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Gram Vikas Chaupal Highlights
Women Empowerment and Rural
Livelihoods in Rajasthan

Gram Vikas Chaupal Highlights PN

-
Women Empowerment and IRSSEH
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The Chief Minister Bhajanlal Sharma spoke at the Gram Vikas Chaupal programme
at Jajod village, Khandela in Sikar district on 07 May. The programme was about
safety of women, dignity and economic.empowerment of the women through welfare
schemes and rural livelihood programmes. The Chief Minister mentioned various
initiatives like the introduction of toilets in all houses, distribution of LPG connections,
Ujjwala gas connections, Har Ghar Nal Se Jal, Jan-Dhan accounts, Lado Protsahan
Yojana, Maa Voucher Yojana and Mukhyamantri Dugdh Utpadak Sambal Yojana. He
also pointed out the contribution of Rajeevika for making rural women self-reliant
under the various models of self-help groups, Bank Sakhi, Krishi Sakhi and Pashu
Sakhi.

The key highlights of the Gram Vikas Chaupal Programme are
as follows:

This programme was conducted at Jajod village in Khandela district.

e Women's economic empowerment is a boost to the state and nation, said
Chief Minister Bhajanlal Sharma.

e He emphasized on the Prime Minister Narendra Modi’'s welfare schemes to
enhance women's safety, dignity and access to basic amenities.
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e Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam was said to be a big step towards empowering
women in the Lok Sabha and State Legislative Assemblies.

e The Chief Minister invited rural women to join the "Rajeevika" and avail
benefit from the government schemes.

e The villagers expressed gratitude to the Chief Minister on water supply with

Yamuna.
e The Chief Minister also visited Gram Rath and cultural groups at the
programme site.

Rajeevika and Rural Women’s Economic Empowerment

Role of Rajeevika

e Rajeevika is working with rural women to make them financially independent
through self-help groups.

e The women involved with Rajeevika are employed as Bank Sakhis, Krishi
Sakhis, Pashu Sakhis, Data Sakhis and Group Sakhis.

e These positions are contributing to positive social and economic
transformation in the countryside.

e Chief Minister said women associated with Rajeevika are getting empowered
and receiving economic support.

Lakhpati Didi Scheme

e The state government has. raised the loan limit in the Lakhpati Didi Scheme to
%1.5 lakh.

The interest rate is now 1:5 percent.

e The scheme is designed to assist women for their income generation and
enhance the capacity of women entrepreneurs in rural areas.

e \Women give birth to a new generation of women leaders.Women share their
success stories.

Bank Sakhi Poonam Sharma

e Poonam Sharma said that she got the opportunity to become a Bank Sakhi
through Rajeevika.
e She assisted in providing insurance for over 50 women, and loans for over 60
women.
e Now she is referred to as “Bank Wali Didi”.
o Her annual income is 1.5 lakh.

Data Sakhi Guman Kanwar

e There are now 17 SHGs working in Kanwar's village, said Guman Kanwar.
e Earlier women had to go for high interest loans for domestic purpose.
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e She has now joined into self help groups and is able to earn more than %1
lakh per year.

e Now she provides information to women about the schemes and links them
with groups.

Canteen Operator Anita Devi

e In Anita Devi's Gram Panchayat with 23 groups, she is a Group Sakhi.
e She is a Lakhpati Didi and has a canteen in Panchayat Samiti Khandela.
e The annual income of her at present is %1 lac.

Lakhpati Master Trainer Renu Devi

Renu Devi was enrolled in a SHG and availed a loan of 2 lakh.
She began a small business and made herself more money.

e She is currently a Lakhpati Master Trainer and inspires women in the villages
to be part of Rajeevika.
e She earns over %1 lakh per year at present.

Importance for RAS Exam

e News is significant on the Women Empowerment, Rural Development, Social
Welfare Schemes.

e It highlights the importance of the role of self-help groups in enhancing the
financial inclusion at the grassroot level.

e Rajeevika is a reflection of the community institutions used for livelihood
generation.

e Lakhpati Didi Scheme.is applicable for the study of women entrepreneurs
from rural areas.

The programme also emphasizes the relationship between welfare delivery, political
participation and inclusive governance.

Conclusien

The Gram Vikas Chaupal programme underlined the significance of welfare
programmes and livelihood focused empowerment of women in rural areas of
Rajasthan. The state government will promote the participation of women in
Rajeevika and take advantage of the schemes such as Lakhpati Didi, to improve the
financial independence, the entrepreneurship, and social status of rural women.

