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Soil Health, Traditional Farming and
Sustainable Agriculture
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Shri Ram Nath Thakur, Union Minister of State for Agriculture and Farmers’ Affairs
launched Khet Bachao Abhiyan in Alwar district under the occasion of agricultural
seminar at Bagad Rajput village. The campaign is based on the principle of
protecting soil health, which is achieved through scientific reduction in the use of
chemical fertilizers and by promoting traditional farming practices. This initiative is
also connected with the vision of Viksit Bharat 2047, in which healthy farms and
healthy human bodies are an integral part of the development of the nation. The
campaign began on 1 June and will continue across the country till 30 June.

The Campaign,has some key highlights, including:

e Campaign was started in Alwar district, at Bagad Rajput village.
Shri Ram Nath Thakur, Minister of Union, reminded that the soil health is
closely linked to human health.
The campaign is to decrease overuse of chemical fertilizer.
The traditional and sustainable farming practices are being promoted among
farmers.

e Farmers have been advised at the field level by the agricultural officers to be
aware of the issue.

e The campaign also encourages the promotion of government initiatives which
can help boost the incomes of farmers.
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Why Khet Bachao Abhiyan is important?
Soil Health and Human Health

Soil fertility can be compromised by excessive use of chemical fertilizers.
The poor soil health can impact agricultural productivity.

Affecting human health, due to crops grown on unhealthy soil.

Safe and nutritious food is produced by healthy farms.

Return to Traditional Farming

e Farmers can maintain soil fertility using traditional farming practices.

e Alternative information to chemical fertilizers can help sustainable farming.

e Farm income and ecological balance can be enhanced through practices like
vermicompost, beekeeping and use of organic inputs.

Role of Agricultural Institutions and Experts

e Shri Karan Narendra Agriculture University, Jobner and Indian Council of
Agricultural Research, ATARI Jodhpur gave details regarding the objective
and activities of the campaign

e Also, experts shared information regarding the agricultural schemes and
farmer-oriented measures.

e Agricultural officers were persuaded to conduct the scientific guidance of
farmers for the transition of chemical farming to traditional farming.

Farmers’ Experiences

e Shri Mahendra Kumar Saini, progressive farmer of Gujuki village shared that
he earned more after engaging in traditional agriculture along with the modern
methods of farming.

e He was provided with subsidy for schemes like poly house, mulching and
vermicompost.

e Shri. Nawab Singh, a progressive farmer, shared his experience of how bee
keeping has enabled him to boost his income.

e The activity of beekeeping was mentioned as a co-agricultural activity which
has the potential to generate extra income and contribute to environmental
protection.

RAS Exam Relevance

e Itis news that will be important in the context of agriculture, sustainable
development, soil health, government campaigns, farmer welfare, and
environmental conservation.

e |t links agriculture, health, ecology and income generation.
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e Can be used in the answers to the following points of the RAS Mains paper:
Sustainable Agriculture, Organic Agriculture, Rural development and farmers
income.

Conclusion

The Khet Bachao Abhiyan is a significant move towards sustainable agriculture and
soil protection. The campaign will help to foster traditional farming practices,
minimize chemical fertilizers, and spread awareness by engaging agricultural officers
to safeguard agricultural productivity and human health. It also contributes to the
bigger vision of Viksit Bharat 2047, with the help of healthy agriculture and
empowered farmers.

MCQs

MCQ 1 Given that Khet Bachao Abhiyan has been introduced in Alwar district,
which of the following statements are correct?

1.The campaign was initiated at Bagad Rajput village of Alwar district.
2. It is intended to encourage over-fertilising for increased crop vyields.

3. The campaign is connected to concept of healthy farms and healthy human
bodies.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
A. 1and 2 only

B. 1 and 3 only

C. 2 and 3 only

D.1,2and 3

Answer: B. 1 and 3 only

Explanation: The Campaign was started at Bagad Rajput village in Alwar district,
and it emphasizes the link between soil health and human health. Does not
encourage over-fertilization. Instead, it focuses on limiting chemical fertilizers in a
scientific manner and reverting to traditional farming methods.

