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Jodhpur New Terminal Ready, Udaipur and
Bundi—Kota Airport Projects Gain Momentum
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Rajasthan is witnessing significant growth in its aviation.infrastructure, with three major
airport projects progressing simultaneously. These developments are anticipated to enhance
air connectivity in the State and help promote tourism, trade, investment and regional
development. The projects are at different stages of completion, reflecting the state's
continued focus on improving transport infrastructure.

Jodhpur's-New Airport Terminal Ready for Operations

The newly constructed state-of-the-art terminal at Jodhpur Airport has been completed.
Based on official details regarding the project, the terminal was approved for a project cost of
%480 crore in June 2022.

As per official schedules, Prime Minister Narendra Modi is expected to inaugurate the new
terminal on 4 July 2026. The terminal is designed to accommodate a larger number of
passengers and provides modern amenities for their comfort, improved security measures,
and increased operational capacity.

Udaipur Airport Integrated Terminal Near Completion

Construction of the new Integrated Passenger Terminal Building at Maharana Pratap Airport,
Udaipur, has entered its final phase.
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Key Highlights

Project Approval: June 2023
Construction Started: November 2023
Estimated Cost: ¥887 crore

Expenditure So Far: 3538 crore

Project Progress: Approximately 72%
New Completion Target: September 2026

Once completed, the new terminal will significantly improve passenger handling capacity and
provide modern airport facilities. It is also expected to support the continued growth of
tourism in Udaipur, one of Rajasthan's most visited destinations.

Bundi—Kota Greenfield Airport Project

Rajasthan's biggest under-construction aviation infrastructure is Bundi-Kota Greenfield
Airport. The airport is under development near Shambhupura with the vision to provide good
connectivity by air to the Kota division.

Key Highlights

Final Approval: August 2025

Construction Started: October 2025
Estimated Cost: %1,507 crore

Expenditure So Far: 346.66 crore

Project Progress: 13.10%

Revised Completion Target: November 2027

The airport is expected to support industrial growth, educational travel, tourism, and
business activities in the Kota and Bundi regions.

Airport Infrastructure Development Across India

The airport infrastructure development work is ongoing in the country and 27 civil aviation
and airport infrastructure development projects are being implemented.

e Initial Approved Cost: ¥21,601 crore
e Revised Estimated Cost: 22,815 crore
e Projects from Rajasthan: 3

The Udaipur Integrated Terminal and the Bundi—Kota Greenfield Airport are progressing on
their revised timelines, while the Jodhpur Airport Terminal has been completed as part of the
state's list of projects of the state.

Exam-Oriented Facts

e Jodhpur Airport New Terminal Cost: 3480 crore
e Udaipur Integrated Terminal Cost: ¥887 crore
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Bundi—Kota Greenfield Airport Cost: 31,507 crore
Udaipur Terminal Progress: 72%

Bundi-Kota Airport Progress: 13.10%

Civil Aviation Projects Underway in India: 27
Revised Total Cost of Projects: 322,815 crore

MCQs

Q1. What is the estimated cost of the new terminal project at Jodhpur
Airport?

A. %380 crore
B. %480 crore
C. %680 crore
D. %887 crore

Answer: B. ¥480 crore

Q2. What is the estimated cost of the Bundi—Kota Greenfield Airport
project?

A. %887 crore

B. 21,207 crore
C. %1,507 crore
D. 2,015 crore

Answer: C. ¥1,507 crore

Q3. Approximately what percentage of construction has been completed
for the new Integrated Terminal at Udaipur Airport?

A. 45%
B. 60%
C.72%
D. 90%

Answer: C. 72%

Q4. What is the revised completion target for the Bundi—-Kota Greenfield
Airport project?

A. 2026
B. November 2027
C. 2028
D. 2029

Answer: B. November 2027
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Pokaran Green Drive 2026: Rajasthan
Launches 40,000-Sapling Afforestation
Campaign

Pokaran 2

"' OBAI. RECYCLING EXPU & SUMMIT

The Pokaran Green Drive 2026 is one of the forest departments' significant afforestation
projects in the Pokaran area of Jaisalmer district ahead of rainy season. The purpose of
this campaign is to green the landscape and convert the arid desert ecosystem into a
greener one by distributing 40,000 sapling trees to the citizens, institutions and
government departments at subsidized rates. The project aims not only to enhance
green cover but also to mitigate climate change, desertification, preserve biodiversity,
and foster community involvement in environmental protection.

