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Rajasthan is planning to host the Global Rajasthan Agritech Meet (GRAM)- 2026
between 23 and 25 May at the JECC, Sitapura, Jaipur. The event is being projected
as a big initiative to enhance a modern, technology based and market oriented
agriculture in the state. At the high level review meeting presided over by the
chairperson of the high'level review meeting;- Principal Secretary, Agriculture and
Horticulture, Manju Rajpal, the arrangements relating to the participation of the
farmers, technical sessions, exhibition, logistics and facilities were reviewed. It is
expected thatover 75,000 farmers of all gram panchayats of Rajasthan will be
participating in the event.

GRAM-2026 has key features

GRAM-2026 will be organised at JECC, Sitapura, Jaipur from 23 to 25 May.

e The event will help to link farmers to current agricultural technologies and
market opportunities.

e Itis anticipated that over 75,000 farmers in all gram panchayats in Rajasthan
shall take part.

e The event will concentrate on the following areas: drone technology, artificial
intelligence, precision farming, organic farming and natural farming.
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e Startups, agri-tech companies, farmers, agricultural scientists, policymakers
and investors will be brought on a common platform.

e The event will promote the use of technology based farming systems, value
addition, export oriented production and modern marketing systems.

Objectives and Benefits

Objectives

e To encourage innovation and technological development in agriculture.

e To transform agriculture into a more lucrative undertaking, sustainable and
market-oriented.

e To offer farmers firsthand experience of the modern agricultural tools and
techniques.
To reinforce the communication between farmers, agri-tech firms.and startups.
To encourage investment in the agriculture industry of Rajasthan.

e To promote international technology transfer by organizing international road
shows.

Benefits

The farmers will receive practical information of new age farming
technologies

The event will help in improving farm productivity and income opportunities.
It will encourage agricultural entrepreneurship among the youth in the rural
areas.

e |t will promote export and value added agricultural production.

It will also assist in making Rajasthan a better player in the global
agriculture industry.

 The project will promote the concept that the empowerment of farmers is the
cornerstone of rural development.

Administrative Preparations

At the review meeting, the Principal Secretary Manju Rajpal ordered officials to
ensure that farmers who attend the event do not have any inconvenience. The
Agriculture Commissioner, Naresh Kumar Goyal, ordered a preparatory of proper
arrangement of the consumption of drinking water, Saras lassi, shade and other
necessary facilities particularly keeping in mind the summer season. The officials
were also instructed to perform their respective duties with utmost alertness and
within the stipulated time.
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Conclusion

GRAM-2026 may become a significant platform to transform the agriculture of
Rajasthan into a profitable and sustainable industry based on technology. The event
will facilitate innovation, investment, agricultural exports and rural entrepreneurship
by uniting farmers, scientists, policymakers, investors and agri-tech companies. It
bears the attempt by Rajasthan to shift to a modern agricultural revolution.

MCQs
1. Read the following statements regarding GRAM-2026:

1. It will be held in JECC, Sitapura, Jaipur.

2. It seeks to invest in modern, technology and market-oriented agriculture.
3. It will only concentrate on the traditional ways of farming.

So what of the above statements are true?

A. 1 and 2 only

B. 2 and 3 only

C. 1 and 3 only

D.1,2and 3

Answer: A

GRAM-2026 will be held at JECC, Sitapura, Jaipur and the aim is to encourage
modern technology-based and market-oriented agriculture. It will concentrate on the
technologies like drone technology, artificial intelligence, precision farming, organic
farming and natural farming. Hence, statement 3 is false.

2. GRAM-2026 is likely to experience the involvement of more than how many
farmers of all gram panchayats of Rajasthan?

A. 25,000
B. 50,000
C. 75,000
D. 1,00,000

Answer: C
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GRAM-2026 will be expected to cover over 75,000 farmers in all gram panchayats of
Rajasthan. This mass involvement demonstrates the significance of the event in
advancing modern agricultural activities and empowering of the farmers in the state.

3. Which of the following technologies and practices are related to GRAM-20267?
A. Drone technology and artificial intelligence.