MCQ 2: The Khet Bachao Abhiyan (1 June onwards) will be taking place throughout
the country until:

A. 15 June
B. 20 June
C. 30 June
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D. 31 July
Answer: C. 30 June

Explanation : The campaign was started on 1 June and will run nationally until 30
June. The aim of this is to educate the farmers about the importance of soil health,
traditional farming and the scientific method of reducing chemical fertilizers.

MCQ 3: Progressive farmer Shri Nawab Singh pointed out that one of the
co-agricultural activities which can boost farmers income and help environmental
conservation is which of the following?

A. Poly house farming
B. Beekeeping

C. Mulching

D. Drip irrigation
Answer: B. Beekeeping

Explanation : Shri Nawab Singh, the progressive farmer, shared his experience on
how he had raised his income by bee keeping. It was said that it is a co-agricultural
activity which will bring extra income to farmers and at the same time environmental
conservation.
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Digital Financial Management,
Treasury Reforms and Cyber
Security
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Chief Secretary Shri V. Srinivas said, that the Integrated Financial Management
System (IFMS) 3.0 is contributing significantly in rendering the financial
administration of Rajasthan more transparent; accountable, traceable and citizen
centric. The state government is doing all it can to build the capacity of
technology-based good governance. IFMS 3.0 is becoming more powerful to
facilitate the implementation of schemes, payment processing, financial monitoring
and account management. The system is designed to modernize the treasury and
financial management system in Rajasthan as per the vision of the Government for
governance under Shri Bhajanlal Sharma; the Chief Minister. Special focus is being
given to artificial intelligence-based facilities, cyber security, regular training and
user-friendly digital systems.

The most important changes in IFMS 3.0 are highlighted
below:

IFMS 3.0 will enhance the financial management system of Rajasthan.
It seeks to increase transparency, accountability, traceability and
citizen-centricity of the financial system.
The state treasury system will be modernized, solid and trustworthy.

e Modern technology will be used in the implementation of the scheme,
payments, financial monitoring and accounting.

e The system will be encouraged to use artificial intelligence based features.

Accessible user-friendly modules will be created.

e Officials and staff will be provided with regular training and capacity building
programmes.
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Security in the digital financial system will continue to be a key priority.

Importance of IFMS 3.0

Strengthening Financial Governance

IFMS 3.0 is aligned with technology based good governance.

It aids in enhancing government financial transparency.

It provides greater transparency for financial transactions and treasury
processes.

It can enhance the cooperation between departments.

It helps to implement the financial modules in time.

The use of Artificial Intelligence and modern technology is encouraged in the
system.

IFMS 3.0 will incorporate Al enabled facilities.

Today's modern digital tools will facilitate financial processes.

Technology will enhance monitoring, payment and accounting procedures.
Examples of good practice across various districts will be shared to ensure
good practice is implemented.

Tackling cyber security and data protection issues.Addressing cyber security
and data protection concerns.

Data protection is crucial for digital financial systems.

The Chief Secretary ordered departments to have robust cyber security
measures in place.

Regular security audits will be carried out to detect and minimise digital risks.
Officials will be made more aware of cyber threats.

Departments will need to be careful and responsible in keeping the data
secure and reliable.

Role©f Training and Capacity Building

Drawing and Disbursing Officers, District Level Officers and related staff will
be given regular training.

Through capacity building programmes, officials will be able to effectively
utilize IFMS 3.0.

System training will increase the efficiency and user-friendliness of the
system.

Financial administration at the field level will be enhanced through the
acquisition of better technical understanding.
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Implementation and Institutional Support

e Principal Secretary, Finance Department Shri Vaibhav Galriya said that IFMS
3.0 is a significant project to modernise and make the financial system
transparent in the state.

e There are plans to connect various departments and schemes with the digital
platform in a phased manner.

Effective implementation of financial system like SNA SPARSH.
Other states are also studying financial management system in Rajasthan.

e Shri Manish Shukla, Additional Director, IFMS, gave a detailed presentation
about IFMS 3.0 modules, treasury management, revenue management
system, help desk and support system, SNA SPARSH and Cyber Security
arrangements.