In western Rajasthan, Pokaran is known for its extreme climatic conditions, sandy
dunes, high temperature and less rainfall. It's difficult to grow vegetation in a place like
that. The Forest Department has therefore carefully chosen drought-resistant species of
native plants that can survive with a minimum amount of water. The campaign is based
on a scientific approach and a community-based approach to ecological restoration and
sustainable development in desert areas.

Key Highlights

e The Rajasthan Forest Department has already prepared 40,000 saplings before
the commencement of the monsoon season this year, 2026.

e The plantation drive is carried out in the villages, hamlets, schools, public
institutions, and open spaces of the Pokaran area.
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e In government nurseries, 7,000 thorny plants and 33,000 shade-giving saplings
have been developed.

e Saplings are being distributed at subsidised prices to encourage greater public
participation.
The government departments can purchase saplings at 50% discount.
The campaign's objectives are to improve the ecological balance, fight the
impacts of climate change, and expand green spaces.

Types of Saplings Prepared

The Forest Department has selected species that are naturally adapted to Rajasthan's dry
climate and sandy soils.

Thorny Species

e Khejri (Prosopis cineraria) — 4,000 saplings

e Indian Jujube (Desi Ber) — 3000 saplings
These species are extremely low-watering, they help to anchor the sand dunes and.they
enhance the fertility of the soil.

Shade-Giving and Broad-Leaved Species

The campaign also includes several shade-giving trees, such as:

Neem

Rohida
Banyan
Peepal
Shisham
Gulmohar
Moringa (Sahjan)
Karanj

Gundi

Churel

Sweet Jal
Guggul

Tulsi
Bougainvillea
Rose

Importance of the Campaign

The desert conditions are spreading in the western part of Rajasthan. Western part of
Rajasthan is experiencing the continuous expansion of desert conditions. More vegetation
will help to hold sand dunes in place and decrease land degradation.
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Climate Change Mitigation

Through photosynthesis, trees can remove CO2 from the atmosphere, which enhances
carbon sequestration and decreases the atmospheric levels of carbon dioxide (CO2)
gas. More greenery also helps to moderate local temperature.

Biodiversity Conservation

Native trees offer habitat and food for birds, insects, reptiles and small mammal species,
which further bolster the local ecosystem.

Soil and Water Conservation

The tree roots hold the loose soil together so that eroded by the wind and in some
places a bit of rain. Vegetation also increases water infiltration and retains soil moisture.

Community Participation

The campaign invites citizens to be actively engaged in the conservation of the
environment through planting and caring for trees. It is known that afforestation
programmes have a better long-term success when they are publicly owned.

Subsidised Distribution

The Forest Department has put in place affordable prices for plantations to encourage
maximum participation.

e Thorny-species will be available at ¥5 per Sapling.
e The price of shady plants depends on their size and age.
e The government departments are 50% subsidised.

The department has also recommended that citizens only buy the number of saplings they
can reasonably care for in order to maximize survival.

Why Khejri is Important

The campaign is most important for the Khejri tree, which is the State Tree of Rajasthan.
Highly drought-tolerant and can withstand extremes of desert. Khejri enriches soils with
nitrogen fixation, serves as fodder for livestock, offers shade and promotes rural livelihoods.
It also has important ecological functions in the preservation of the delicate desert
ecosystem.
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Conclusion

The Pokaran Green Drive 2026 represents an important step toward ecological restoration
in one of India's most challenging landscapes. By preparing and distributing 40,000
climate-resilient saplings, the Rajasthan Forest Department is promoting sustainable
environmental management through scientific planning and public participation. If
successfully implemented and maintained, the initiative will not only increase green cover
but also reduce desertification, conserve biodiversity, improve local climate resilience, and
strengthen environmental awareness among communities. It serves as a model for
sustainable afforestation in arid and semi-arid regions across India.

Practice MCQs: Pokaran Green Drive 2026

Q1. The Pokaran Green Drive 2026 has been launched by which
department?

(a) Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(b) Rajasthan Forest Department

(c) National Afforestation Authority

(d) Ministry of Rural Development

Answer: (b) Rajasthan Forest Department

Q2. How many saplings have been prepared under the Pokaran Green
Drive?

(a) 25,000
(b) 30,000
(c) 40,000
(d) 50,000

Answer: (c) 40,000

Q3. The Pokaran Green Drive has been launched in which district of
Rajasthan?

(a) Barmer
(b) Bikaner
(c) Jaisalmer
(d) Jodhpur

Answer: (c) Jaisalmer
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