B. Precision farming

C. Organic and natural farming.

D. All of the above

Answer: D

GRAM-2026 will expose farmers to some of the contemporary agricultural
innovations, such as drone technology, artificial intelligence, precision farming,
organic farming and natural farming. These technologies and practices will help
facilitate productivity, sustainability, value addition and market-oriented agriculture in
Rajasthan.
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Ajmer to Develop Spiritual Centre at
Vivekananda Park with X3 Crore
Budget

Aj

Splrltual Centre
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A contemporary spiritual, yoga and meditation centre, will be created at Vivekananda
Park in the foothills of the Aravalli range, Ajmer. The Rajasthan government
announced the project in the state budget and will be developed at an approximate
cost of approximately 3 crore rupees of the state budget. Vasudev Devnani, the
Speaker of the Rajasthan Legislative Assembly, visited the proposed site and
ordered the officials to start working on the site as soon as possible. The centre will
become a significant meditation and yoga camping, spiritual workshop and wellness
related activities.

The major characteristics of the Project

The spiritual centre will be built at the location of Vivekananda Park in
Ajmer.
Since it is a project, it will require about 3 crore rupees.
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e The centre will be situated in the natural and serene setting of the Aravalli
foothills.

e The project will consist of a grand hall, meditation hall, yoga hall and seminar
room.

e Other things that will be developed in the park are; attractive fountains and
large-scale plantation.
e The centre will be appropriate to yoga camps, meditation classes and spiritual
workshops and seminars.
It will cater to the local population as well as tourists visiting Ajmer.

Objectives and Benefits
Objectives

To make Ajmer a centre of yoga, spirituality and meditation activities

e To serve the citizens with a serene environment to relax their minds and
exercise their religions.
To encourage healthy and positive lifestyle among local people.
To establish an appropriate place in which meditation camps can be
conducted, yoga programmes and spiritual seminars.

e To enhance the tourism and cultural significance of Ajmer.

Benefits

By this, people will be free to practice meditation in a natural and serene
atmosphere.

The project will contribute to the establishment of mental peace and wellness.

e The centre will enhance the appeal of Vivekananda Park to the residents and
tourists.
e It will provide Ajmer a new identity in the field of yoga and spirituality.

Indian and foreign tourists can have a tranquil spiritual time in the Aravalli
environment.

Administrative Inspection

Speaker of the Assembly, Vasudev Devnani, visited Vivekananda Park and had a
look at the proposed site. During the inspection, he gave necessary directions to the
concerned officials and emphasised the early start of the project. The
representatives of various yoga and meditation organisations were also present at
the time of the inspection at the Ajmer Development Authority.
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Conclusion

The proposed spiritual centre in Vivekananda Park will enable Ajmer to become a
significant place to be in with regard to yoga, meditation and spiritual practices. The
integration of natural beauty, wellness facilities and cultural value, the project can
also benefit the local citizens, attract tourists and promote healthier lifestyle. It also
indicates the interest of the state government in urban wellness infrastructure and
spiritual tourism.

MCQs

1. In which location will the proposed spiritual, yoga and meditation centre be
developed?

A. Pushkar Lake, Ajmer.

B. Vivekananda Park, Ajmer
C. Central Park, Jaipur

D. Jawahar Circle, Jaipur
Answer: B

Explanation: The proposed spiritual, yoga and meditation centre will be established
at Vivekananda Park in Ajmer. The park is in the foothills of the Aravalli range, which
is a relaxing and green place to meditate, do yoga and spiritual activities.

2. Take into consideration the following statements regarding the proposed spiritual
centre in Ajmer:

1. It was declared in the state budget of Rajasthan.

2. It will be developed at an estimated cost of around %3 crore.
3. It will only be developed as sports training centre.

Which of the above statements are correct?

A.1and 2 only

B. 2 and 3 only

C.1and 3 only

D.1,2and 3

Answer: A
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Explanation: The project will be developed at a cost of an estimated 3 crores at a
time after it was announced in the Rajasthan government budget and its
development will start upon receiving the project approval. It will be designed as a
spiritual, yoga and meditation centre, rather than a sports training centre. Thus
statement 3 is not true.

3. What of the following facilities are proposed under the project of the Vivekananda
Park spiritual centre?

A. Meditation hall and yoga hall.
B. Seminar room

C. Fountains and plantation.

D. All of the above

Answer: D

Explanation : The project will consist of the construction of a grand hall, meditation
hall, yoga hall, seminar room, large-scale plantation‘and attractive fountains. The
facilities will ensure that the centre is fit to host yoga camps, meditation sessions,
spiritual workshops and seminars.
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Nakshatra Vatika and Herbal Vatika
in the Rajasthan Legislative
Assembly premises.