MCQs

1. In which village Chief Minister Bhajanlal Sharma spoke at the Gram Vikas
Chaupal programme?
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a. Jajod village on the outskirts of Khandela, Sikar
b. The village Ramgarh in Churu.

c. Laxmangarh village in Sikar

d. Sujangarh village in Churu

Answer: a

Explanation: The Gram Vikas Chaupal programme was organized in Jajod village of
Khandela, Sikar district. Chief Minister Bhajanlal Sharma spoke at the event and
spoke about the empowerment of women, Rajeevika, welfare measures, and rural
livelihood programmes. The programme also featured interaction with Rajeevika
related women and visit to Gram Rath and cultural troupes.

2. What has the Rajasthan government done under Lakhpati Didi Scheme?
a. The scheme has only been extended to urban women.

b. The loan limit has been raised to 1.5 lakh and the interest has been cut down to
1.5 per cent.

c. The scheme has been merged with Jan-Dhan account.
d. The loan limit has been reduced to 250,000
Answer: b

The state government has raised the loan limit for the Lakhpati Didi Scheme to 1.5
lakh and cut down the interest rate to 1.5 percent, explained Chief Minister Bhajanlal
Sharma. This is for promoting the economic activities of the women, enhancing the
rural livelihood and empowering women entrepreneurs via the Rajeevika linked
groups.

3. Which of the following is the best explanation of the job of Rajeevika in the news?
a. It only emphasizes irrigation development in rural Rajasthan.
b. It offers only a medical cover to older women

c. It empowers rural women through selfhelp groups and livelihood through self
involvement

d. It is restricted to girls' education in schools in rural areas.
Answer: c

Explanation: Rajeevika was emphasised as one of the leading platforms for
economic empowerment of rural women. With the help of self-help groups, women
are getting self-reliant by taking up various roles like Bank Sakhi, Krishi Sakhi, Pashu
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Sakhi, Data Sakhi and Group Sakhi under Rajeevika. The common success stories
demonstrate a positive change in the livelihood and confidence of rural women and
their social identity through Rajeevika.
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The State-level National
Technology Day Celebration will be
held at Jaipur on 11 May in the
state of Rajasthan.
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On National Technology Day, 11th May, the Department of Science and Technology,
Rajasthan, will host a one-day ceremony at the auditorium of Birla Institute of
Scientific Research, Jaipur. The event will be based on the theme of science,
technology, innovation and technology-based inclusive development. Chief Minister
Bhajan Lal Sharma will be the chief guest of the ceremony. The programme will also
have the participation of Minister of State for Science and Technology, Sanjay
Sharma and Chief Secretary, V. Srinivas. The Department Secretary, Dr. Arushi
Malik has encouraged the active participation of the educational institutions,
innovators, startups and general public in.the event.

The significance of the'celebration of National Technology Day.

National Technology Day is celebrated on 11th May annually.
It is dedicated to Operation Shakti that was India's nuclear testing at Pokhran
on 11 May 1998.

e The day.is a celebration of India's scientific skills, technological independence
and attitude towards innovation-driven development.

This is the purpose of the State Level Ceremany.

Promoting Scientific Awareness

e The event is designed to raise awareness on science, technology and
innovation among the masses.

e |t will motivate the students and youth to be interested in research, creativity
and entrepreneurship.

e It will offer an avenue for grassroots and institutional innovations.
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Strengthening Innovation Ecosystem

e The programme will help to strengthen the innovation ecosystem in
Rajasthan.

e |t will stimulate innovators and encourage technology-based inclusive
development.

e In addition, innovators identified by the National Innovation Foundation will
also be part of the event.

The main activities of the Programme are as follows:

Working scientific and technical model competitions will be organised.
On the theme of “Technology for a Sustainable Future”, a painting competition
will be organized.

e The winners of the competitions and innovators will be rewarded.
An innovation and technology exhibition will be carried out.
Students, innovators and representatives of educational and research
institutions, of Rajasthan will participate.

e There was an increased participation of prestigious institutions.

The participation of famous scientific and technical institutions will be included in the
exhibition. Some of them are ISRO, DRDO, /IT Jodhpur, MNIT Jaipur and BITS
Pilani. This involvement will enable students and young innovators to be aware of
the applications of the advanced science and technology in the development of the
country.

RAS Relevance

e The news is relevant for science and technology, innovation policy, and for
current affairs of rajasthan.

e |t relates to National Technology Day and the movement towards India's tech
self-reliance, Operation Shakti.

e It emphasizes the importance of the state government in fostering innovation,
startups and research culture.

e |tis helpful in science awareness, grassroots innovation and technology
based inclusive development.