RAS Exam Relevance

e This news is significant for governance, public finance, e-governance, reforms
in treasury, transparency and cyber security.

e |t can be used in good governance, administrative reforms, digital governance
and financial accountability answers for RAS Mains.

e ltis also linked to themes such as citizen-oriented governance, artificial
intelligence in government, and safe digital government infrastructures.

Conclusion

IFMS 3.0 is an important step toward modernizing Rajasthan’s financial
administration. It will enhance transparency, accountability, traceability and cyber
security, further strengthening the treasury management and financial governance.
Al powered tools, frequent training, and easy-to-use systems will improve
Rajasthan's public finance system, making it more efficient, secure, and
user-friendly.

MCQs

MCQ 1: In reference with IFMS 3.0 in Rajasthan, consider the following statements:
1.It seeks to increase transparency and accountability of the state's financial system.
2. This eliminates the need for cyber security measures altogether.

3. It promotes the good governance based on technology in Rajasthan.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A. 1 and 2 only

B. 2 and 3 only
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C. 1and 3 only
D.1,2and 3
Answer: C. 1 and 3 only

Explanation: With the vision of greater transparency, accountability, traceability and
citizen-centric financial system in Rajasthan, the main objective of IFMS 3.0 is to
create a transparent, citizen-centric and accountable financial system in the state. It
also enables good governance through technology through the implementation of
current technology systems in payment, financial monitoring and account
management. The second statement is correct since cyber security is of prime
importance in IFMS 3.0 and the importance of having robust protocols and regular
security audits is strongly highlighted.

MCQ 2: Which of the following areas are associated with IFMS 3.0 in Rajasthan?

A. Treasury management, revenue management system, SNA SPARSH and cyber
security

B. Forest conservation, wildlife census and eco-tourism development

C. Urban housing, metro rail planning and road construction

D. Crop insurance, seed distribution and fertilizer subsidy only

Answer: A. Treasury management, revenue management system, SNA SPARSH
and cyber security

Explanation: IFMS 3.0 is related to Rajasthan’s financial administration and treasury
system. Its modules include treasury management, revenue management system,
help desk and support system, SNA SPARSH and cyber security arrangements. It is
not primarily related to forest conservation, urban transport, housing or agricultural
subsidy distribution alone.

MCQ 3: Why has regular training been emphasized under IFMS 3.0?

A. To replace all district-level officers with artificial intelligence systems
B. To help officers and staff use the digital financial system effectively
C. To stop the phased digital linking of departments and schemes

D. To reduce the role of financial monitoring in government schemes

Answer: B. To help officers and staff use the digital financial system effectively

Explanation: Regular training and capacity-building programmes have been
emphasized for Drawing and Disbursing Officers, district-level officers and related
staff. The purpose is to make them capable of using IFMS 3.0 effectively. Training
will support user-friendly implementation, better technical understanding, improved
coordination and efficient financial administration at the field level
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Electricity Generation, Thermal
Power and Energy Self-Reliance

Electricity
Generation,

Thermal Power. -

Rajasthan has made a record in electricity generation: The Rajasthan Vidyut
Utpadan Nigam has generated 7,171 megawatts of power from its 23 units. This is
the amount of electricity generated by the Nigam.The total capacity of these units is
7,580 megawatts. During this achievement 94.60% of the installed capacity was
used. This shows that Rajasthan is using its power generation capacity better and is
moving towards reducing its dependence on buying electricity from the market.The
Suratgarh Thermal Power Plant played a role in this achievement. All its eight units
performed well. The plant generated 2,790 megawatts of power against its capacity
of 2,820 megawaitts.

Key Points of the Record Power Generation

e Rajasthan Vidyut Utpadan Nigam generated 7,171 megawatts of electricity

from its 23 units

The total capacity of these units is 7,580 megawatts.

The capacity utilization was 94.60%.

This is the electricity generation since the Nigam was formed.

The previous record was 6,833 megawatts, which was achieved on 31

January year.

e Suratgarh Thermal Power Plants eight units generated 2,790 megawatts
against a capacity of 2,820 megawatts.

e The Energy Minister congratulated the corporation for this achievement.
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The Role of Suratgarh Thermal Power Plant

The Suratgarh Thermal Power Plant has played a role in Rajasthans record
electricity generation. All eight units of the plant performed strongly. They generated
2,790 megawatts of power against their capacity of 2,820 megawatts.