Nakshatr Vatika Bk

and

Herbal Vatika

[ in the Rajasthan Legislative Assembly premises.
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The Rajasthan Legislative Assembly premises will soon have a unique Nakshatra
Vatika and Herbal Vatika as part of an initiative by Assembly Speaker Dr. Vasudev
Devnani. Those gardens will be the symbol of the fusion of the Indian spirituality and
the ancient astrological knowledge, Ayurveda and environmental preservation.
These two gardens will be opened on 5 May at 10 AM by Dr. Devnani as well as the
Speakers of five state assemblies. The project will ensure that the premises of the
Rajasthan Assembly gets converted to the symbol of Indian tradition of knowledge
and biodiversity preservation and cultural awareness.

The main characteristics of the Initiative

e Nakshatra Vatika and Herbal Vatika are under development within the
premises of the Rajasthan Legislative Assembly.
Inauguration will be held on the date of 5 May at 10 AM.
The inauguration will be attended by the speakers of the states of Madhya
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Odisha and Sikkim.

Ministers of Parliamentary Affairs, Leader of the Opposition and Ministers of
Parliament will also be present.
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The gardens will be a blend of Ayurveda, Indian astrology, spirituality and nature
conservation.

The project will contribute to the knowledge of the future population on the
connection between Indian culture, astrology and nature.

Nakshatra Vatika

It is an Indian astrological product which is conceptualized on the basis of the 27
Nakshatras of Indian astrology. Every Nakshatra is believed to have a particular tree.
To this end, a 5,000 square metre semi-circular garden has been designed in the
southern part of the Assembly premises between the two parking areas.

Important Features

The garden will contain trees pertaining to each of the 27 Nakshatras and are also
attributed to the nine planets, twelve signs of the zodiac and the Trimurti Brahma,
Vishnu and Shiva.

e The garden will be used to create awareness about trees that are associated
with birth Nakshatras.

e It will be used as a living example of the ecological and spiritual knowledge of
India in the past.

Nakshatras and other trees
* Ashwini — Kuchla
* Bharani — Amla
» Krittika — Gular
* Rohini — Jamun
* Mrigashira — Khair
* Ardra — Shisham
* Punarvasu — Bamboo
* Pushya — Peepal
* Ashlesha — Nagkesar
* Magha — Banyan
* Purva Phalguni — Palash
« Uttara Phalguni — Pakad

» Hasta — Reetha/Jasmine
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* Chitra — Bel

» Swati — Arjun

* Vishakha — Katari

» Anuradha — Maulshri

« Jyeshtha — Chir/Sambhal

* Moola — Sal

* Purva Ashadha — Jalvetar/Ashok
« Uttara Ashadha — Jackfruit
 Shravana — Shami/Aak

* Dhanishtha — Madar/Shami
» Shatabhisha — Kadamb

* Purva Bhadrapada — Mango
« Uttara Bhadrapada — Neem
* Revati — Mahua

Herbal Vatika

An Herbal Vatika is also under construction in the north-western part of the Assembly
premises. It will be approximately 850 square metres and will have 38 organised
beds which will measure 8 x.13 feet respectively. There will be 20 to 25 plants of a
single medicinal species in each bed.

Important Medicinal Plants

The Herbal Vatika will contain a number of plants related to Ayurveda including:
Rosemary, Clove, Ajwain, Peppermint, Patchouli, Insulin plant, Mehendi,
Ashwagandha, Aloe Vera, Lemongrass, Vetiver grass, Tulsi, Cardamom, Pippali,
Camphor, Stevia, Shatavari, Ratanjot, Nirgundi, Sarpagandha, Nagarbeel and
Brahmi.

Significance
The Herbal Vatika will also aid in preserving valuable medicinal plants.

e It will create awareness regarding Ayurveda and traditional systems of
healing.
It will increase biodiversity within the premises of the Assembly.

e It will be able to provide a healthy and positive environment.
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Objectives and Benefits

Objectives

e To establish a living icon of Indian tradition of knowledge in the Assembly
premises.

To relate environmental conservation to the culture, astrology and Ayurveda.
To help spread awareness on trees related to Nakshatra.

To preserve Ayurvedic medicinal plants of Ayurvedic significance.

To make future generations familiar with the strong bond between the Indian
culture and nature.

