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Conservation of Ancient Jooni Dhanwa Heritage to
Strengthen Jaisalmer’s Historical Legacy
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Heritage to Strengthen

Jaisalmer’s Historical Legacy

Jaisalmer is home to numerous historical forts, palaces, and tombs, each
contributing to the city's rich cultural heritage: The city has many historical
forts, palaces and tombs, which add to the rich cultural heritage of
Jaisalmer. Historical site of Jooni Dhanwa at Jaisalmer's recent
archaeological study, administrative survey and religious activity has once
again brought it into limelight. This is an important testimony to the history,
culture, architecture and traditional water conservation methods of the
Paliwal civilization. About 17 kilometers away from Jaisalmer city on the
Dabla Road, the ruins of Jooni Dhanwa still bear witness to a flourishing
and well-developed settlement at one time. The conservation and
development work of this historical heritage has now acquired fresh
impetus.

The Key Features of Jooni Dhanwa Are as Follows

e Jooni Dhanwa is an ancient historical site, which is about 17 km from
Jaisalmer city.

e It relates to the rich heritage of the Paliwal civilization.

¢ Remnants of ancient houses, temples, ponds, wells, stepwells and
measures for water conservation are found in the site.
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e Itis a major specimen of traditional systems of desert water use.

e It has been identified by the recent archaeological and
administrative surveys as a site requiring conservation and
development.

e The site is considered to have high potential for transforming into a
major heritage tourism site in Jaisalmer, according to experts.

Historical Significance

Around 700-800 families in Jooni Dhanwa used to reside earlier. The
settlement featured:

e Residential structures

e Ancient temples

e Large ponds and reservoirs

e Kunds (water tanks)

o Beris (traditional wells)

e Baoris (stepwells)

« Agricultural water facilities (for animals)

The structures represent a very structured social organization and a
sophisticated water management system in the desert. Its layout and the
expertise in urban planning and architecture are also evident, given its
location.amidst the hills.

The techniques adopted for water harvesting and conservation in an area
with scarce water resources continue to attract the attention of
reseadrchers and historians.

The archaeological research and findings are on display. The
archaeological research and findings are exhibited.

Research Study

A detailed study of Jooni Dhanwa area was done by reseadrchers Dilip Mali
and Parth Jagani in January 2025.

During the study:
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e Significant relics have been found that are related to the Mughal
period.

e A few old coins were also found.

e The findings were confirmed with the help of the renowned
archaeologist Dr. Jeevansingh Rathore of Rajasthan.

The results indicate that Jooni Dhanwa was a continuous settlement
throughout the historical periods and was a socio-economic hub.

Administrative Survey

The district administration carried out a survey of the site in May 2025.

The survey was on the following aspects:

Archaeological remains

Traditional water structures

Ancient temples
e Conservation requirements
e Tourism development opportunities

After the survey, the local level discussions about the preservation and
promotion of the site escalated.

Present Status of the Site

The old.temples at Jooni Dhanwa are being taken care by Satyanarayan
Joshi now.

Through his work, a number of religious and cultural activities are
organised regularly such as:

e Krishna Janmashtami celebrations
e Diwali festivals
e Phagotsav (Holi-related festivities)

Due to these activities, public interest has been revived again in this site,
and it has been converted back into a place of faith and community
participation.
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The sites may be used for heritage tourism and research. The potential of
heritage tourism and research is possible.

Experts believe that with:

e Scientific conservation measures

e The development of infrastructure that meets basic needs

e Planned tourism initiatives
Jooni Dhanwa can be a prominent heritage tourism site of Jaisalmer.
The site is also a potential research centre for the study of:

Paliwal civilization

Desert life and adaptation

Traditional water saving methods

Historical settlement planning

Need for Conservation

The ruins of Jooni Dhanwa are not just ancient sites; they are a testament
to the cultural heritage, social history, and architectural prowess of
Rajasthan.

It is important for its conservation because:
e It maintains historic.and archaeological artifacts.

e Itcontributes to the understanding of future generations of their own
cultural heritage.

e It encourages heritage awareness and education.
e It helps the economic development based on tourism.

e It benefits academic and archeological studies.

Importance of Public Participation
It is not the government's only duty to protect Jooni Dhanwa.
Effective conservation requires:

e Administrative support
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e Active participation of local communities

e Concluding with the designation of a new historic centre.
e Historic centre designation at the end.

e Public awareness about heritage protection.

This valuable historical treasure can be preserved for future generations
with the joint efforts to build Jaisalmer's identity at the national level.

Objectives and Benefits

Objectives
e To conserve the historical and cultural values of Jooni Dhanwa.

e For the conservation of archaeological sites and traditional water
facilities.

e To encourage heritage tourism at Jaisalmer.
e To propagate research related to the Paliwal civilization.
e To raise awareness of citizens about the conservation of heritage.