Conclusion

The National Technology Day celebration at the State level will be a significant event
for students, innovators, startups and research institutions in Jaipur. The programme
will help build an innovation ecosystem in Rajasthan, and foster inclusive
development through scientific models and youth engagement via innovation
exhibitions.
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MCQs

1. National Technology Day is celebrated every year in India to commemorate which
event?

a. Launch of India’s first satellite

b. Operation Shakti Nuclear tests at Pokhran

d. Extension of ISRQO's capacity for naming satellites
d. Launch of Digital India Mission

Answer: b

Explanation : National Technology Day is observed on May 11 each year to mark the
nuclear tests performed as part of Operation Shakti on 11 May, 1998 in Pokhran. It
marks the day when India has demonstrated its scientific capability, technological
self-reliance and dedication towards innovation-based development. In this context,
the state level ceremony is designed to foster science, technology and innovation
among the students, startups and public.

2. In which committee is the state-level National Technology Day ceremony going to
be held in Jaipur?

a. Rajasthan International Centre

b. MNIT Jaipur campus

c. Birla Institute of Scientific Research
d. Rajasthan University auditorium
Answer: ¢

Explanation: The one day state-level ceremony will be organized by the Department
of Science and Technology, Rajasthan, at the auditorium of the Birla Institute of
Scientific Research, Jaipur. The event will be attended by students, innovators,
startups, educational institutions, research representatives. It will feature
competitions, an innovation and technology exhibition and honouring of innovators
and winners.

3. The theme of the painting competition in the National Technology Day ceremony
is ?

a. Technology for a Sustainable Future
b. Digital India for Rural India

c. Science for School Education
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d. Startups for New Rajasthan
Answer: a

Explanation: During the ceremony, a painting competition will be organized on the
theme “Technology for a Sustainable Future”. This theme is a part of the overall
strategy on innovation, scientific thinking and technology-based inclusive
development. The programme will also feature working scientific and technical model
competitions, exhibition of innovations and participation from esteemed institutions
like ISRO, DRDO, IIT Jodhpur, MNIT Jaipur and BITS Pilani.
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The GRAM-2026 Hyderabad
Investor Meet will highlight the
opportunities for Agritech
Innovation and Investment.

e Y

\ GRAM 2026
) INVESTOR MEET
/" Bengaluru ; 26 April 2025

GRAM 2026
INVESTOR MEET
Bengaluru ; 26 April 2025

_2 ; ,"{

= The GRAM-2026 Hyderabad Investor Meet
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An important Investor Meet will be organised by the Agriculture Department of
Rajasthan in the city of Hyderabad on 8 May under the auspices of the Global
Rajasthan Agritech Meet (GRAM)-2026. The event is being organized under the
aegis of Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI) and
Rajasthan Foundation. The meet is designed to bring in the agricultural innovation,
investment in.agritech, and agricultural development using technology to the
forefront of Rajasthan. Chief Minister Bhajan Lal Sharma will meet the pharma
companies, investors and industry persons. The event will be focused on IT
intervention, agritech innovation, seed technology, protected cultivation, agricultural
research, processing and technical partnerships and supply chain.

The Hyderabad Investor Meet key highlights.

The Investor Meet will be held in Hyderabad under GRAM—-2026 on 8 May.
e The eventis being held by the Agriculture Department, Rajasthan in
association with FICCI and Rajasthan Foundation.
e It will be attended by key players from the agriculture, agritech, IT, seed
technology, protected cultivation and agricultural research sectors.
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There will be a special panel discussion on “Scope of IT Intervention and
Technological Innovation in Agriculture”.

The meet will discuss investment possibilities in Agriculture and allied
activities of Rajasthan.

Chief Minister Bhajan Lal Sharma will have special interactions with investors,
industrialists and members of Rajasthan Foundation.

There will also be meetings with agritech companies and pharma companies.

Special Panel Discussion on Technology in Agriculture

Theme of the Discussion

The special panel discussion will be on the topic “Scope of IT Intervention and
Technological Innovation in Agriculture”.

The conversation will explore how information technology and innovation can
enhance the productivity, efficiency and investment worth of agriculture.

It will also be dedicated to agritech growth in Rajasthan, technical innovations
and cross-state collaboration.

The following institutions and companies are participating in
the project:

Speakers from various reputed institutions and companies will be part of
the panel discussion, which.includes:

o ITC

Coromandel
Nuziveedu Seeds
Kheyti

ICRISAT

o O O O

Sri Indira.Gandhi.Centre for Atomic Research

Focus Areas of Investment
Agritech and Smart Farming

The government of the state strives to support technology and smart farming
solutions.

The meet will showcase the capabilities of agritech startups of Rajasthan.

