducted, down to the
sub-division level.

Conclusion

The high rate of rooftop solar energy development in Rajasthan is an indication of a
significant change towards clean energy, consumer empowerment, and energy
self-sufficiency. As installations increase, subsidies are timely, loans are easier to
obtain and the processes are becoming easy, the state is establishing a robust
renewable energy foundation. The development.is.notable in the process of
comprehending how India is moving towards sustainable and secure energy
systems.

MCQs

1.) What is the current stand.of Rajasthan in India in terms of total rooftop solar
installations?

A. First
B. Second
C. Third
D. Fifth
Answer: C

2. Rajasthan PM Surya Ghar Yojana: What is the maximum amount of subsidy that a
consumer can get on the installation of rooftop solar?

A. 17,000
B. %50,000
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C. 78,000
D. %1,00,000
Answer: C

3. Which among the following are true about rooftop solar development in
Rajasthan?

A. Rajasthan has the highest number of rooftop solar capacity in India.

B. Approx 1,43,965 consumers have lowered their electricity bill to zero.
C. PM Surya Ghar Yojana began in December, 2025, in Rajasthan.

D. The maximum number of plants installed in one day was 510 in March.

Answer: B
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Governance

Tele-MANAS |

P Raj-Mamata
Programme

The Rajasthan government under the leadership of Chief Minister Bhajanlal Sharma
is making significant initiatives towards enhancing not only physical health but also
mental health in the state. The 202627 Budget announced the Raj-Mamata
programme in accordance with the vision of Viksit Rajasthan-2047 and the objective
of Mental Health for All: Recently, it started to be prepared regarding its
implementation during World Health Day. In conjunction with this, the National Tele
Mental Health Programme, which is based in the Central Government, is also being
successfully run in Rajasthan, called Tele-MANAS. This program is significant in the
RAS examination perspective as it links the public health policy, mental health care,
institutional support, youth welfare and inclusive government.

Raj-Mamata: A Significant Mental Health Project.

The Raj-Mamata programme, or Rajasthan Mental Awareness, Monitoring and
Treatment of All is designed to offer mental care to the state people and deal with
issues like depression and stress. The government is striving to transform Rajasthan
into a model state in terms of mental health services through this initiative.
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Expansion of Centres of Excellence and District

In this innovation, a Centre of Excellence in Mental Health will be set up in Jaipur. It
will be furnished with hi-tech counselling and tele-medicine centres. This will make it
easier to give expert advice to people living in remote areas. Moreover, there will be
established in every district headquarters in the state, and Mental Health Care Cells.
Such cells will increase accessibility of expert consultation, treatment and
rehabilitation services on a district level.

Tele-MANAS Rapid Support System

The Tele-MANAS has become a good support network to individuals who experience
mental panic or depression. As of 15 April 2026, over 71,000 individuals in
Rajasthan had been counsellored via its toll-free numbers 14416 and 18008914416.
Since May 2023 (Jaipur) and November 2023 (Jodhpur), this service has been in
operation. Its rising popularity is a sign of a growing awareness and confidence of
people in mental health support services.

Youth Mental Health Special Focus

One of the key areas that are addressed in the Raj-Mamata programme is the
prevention of stress, depression and suicidal tendencies in the youth. Educational
institutions will be held to special-.counselling sessions to help students and youth.
On a grassroots level, the Swasthya Mitras and Asha 'Sahyoginis are being trained to
ensure that any early signs of mental health problems are detected and dealt with in
time.

Implications to'Public Health.Gevernance

The programme is indicative of a change in governance to not just curative health
care, but a-holistic approach to health that incorporates emotional and psychological
health. Mainstreaming mental health into the policy arena is evident in the integration
of counselling, tele-medicine, district-level support cells and institutional outreach.
This renders the initiative relevant to health administration as well as social
development and enhancement of human resource.

Conclusion

The Raj-Mamata programme is a significant move in the direction of Rajasthan to
create a more inclusive and sensitive public health system. The state is on the path
to more robust mental health care delivery with a Centre of Excellence in Jaipur,
district-level mental health cells, successful operation of Tele-MANAS, and more.
The program can transform Rajasthan to become one of the best in mental health
governance in India.
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MCQs

1. In which Budget? The Raj-Mamata programme in Rajasthan was announced.
A. 2024-25

B. 2025-26

C. 2026-27

D. 2027-28

Answer: C

2. What is proposed to be instituted at each of the district headquarters; under the
Raj-Mamata programme?

A. Trauma Care Unit.

B. Mental Health Care Cells.
C. Drug Rehabilitation Boards.
D. Mobile Medical Camps.
Answer: B

3. How many people in Rajasthan had received counselling by 15 April 2026 by
means of Tele-MANAS?

A. 21,000
B. 45,000
C. 71,000
D. 1,10,000

Answer: C
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1. TSTEATT H IST-HAAT HTIAha T BT fohg dote & Fr 15 21?2
A. 2024-25
B. 2025-26
C. 2026-27
D. 2027-28