Benefits
e Conservation of the rich cultural heritage of Rajasthan.

« Development of local economy.{ heritage tourism.
e Further opportunities for archaeological research.
o Traditional water conservation knowledge promoted.

e Increased community involvement in protecting heritage.

Conclusion

Jooni Dhanwa is an ancient monument that is a beautiful fusion of history,
culture, architecture and traditional methods of water conservation.
Preservation of its is now gaining traction thanks to recent archaeological
finding, administrative efforts and a recent surge of public interest. Jooni
Dhanwa, if conserved, developed and worked with the involvement of the
community, can be a big heritage and research hub, fortifying the
historical and cultural identity of Jaisalmer.
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MCQs

MCQ 1: Jooni Dhanwa is associated with which historical community of
Rajasthan?

A. Bishnoi Community
B. Meena Community
C. Paliwal Community
D. Garasia Community

Answer: C. Paliwal Community

Explanation: Jooni Dhanwa is an ancient settlement linked with the rich
heritage of the Paliwal civilization.

MCQ 2: Approximately how far is Jooni Dhanwa located from Jaisalmer
city?

A.10 km

B.17 km

C.25km

D. 40 km

Answer: B. 17 km

Explanation: The historic site is located about 17 kilometers from Jaisalmer
city on the Dabla Road.

MCQ 3: Which researchers.conducted a detailed study of Jooni Dhanwa in
January 2025?

A. Jeevansingh Rathore and Satyanarayan Joshi
B. Dilip'Mali and Parth Jagani

C. Hemant Meena.and Parth Jagani

D. Dilip Maliand Satyanarayan Joshi

Answer: B. Dilip Mali and Parth Jagani

Explanation: Researchers Dilip Mali and Parth Jagani conducted an
extensive study of the area in January 2025.

MCQ 4: Which archaeological findings were discovered during the study of
Jooni Dhanwa?

A. Harappan seals only
B. Gupta inscriptions only
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C. Mughal-era relics and ancient coins
D. Buddhist manuscripts

Answer: C. Mughal-era relics and ancient coins

Explanation: Researchers found important Mughal-period artifacts and
ancient coins at the site.

MCQ 5: Why is Jooni Dhanwa considered important from a heritage
perspective?

A. It is a modern industrial center.

B. It demonstrates traditional desert water conservation and historical
settlement planning.

C. It is Rajasthan’s largest city.

D. It is exclusively a religious pilgrimage site.

Answer: B. It demonstrates traditional desert water conservation and
historical settlement planning.

Explanation: Jooni Dhanwa showcases advanced traditional water
management systems and sophisticated settlement planning in a desert
environment.
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Sniper Rifle Manufacturing Unit Proposed at
Kishangarh, Rajasthan Under Defence and Aerospace
Park Project

Sniper Rifle
Manufacturing Unit
Proposed at

Kishangarh,
Rajasthan

Under Defence and
Aerpspac_e Park Project

The state of Rajasthan is gradually becoming.a hub for India’s defence and
aerospace industry. In a big news break, a sniping rifle manufacturing unit
will be set up in and around Udaipur Khurd, Kishangarh, where
approximately 20 hectares of land has been allotted for the project. There
will also be a testing range at the facility. This is a part of the proposed
Defence and-Aerospace Park for which 59 ha of land has been reserved at
Kishangarh. The project is slated to enhance the capabilities of Rajasthan
as a major defence manufacturing, research and aerospace hub.

Key Features of the Project

o Defence and Aerospace Park is being established around Udaipur
Khurd, Kishangarh (Ajmer district).

e The land has been reserved for the park with an area of
approximately 59 hectares.

e Some 20 hectares have been reserved for a sniper rifle making
factory already.

e The site will also have a testing range set up.
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e The park will be the target of investments in:
o Fighter aircraft components
o Weapons manufacturing
o Armoured vehicles
o Defence equipment parts
o Aerospace products

e Various private industries are in talks with RIICO and the Rajasthan
Government for investment opportunities.

Defence and Aerospace Park

The proposed Defence & Aerospace Park will establish a cluster for:
e Defence manufacturing
e Aerospace production
e Research and development
e To test and certify products.
e To test and certify products.
e Increased skills. and jobs creation

The project supports the national initiative of India (Atmanirbhar Bharat) to
become an.independentproducer of defence goods.

Investment Opportunities

e Several companies are keen on establishing their manufacturing
facility in Rajasthan.

e Investors want to buy land in large, continuous tracts that have less
infrastructural limitations.

e Industrial land also has seen rising demand in and around Delhi and
allied areas in Rajasthan.

