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Bisalpur Dam Just 1.87 Metres Away From
Overflowing, Water Inflow Equal to 17 Days'

Supply

Bisalpur Dam
Just1.87 Metres

Away From Overflowing
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Bisalpur Dam, the primary lifeline for drinking water supply to Jaipur, Ajmer, and Tonk
districts in Rajasthan, is.now just 1.87 metres away from reaching its full reservoir capacity
of 315.50 RL metres. The inflow _has increased significantly through the Triveni River, the
main tributary feeding the dam, due to heavy monsoon rains in the catchment area,
especially in the districts of Bhilwara and Chittorgarh.

Significant Inflow in a Short Span

This year's monsoon activity is unprecedented, with the dam having received water
equivalent to almost 17 days' supply in the past few days, water resources department
officials said. During this fast rise, the dam has now reached the overflow mark much quicker
than in several years past and it is expected that the gates will be opened soon.

Why Bisalpur Dam Matters

Built on the Banas River in Tonk district, Bisalpur Dam serves as the main source of drinking
water for over a crore (10 million) people across Jaipur, Ajmer, and Tonk. The dam also
supports irrigation needs in the region. Its full reservoir level of 315.50 RL metres
corresponds to a storage capacity of nearly 38.7 TMC of water, making it one of Rajasthan's
most critical water bodies.
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Historical Pattern of Overflow

Bisalpur Dam has released excess water to the Banas River through an open gate,
whenever it overflows from its dam, which has occurred in 2004, 2006, 2014, 2016, 2019,
2022, 2024, etc. The dam has been filling up earlier than usual since the last few years; it
used to fill up by August or September, but is now filling up earlier in the monsoon season,
which is indicative of stronger and earlier monsoons in the catchment.

What Happens If the Dam Overflows

Once the water level reaches full capacity, the floodgates will be opened in the dam to allow
water to flow out through the Banas River. This process is carried out throughithe SCADA
(Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition) system, and downstream villages along the
Banas River are alerted in advance as a safety precaution against flooding.

Impact on Water Supply

The overflow at Bisalpur dam has been viewed as a blessing for the residents of Jaipur,
Ajmer and Tonk, as it provides them with a safe and seamless supply of drinking water for a
year or more, thereby alleviating the need to make emergency water arrangements during
dry spells.

Conclusion

With the dam now within touching distance of its overflow mark and inflow levels rising
rapidly, Bisalpur Dam is set to become a key monsoon highlight for Rajasthan this year.
Water levels are still being.closely tracked and additional updates will be provided as the
rains continue across the catchment.

MCQs on Bisalpur Dam Current Affairs

Q1. Bisalpur Dam is located on which river?
A) Chambal River

B) Banas River

C) Triveni River

D) Mahi River

Answer: B) Banas River

Q2. What is the full reservoir capacity (RL level) of Bisalpur Dam?
A) 313.50 RL metres
B) 314.50 RL metres
C) 315.50 RL metres
D) 316.50 RL metres

Answer: C) 315.50 RL metres
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Q3. Bisalpur Dam is situated in which district of Rajasthan?
A) Jaipur

B) Ajmer

C) Tonk

D) Bhilwara

Answer: C) Tonk

Q4. Which cities/districts primarily depend on Bisalpur Dam for drinking water
supply?

A) Jodhpur, Bikaner, Udaipur

B) Jaipur, Ajmer, Tonk

C) Kota, Bundi, Sawai Madhopur

D) Alwar, Bharatpur, Dausa

Answer: B) Jaipur, Ajmer, Tonk

Q5. What is the main tributary/river that feeds water into Bisalpur Dam?
A) Banas River

B) Chambal River

C) Triveni River

D) Sabarmati River

Answer: C) Triveni River
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Jaisalmer's Film Economy Hit: Shift in
Film Shoots Causes 40 Crore Annual
Loss

Jaisalmer's
Film Economy Hit

Jaisalmer, once the preferred destination for Bollywood and international filmmakers, is
witnessing a decline in‘major film productions. Despite its breathtaking natural landscapes,
the lack of modern film studios, technical infrastructure, and a fast approval system has led
filmmakers to choose other states and countries. According to experts, this has affected
Jaisalmer's annual film economy of nearly ¥40 crore, impacting tourism and several local
businesses.

What is the Issue?

For decades, iconic locations such as Jaisalmer Fort (Sonar Fort), Sam Sand Dunes,
Gadisar Lake, Kuldhara Village, and historic havelis have been featured in Bollywood
and international films. However, the film industry's requirements have changed significantly.
Today, filmmakers prefer destinations that offer:

Modern Film Studios

Sound Stages

Post-Production Facilities

Skilled Technical Teams

Fast Shooting Permissions
Cost-Effective Shooting Ecosystem
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As a result, Jaisalmer is losing its competitive edge despite its world-famous natural beauty.

Impact on Jaisalmer's Economy

There has been a negative impact on the local economy in Jaisalmer due to the reduction in
large-scale film production.

Major Sectors Affected

Hotels & Resorts

Taxi & Transport Services
Camel Safari Operators
Local Tourist Guides
Handicraft Businesses
Food & Catering Services
Junior Artists

Technical Crew

Fact: A single large film production generates crores of rupees in direct and indirect
business while creating thousands of employment opportunities.

Why Has Film Shooting Declined?

The entertainment industry has undergone a significant shift in the content it entails.
Earlier, films were largely based on:

e Historical Themes
e Rural Backgrounds
e Desert Landscapes

Today, the focus has shifted towards:

Urban Lifestyle

Corporate Culture

Crime Thrillers
Technology-Based Stories

Additionally, the rapid growth of OTT platforms and the increasing use of Visual Effects
(VFX) have encouraged more studio-based productions, reducing the dependence on
natural outdoor locations.

Increasing Competition Among States

Film tourism is now a competitive industry throughout India. Several states are attracting
filmmakers by offering:
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Single-Window Clearance
Tax Incentives

Financial Subsidies
Technical Support

Faster Permission Systems

If Jaisalmer gets the modern set-up for shooting, boosts its international brand and
streamlines the permission process, it can reemerge as a shooting hub for big films, experts
say.

Jaisalmer's Rich Film Legacy

Jaisalmer has served as a popular location for movies for almost 50 years. Some well-known
films shot here include:

Reshma Aur Shera

Sonar Kella

Lamhe

Dhaai Akshar Prem Ke
Mumbai Se Aaya Mera Dost
Bajrangi Bhaijaan

Tashan

Nanhe Jaisalmer

Bachchan Pandey

These films helped establish Jaisalmer as one of India's most recognizable film tourism
destinations.

MCQs

Q1. Which Rajasthan district recently withessed a decline in its ¥40 crore annual film
economy?

A. Jaipur

B. Udaipur

C. Jaisalmer

D. Jodhpur

Answer: C. Jaisalmer

Q2. What is the primary reason behind the decline in major film projects in Jaisalmer?
A. Lack of natural beauty

B. Declining tourism

C. Lack of modern studios, technical infrastructure, and fast permissions

D. High population density

Answer: C. Lack of modern studios, technical infrastructure, and fast permissions

Q3. Which of the following sectors benefits directly from film shooting activities?
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A. Hotels & Resorts

B. Camel Safari Operators

C. Handicraft Businesses

D. All of the Above

Answer: D. All of the Above

Q4. What has reduced the dependence on natural shooting locations?
A. Artificial Intelligence

B. Social Media

C. OTT Platforms and VFX Technology

D. Satellite Communication

Answer: C. OTT Platforms and VFX Technology
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