The use of technology in farming, protected cultivation and in agriculture research
will be discussed.

Processing and Supply Chain

The event will discuss investment opportunities in agricultural processing.
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e One of the key discussion points will be in relation to the development of
supply chains.
e Technical collaborations with companies and institutions will be encouraged.

Water Management and Agri-Infrastructure

The Government of Rajasthan wants to attract investment in water management
solutions.

The state also wants to improve infrastructure in the agricultural sector.

GRAM-2026 is being envisaged as a platform to ensure that Rajasthan becomes a
global investment hub in the agriculture segment.

Chief Minister and Ministers participating in the meeting.

e The chief guest of the Hyderabad Investor Meet will be the Chief Minister
Bhajan Lal Sharma.

e Dr. Kirodi Lal, Agriculture and Horticulture Minister will be present in the
programme.

e Also to be present will be Animal Husbandry and Dairy Minister Joraram.
The Minister of State for Cooperation Gautam Kumar will be present at the
event.

e Other administrative officers including Principal Secretary of the Agriculture
and Horticulture Department Manju Rajpal will be present.

This will be a link with the Main GRAM-2026 Conference.

Global Rajasthan Agritech-Meet (GRAM).2026 is being organized in the main city of
Jaipur on May 23 to 25, 2026. The preparations for the main event are underway.
Investor meets have already been held in Delhi, Bengaluru and Ahmedabad prior to
the Hyderabad Investor Meet. At the Investor Meet in Ahmedabad, more than %150
crore worth of investment commitments were made in the state of Rajasthan.
National and international investors, industry representatives and policy makers will
play an active role in GRAM-2026.

Importance for RAS Exam

e This news is relevant for the general current affairs of agriculture, economy,
investment and technology in Rajasthan.

e |t has pointed out the state government's initiatives to promote agritech, smart
farming and innovation in agriculture.

e The Hyderabad Investor Meet illustrates the importance of the public-private
partnership in agricultural development.

e Itis applicable to the agricultural infrastructure, agricultural start-ups, supply
chain, water management and technology-based farming questions.
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e The news also bridges the gap between the economic development strategy
of Rajasthan and investment promotion and innovation-led growth.

Conclusion

The Hyderabad Investor Meet under GRAM-2026 is a significant step towards
propelling Rajasthan as a hub for agricultural innovation and investment. This
initiative emphasizes the themes of agritech, IT intervention, smart farming,
processing, supply chain, water management and technical partnerships,
emphasizing the improvement of the agriculture sector in Rajasthan and inclusive
growth through technology.

MCQs

1. The Hyderabad Investor Meet under GRAM-2026 will be organised with the
support of which organisations?

a. NABARD and ICAR

b. FICCI and Rajasthan Foundation
d. NITI Aayog along with ISRO

d. DRDO & IIT Jodhpur

Answer: b

Explanation: The Hyderabad Investor Meet under Global Rajasthan Agritech Meet
(GRAM)-2026 will be organised by the Agriculture Department of Rajasthan with the
support of the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI)
and Rajasthan Foundation. The objective of the event is to draw in investments in
agriculture, agritech, IT intervention, seed technology, protected cultivation and
agricultural research.

2. what is the theme of the special panel discussion which is taking place during the
Hyderabad Investor Meet?

a. Technology for a Sustainable Future

b. The scope of IT Intervention and Technological Innovation in Agriculture
c. Smart Cities and Digital Governance.

d. Renewable Energy for Rural Rajasthan

Answer: b

Explanation :Key areas of IT Intervention and Technological Innovation in Agriculture
will be discussed in a special panel discussion during the Hyderabad Investor Meet.
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Agritech expansion, technological innovation, inter-state cooperation, new
investment opportunities in agriculture in Rajasthan will be highlighted. ICRISAT and
the Indian Institute of Oilseeds Research, along with institutions and companies like
ITC, Coromandel, Nuziveedu Seeds, Kheyti are going to be involved.

3. What is the time for the main conference of Global Rajasthan Agritech Meet
(GRAM)-2026 in Jaipur?

a. 8 May 2026

b. 11 May 2026

c. 23 to 25 May 2026
d. 26 October 2026
Answer: c

Explanation: Global Rajasthan Agritech Meet (GRAM) — 2026 will be held at Jaipur
from 23rd to 25th May 2026. The Hyderabad Investor Meet is part of the preparatory
investment outreach for this main event. Prior to that, investor meets were also held
in Delhi, Bengaluru and Ahmedabad, with the investment meet at Ahmedabad
receiving investment worth of over 150 crore for the state of Rajasthan.
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