Benefits
The gardens will enhance biodiversity within the Assembly premises.

e These will be used to facilitate the agenda of environmental protection and
conservation of medicinal plants.

e People will also be informed of the trees that are related to their birth
Nakshatra.

The project will instill a calm and good environment.
It will present Rajasthan Assembly, as a unique institution, which integrates
governance, culture and ecological awareness.

Conclusion

The Nakshatra Vatika and Herbal Vatika situated in the Rajasthan Legislative
Assembly premises are not just garden projects. They are symbols of Indian tradition
of knowledge Ayurveda, astrology and environmental awareness. Through the
development of these gardens, the Assembly premises will be a special site of
cultural heritage, conservation of biodiversity and nature-based learning to future
generations.

MCQs

1. Take the following statements concerning the Nakshatra Vatika in the legislative
assembly premises of Rajasthan:-

1. Itis founded on the notion of 27 Nakshatras of Indian astrology.

2. It has been built on a 5,000 square metre semi-circular garden.

3. It will include only medicinal plants and no Nakshatra-related trees.
Which of the above is/are true?

A.1and 2 only
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B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1and 3 only
D.1,2and 3
Answer: A

The Nakshatra Vatika is derived based on the 27 Nakshatras of Indian astrology,
where each Nakshatra is equated with a certain type of tree. It has been built in a
5,000 square metre semi-circular garden within the Assembly premises. The third
statement is false since the Nakshatra Vatika is the one which is directly associated
with trees of the Nakshatra, whereas medicinal plants are contained in the separate
Herbal Vatika.

2. How much area will the Herbal Vatika in the premises of the Legislative Assembly
of Rajasthan be developed?

A. 500 square metres
B. 850 square metres
C. 1,500 square metres
D. 5,000 square metres
Answer: B

Explanation The Herbal Vatika'is under development in the north-western part of the
premises of the Rajasthan Legislative Assembly over a total area of approximately
850 square metres. It will have 38 organised beds and each bed will have 20 to 25
medicinal species of one kind.

3.Which of the following pairs of Nakshatra and tree is correctly paired according to
the Nakshatra Vatika initiative?

A. Pushya — Peepal
B. Revati — Neem
C. Rohini — Bamboo
D. Ashwini — Mango
Answer: A

Explanation: In Nakshatra Vatika project, Pushya is related to Peepal. Revati is
linked to Mahua, Rohini to Jamun and Ashwati to Kuchla. Thus, option A is the only
one that is appropriately matched.
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Valuation, Rajasthan Royals
Becomes Second-Most Expensive
IPL Franchise at X15,660 Crore

Change in the ownership

of Rajasthan Royals and

IPL Franchise Valuation
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Becomes Second-Most Expensive
IPL Franchise at

15,660 (2t

ROYALS

Crore

The ownership transaction of Rajasthan Royals in the Indian Premier League was
estimated to be worth 15,660 crore. The franchise, which was the cheapest IPL
team in 2008 at around 280 crore, has. now become the second-costliest IPL
franchise. The transaction is important to Rajasthan since the franchise will now
strongly have ownership ties'to some of the highest-ranking Indian business families,
such as the Mittal and Poonawala families.

Some of the major highlights of the deal

Rajasthan Royals is estimated at 15,660 crore.

e The team has been purchased by Lakshmi Mittal, Aditya Mittal and Adar
Poonawala.

e A bid of approximately a 215,290 crore had been placed on it previously by a
consortium led by American businessman Michael Dell.
The Mittal-Poonawala bid was greater and thus it was the preferred offer.
In 2008, Rajasthan Royals was purchased at a price of approximately ¥280
crore, making it the cheapest IPL franchise at the time.

e Itis now worth almost 56 times its former value.
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Ownership Pattern

e The Mittal family will have an approximate 75 per cent stake in the Rajasthan
Royals.

e About 18% will belong to Adar Poonawala.
The rest of the stake will remain with the current investors such as Manoj
Badale.

e The company that possessed Rajasthan Royals was originally called
Emerging Media owned by Manoj Badale.

Comparison with other IPL Teams.

e Royal Challengers Bengaluru has been estimated to be worth approximately;
16,660 crore, making it the most expensive franchise in the IPL.

e The Rajasthan Royals is now the second-most expensive 1PL franchise with a
valuation of 15,660 crore.