N C

2. TST-HAT HTAHH o AT Tedeh (STl HEATORF TR AT T fhT STt 1 FEcTa
g7

A. 3T 3YDIR SehTg

B. ATATAS TAELT SHHTAT ThISS

C. o1 HFd Hzel

D. afard Rifshear IRifax

37 B

3. 15 31T 2026 deh Cll-ATA b ATEIH F TSTEATT H vl & 3178 A9 hr gureTey
9TCd §31T 412

A. 21,000

B. 45,000

C. 71,000

D. 1,10,000
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Rajasthan Talent.

The talent of chess of Rajasthan has now attracted attention both at the international
and state level. Young Shreyanshi Jain who is a playerin Under-8 girls category won
a gold medal in chess competition being held.in another country, Serbia and
performed well in major FIDE events, bringing pride to the country. Meanwhile,
Ujjwaldeep became the champion of the Akshaya Tritiya Rapid Open Chess
Tournament in Jaipur. These successes matter in the RAS examination perspective
as they emphasise the evolution of youth sports in the region, the increasing
involvement of Rajasthan in mind sports and how competitions with the help of
organised competitions promote excellence.

This is the achievement of Shreyanshi Jain internationally.

Shreyanshi Jain was an excellent international chess player and a gold medalist in
theUnder-8 category of girls. Her clarity of calculation and decisive action earned her
the first place at a FIDE Cadet and Youth Blitz Championship. At the FIDE world
cadet and youth rapid and blitz chess championship, which was held in Serbia, she
also scooped a gold medal in the under-8 girls rapid category. To this she has won a
bronze medal at a world rapid chess competition. Her plan and focus were highly
valued and her success made her family and the sporting fraternity happy.

Ujjwaldeep takes Akshaya Tritiya Rapid Open Title

Akshaya Tritiya Rapid Open Chess Tournament held in Mansarovar, Jaipur was won
by Ujjwaldeep. The title went to him because he got 6.5 points in 7 rounds. The
tournament had an attendance of 171 players across the state, with 50 of them being
rated players. There were a total cash prize of 25,000 in cash and 39 trophies and
medals. Officials of Jaipur District Chess Association reported that Ujjwaldeep, Arjun
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Chaumal, and Rituraj Singh were tied after 6.5 points, however, Ujjwaldeep won the
title.

Importance of These Achievements.

The two are a testament that a competitive culture of chess is building up in
Rajasthan. The international performance of a young player such as Shreyanshi Jain
is a sign of the potential of talent on the grassroots level. In the same way, the huge
attendance in Jaipur rapid tournament indicates how chess is becoming stronger at
the state level. These events serve to discover talent, foster discipline and a strategic
approach, and drive the image of Rajasthan in the world of sports.

Conclusion

The recent triumph of Shreyanshi Jain and Ujjwaldeep is indicative of growing power
of chess in Rajasthan. One of the accomplishments has given the state international
recognition, whereas the other one emphasizes the competitive spirit. They all
demonstrate how Rajasthan is gradually becoming a hub of young chess talent and
sporting excellence.

MCQs

1. Shreyanshi Jain has won a gold medal in‘'which field in international chess?
A. Under-10 girls

B. Under-8 girls

C. Under-12 girls

D. Under-8 open

Answer: B

2. Ujjwaldeep has won the Akshaya Tritiya Rapid Open Chess Tournament with how
many points in‘7 rounds?

A.55
B.6.0
C.6.5
D.7.0
Answer: C

3. What was the number of players who attended the Akshaya Tritiya Rapid Open
Chess Tournament at Jaipur?

A 121
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B. 150
C. 171
D. 210

Answer: C
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1. Sl ST o ITRTSET ST | Tha aeT # TuT ugeh Sirar?
A. 3183-10 arforet

B. 375-8 STfoiahT

C. 3753-12 anforeT

D. 3i37-8 39eT

3. B

2. 35odaNd o &7 JraT A3 YT AT ITANTIAAT 7 =0T 7 fhcday 3ieh ureet =X
Sirefr?
A.55
B. 6.0
C.65
D.7.0

N C

3. ST 7 AT H&TT J AT TS 3T 2reist G farar & foraer f@enfsat ¥ smmar
ferar?
A. 121
B. 150
C. 171
D. 210

N C
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