Industries look for areas that have:

e Adequate open space
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e Reliable infrastructure
e The absence of high voltage transmission line obstacles.

o Facilities for good connectivity to national markets

Role of the Indian Army

The Indian Army is also exploring possibilities in Rajasthan in the areas of:
e Defence research
e Testing facilities
o Defence production
e Advanced technology development

This may further enhance Rajasthan’s strategic value.in the defence
landscape of the country.

Temporary HOUSSEY Building, Support Through
iDEX Initiative

The development is a part of iDEX (Innovations for Defence Excellence) —
an initiative of the Central Government.

About iDEX

iDEX aims to drive innovation in defence and aerospace through support
of:

e Start-ups

e Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs)
e Individual innovators

e Research institutions

Benefits of iDEX
e Funding for innovative work projects

e High quality mentoring and technical support.

e Increased support for indigenous technology development in the
field of defence.
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e Support of self reliance in defence production.

The new Rajasthan Aerospace and Defence Policy has also been drafted
keeping these national goals in mind.

The Vision for Defence Manufacturing Hub in
Rajasthan

The Rajasthan Government has a detailed plan to make Rajasthan a
leading hub for:

o Defence production
e Aerospace manufacturing

e However, the Defence research and development program isiin
state of disarray.

e The development of more sophisticated weapon systems.
e Production of more sophisticated weapon systems.
The state is drawing investments for the following industries:
e Modern weapons systems
e Drones
e Aircraft components
e Missile technologies

e Defence electronics

Statement by RIICO

Suresh Ola, Managing Director of RIICO, told that land has been reserved
near Kishangarh to set up a Defence and Aerospace Park in the state’s
quest to make it a major defence production, research and aerospace
manufacturing hub.

Objectives and Benefits

Objectives
e To make Rajasthan a large manufacturing base for defence and
aerospace.
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e To encourage indigenous defence manufacturing under the
Atmanirbhar Bharat.

e To draw in private funds into defence and aerospace industries.
e To stimulate research, innovation and technological development.
e To build India’s strategic and defence power.

Benefits
e Creation of employment opportunities.

e Rajasthan is getting more and more industrial investment.
e For advanced manufacturing infrastructure development.

e Facilitating and encouraging defence-related research and
innovation.

e Improved national defence sector capabilities and self-reliance.

Development of ancillary industries and MSMEs.

Conclusion

The entry of a sniper rifle manufacturing unit-and the creation of a Defence
and Aerospace Park at Kishangarh in the state are likely to take a positive
turn in the state’s path to become a major defence manufacturing hub.
The launch of sniper rifle manufacturing and the creation of Defence &
Aerospace Park near Kishangarh in the State will give the State a positive
turn in beecoming a major defence manufacturing hub. The project is
anticipated to bring in significant investment, job creation, innovation, and
boost India’s self-reliance in the defence sector, supported by the country's
iDEX initiative and the state’'s aerospace policy.

MCQs

Ql. Which is the proposed Defence and Aerospace Park being developed
in Rajasthan?

A. Bikaner

B. Jodhpur

C. Near Udaipur Khurd, Kishangarh
D. Kota

Answer: C. Near Udaipur Khurd, Kishangarh
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Defence and Aerospace Park has been proposed near Udaipur Khurd in
Kishangarh District of Ajmer.

Q2. The Land Area Allocated for the Sniper Rifle Manufacturing Unit is
About How Much?

A. 10 hectares
B. 15 hectares
C. 20 hectares
D. 30 hectares

Answer: C. 20 hectares

Explanation: Around 20 hectares of land have been allotted for
establishing the sniper rifle manufacturing facility.

Q3. What is the Total Area Assigned for the Defence and Aerospace Park
Near Kishangarh?

A. 40 hectares
B. 50 hectares
C. 59 hectares
D. 75 hectares

Answer: C. 59 hectares

There are about 59 .ha of land set aside for the Defence and Aerospace
Park.

Q4. iDEX Stands for What?

A. Indian Army, Navy and Air Force

B. Innovationsfor Defence Excellence

C. Integrated Defence Expansion Programme
D. Innovation and Defence Export Zone

Answer: B. Innovations for Defence Excellence

The Government of India initiative to encourage innovation in the defence
and aerospace industry is iDEX.

Q5. In Which Organization Has Managing Director Suresh Ola Pointed Out
the Rajasthan Government's Vision of Making the State a Manufacturing
Hub of the Defence Industry?
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A. DRDO
B. HAL
C.RIICO
D. ISRO

Answer: C.RIICO

Rajasthan is building infrastructure to make it a major centre for making
defence and aerospace products, said Suresh Ola, Managing Director of
RIICO.
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