In value growth Rajasthan Royals has registeredithe highest growth rate
among the major IPL teams increasing through the years to reach:

Critical Context to RAS Exam.

The Rajasthan Royals deal is indicative of the increasing commercial worth of sports
franchises in India. It is noteworthy in terms'of sports economy, branding, personal
investment, media rights, ownership of business.and current affairs related to
Rajasthan. The increase in the value of IPL franchises indicates how sports has
become a significant economic sector that involves corporate investments,
advertisements, broadcasting and regional identity.

Conclusion

The sale of the Rajasthan Royals ownership is a significant change in the sports
economy of India. Since it was the lowest-cost IPL franchise in 2008 and now it is
the second-most expensive team, Rajasthan Royals is symbolic of the high
commercial growth of IPL franchisees in India. In the case of Rajasthan, the
presence of the state in a high-value national sporting platform is also enhanced
through the deal.

MCQs

e The following are some of the things that can be said about the recent valuation
deal that Rajasthan Royals went through:

1. Rajasthan Royals was valued at ¥15,660 crore.

2. In 2008, Rajasthan Royals was the most expensive IPL franchise.
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3. The Mittal family will hold around 75% stake in the franchise.
Of the above stated, which of the statements are correct?

a. 1 and 2 only

b. 1 and 3 only

c. 2 and 3 only

d.1,2and 3

Answer: b

Explanation: Rajasthan Royals will be valued at 15,660 crore and the Mittal family
will have a stake of about 75 percent in the franchise. But the fact that Rajasthan
Royals was the highest priced IPL franchise in the year 2008.is not true. It was the
lowest priced IPL franchise in 2008, at about 280 crore.

2. Rajasthan Royals’ valuation increased from around X280 crore in 2008 to 15,660
crore. This is an estimated growth of:

a. 20 times
b. 37 times
c. 56 times
d. 65 times
Answer: c

Explanation:.In.2008, Rajasthan Royals was estimated to be worth 280 crore. Its
current valuation has reached 15,660 crore. This means that the growth has been
almost 56 times which is the highest growth among the listed IPL franchises in the
article.

3. Which of the following is true about the latest ranking of IPL franchise valuations,
as discussed in the news?

a. Rajasthan Royals is the highest priced IPL franchise.

b. Royal Challengers Bengaluru is rated lower as compared to Rajasthan Royals.
c. Rajasthan Royals have now become the second most expensive IPL franchise.
d. The second-most expensive IPL franchise is that of Hyderabad.

Answer: ¢
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Explanation : The news states that Royal Challengers Bengaluru is currently the
most costly IPL franchise, having been valued at approximately 16,660 crore.
Rajasthan Royals, with a valuation of 15,660 crore, has become the second-most
expensive IPL franchise. As such, option c is right.
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a. hae 1 32
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c. hael 2 3R 3
d. 1,233

INW: b
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2. TSN UISH T el a¥ 2008 F ST X280 TS ¥ TG 115,660 F13 81
IAT| T AT fohetetl I[AT Gefer I SRMTeT 82

a. 2031F|T
b. 37 IL=TT
C. 5631?-|T
d. 65 =T

3. C

SATEAT: I 2008 H TTEUT UAH T Hedlehed ofaTe1aT X280 FS AT| TTHTA H SHe
Hediehl 315,660 IS e Tg o IAT | SEHT 1Y § fob 58k Hod 7 1978737 56 T[T
@ga,mwﬁa%@mmmﬁmm@a

3. WATAR 3 ST 1T 3T$Ye Shargsit FeisheT $T qoiATe Iehel & Hae #
ffaf@a & ¥ Fla-ar sy T g?

a. TSTEATA AT ST T & #galt Sharsai g1

b. Tl WIS SITeTE T Heeho! ASTEUT UTeH H FH g |
c. TSTEAT UIeH 3 ATeNTA T gad T HgaM halTs ol &7 715 & |
d. BeXTeTE 3SRTe $Hr gEl Had AgeN Sharget ¢ |

Il c

SATEAT: Tl AelSTH SITeT% T FHedlehel oIHeT 16,660 s foham aram B, foredt g
HTSUTT T HIH HEI ShaTgal S1 915 & | TTEAT AT 215,660 FIS & Hodiwhe &
Y 3TEHT T gl Ha A3 Shargsit 9 978 1 SHTAT [ashed ¢ G &
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