This performance is very important for Rajasthan. The strong performance of power
units helps meet the states electricity demand. Higher domestic generation reduces
the need to buy electricity from the market. Better utilization of power plants
improves the reliability of the states energy system.

Reduced Dependence on Market Purchase

Rajasthans electricity production has increased. Due to internal generation the need
to buy electricity from the market has reduced. In May year the state had to buy
around 8% of its electricity from the market. In May this year the market purchase
came down to 2%.

This reduction in market purchase can reduce electricity procurement expenditure. It
strengthens Rajasthans energy self-reliance. It improves efficiency in the power
sector. It supports stable electricity supply management.

Electricity Supply to Farmers

e Farmers in 26 districts of Rajasthan are now getting electricity supply in two
blocks. Chittorgarh and Tonk districts have also been included in the
two-block agricultural electricity supply system.

e Chittorgarh has the number of agricultural consumers with 1.01 lakh
consumers. Tonk district has 34,748 consumers. Earlier this arrangement was
started experimentally in Dausa and Karauli districts.

e The system will help farmers receive electricity during the day reducing
difficulty in night-time irrigation. This is very important for the farmers as it will
help them in their work.

Strengthening Power Infrastructure

e A high-level review was conducted to increase electricity production capacity.
Directions were given to make production capacity more strong and reliable.
Work is being done to increase transmission capacity in the remaining
districts.

e Construction of power lines and strengthening of sub-stations is being carried
out rapidly. These steps are expected to improve power supply reliability for
farmers.
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Importance for RAS Exam

e This news is important for Rajasthan Economy, infrastructure, energy sector
and public utilities. It can be used in topics related to energy self-reliance,
electricity generation, power sector reforms and agricultural support.

e Itis also relevant for questions on state-level infrastructure development and
government measures for farmers. This achievement is a step towards
Rajasthans power security and agricultural support system.

e Rajasthans ever electricity generation of 7,171 megawatts reflects improved
utilization of power generation capacity and stronger performance of thermal
power units. The reduced dependence on market electricity purchase from
8% to 2% shows progress towards energy self-reliance.

e Along with infrastructure strengthening and daytime electricity supply to
farmers this achievement is important for Rajasthans power security and
agricultural support system. The state is moving in the direction and this
achievement is a big step towards a better future.

MCQs

MCQ 1: Rajasthan Vidyut Utpadan Nigam created a record by generating how much
electricity from its 23 units?

A. 6,833 Megawatts
B. 7,171 Megawatts
C. 7,580 Megawatts
D. 2,790 Megawatts
Answer: B. 7,171 Megawatts

Explanation: Rajasthan Vidyut Utpadan Nigam generated 7,171 megawatts of
electricity from 23 units having a capacity of 7,580 megawatts. This became the ever
electricity generation since the formation of the Nigam.

MCQ 2: What was the capacity utilization achieved during Rajasthan Vidyut
Utpadan Nigams record power generation?

A. 82.60%
B. 88.40%
C. 94.60%
D. 98.20%
Answer: C. 94.60%
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Explanation: During the record power generation Rajasthan Vidyut Utpadan Nigam
utilized 94.60% of its installed capacity.

MCQ 3

With reference to Rajasthans power sector achievement consider the following
statements:

1. Market purchase of electricity reduced from around 8% in May year to 2% in May
this year.

2. Farmers in 26 districts are getting electricity supply in two blocks.

3. Suratgarh Thermal Power Plant produced 2,790 megawatts against a capacity of
2,820 megawatts.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
A. 1 And 2 only

B. 2 And 3 only

C.1And

D.12And 3

Answer: D. 12 And 3

Explanation: All three statements are correct. Rajasthans market purchase of
electricity declined from around 8% in May year to 2% in May this year due to
increased internal generation. Farmers in 26 districts are receiving electricity supply
in two blocks. Suratgarh Thermal Power Plant also performed strongly by producing
2,790 megawatts, against its capacity of 2,820 megawatts.
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