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The Jaisalmer district administration has‘initiated a sapling plantation program as part of the
Hariyalo Rajasthan Campaign to promote green initiatives and engage the community in
environmental protection (Jan Bhagidari). Thousands of saplings are being distributed free of
cost to citizens, schools, government institutions community organizations for plantation
throughout the district.

What'is the Hariyalo Rajasthan Campaign?

Hariyalo Rajasthan Campaign is an initiative launched by the Rajasthan Government to
promote the plantation of trees on a larger scale and to involve the general public in
increasing the green cover of the state. The campaign aims at making the Rajasthan a
greener and climate resilient state through citizen participation in the educational institutions,
local bodies, NGOs and with the government.

Its major objectives include:

Enhancing forest and tree lands.
Promoting environmental awareness.
Combating climate change.
Preventing desertification.
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e Conserving biodiversity.
e Promoting community involvement in afforestation.

Sapling Distribution Drive in Jaisalmer

Jaisalmer is situated in the Thar Desert and has a dry climate and limited rainfall with
extreme temperature. These are difficult circumstances and afforestation has to be
carefully planned, and appropriate drought-tolerant tree species should be selected.

Under the campaign:

Distribution of free saplings is taking place in forest nurseries and centres.
The citizens are encouraged to plant trees in schools, villages; public parks,
roadsides and in agricultural land.

e People in the area are encouraged to care for and plant saplings to enhance their
survival rate.

e Plantations are in full swing and the government departments and educational
institutions are actively involved.

Importance of Public Participation (Jan Bhagidari)

The campaign has Jan Bhagidari, an initiative to involve each and every citizen in the
protection of the environment.

Community participation helps:

Increase the number of trees planted.

Regular care of saplings increases the sapling survival rate.
Raise awareness on the conservation of the environment.
Develop a team spirit.

Support sustainable development at the local level.

Native Tree Species Promoted

The campaign emphasizes indigenous species that are able to withstand the climatic
conditions of Rajasthan.

Some of the important tree species include:

o Khejri
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Rohida
Neem
Babool
Ber

In addition to being drought-tolerant, these species also enhance soil quality, promote
biodiversity, and are well-suited to desert environments.

Environmental Significance

The Hariyalo Rajasthan Campaign is widely contributing to the conservation of the
environment by:

Increasing green cover.

Minimising the effects of climate change.
Avoiding soil erosion and desertification.
Improving air quality.

Supporting biodiversity.

Enhancing carbon sequestration.
Promoting ecological balance.

Tree plantation also bolsters the sustainable environmental management and climate
resilience initiatives in Rajasthan.

Conclusion

The distribution of saplings under the initiative “Hariyalo Rajasthan Campaign” is a
significant move towards greenizing the desert of Jaisalmer. The project not only promotes
afforestation but also encourages active community involvement, thereby contributing to
environmental conservation, biodiversity protection, and sustainable development. The
campaign alsoreflects the dedication of the state of Rajasthan towards climate change and
sensitising its people to the environment.

MCQs

Q1. The Hariyalo Rajasthan Campaign primarily aims to:

A. Promote industrial development

B. Increase green cover and afforestation
C. Expand mining activities

D. Develop highways

Answer: B
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Q2. Jaisalmer is located in which desert?

A. Sahara Desert
B. Gobi Desert

C. Thar Desert

D. Arabian Desert

Answer: C

Q3. Which of the following is a drought-resistant native tree of Rajasthan?

A. Coconut
B. Pine

C. Khejri
D. Oak

Answer: C

Q4. 'Jan Bhagidari' in the Hariyalo Rajasthan Campaign refers to:

A. Foreign investment
B. Public participation
C. Industrial expansion
D. Urban planning

Answer: B
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Monsoon Outlook 2026: El Nifo May
Reduce Rainfall in Rajasthan

Monsoon = 4=
Outiook 2026 4 ‘
El Nino May

Reduce Rainfall ¢
in Rajasthan &=

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has indicated that Rajasthan may receive
below-normal rainfall during the 2026 Southwest Monsoon season, mainly due to the
expected strengthening of El Nifio conditions. While the monsoon remains active across
several parts of India, rainfall activity over Rajasthan is expected to weaken during parts of
July and August, with the possibility of increased rainfall before the withdrawal of the
monsoon in September.

Key Highlights

e Rajasthan witnessed the arrival of the Southwest Monsoon on 2 July 2026, around
a week later than its:-normal onset.

e Good rainfall was recorded in parts of northeastern Rajasthan after the monsoon
arrived, but rainfall activity has gradually slowed.

e According to the India Meteorological Department (IMD), the strengthening of El
Nifo during the monsoon season could reduce rainfall over several regions, including
Rajasthan.

e |MD has projected that India's cumulative monsoon rainfall during June—September
2026 may be around 92% of the Long Period Average (LPA), which falls under the
below-normal rainfall category.

e Meteorologists expect July and August to remain comparatively weaker in terms of
rainfall over Rajasthan, while September may witness a revival of monsoon activity,
including the possibility of heavy rainfall in some areas before the season ends.
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What is El Nifo?

El Nifio is a climate phenomenon characterized by the unusual warming of sea surface
temperatures in the central and eastern equatorial Pacific Ocean. This warming has impacts
on global atmospheric circulation and can sometimes influence weather patterns on different
continents.

For India, El Nifio is generally associated with:

Weakening of the Southwest Monsoon.

Below normal precipitation in many areas.

Higher temperatures and longer dry spells.

Increased risk of drought-like conditions in vulnerable areas.

However, the impact of El Nifio is not identical every year, as other climate factors such as
the Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) and regional weather systems also influence monsoon
performance.

Monsoon in Rajasthan

Rajasthan is the largest state in India for area, with large portions of it being arid and
semi-arid and agriculture being very sensitive to . monsoon rainfall.

The state's Long Period Average (LPA) for monsoon rainfall is generally considered to be
around 435.6 mm to 500 mm (based on the 1971-2020 climatological period). During the
last few years, Rajasthan experienced relatively good monsoon seasons with above-average
rainfall in several districts. The 2026 outlook, on the other hand, indicates that the risk of
rainfall falling below the seasonal average could increase as El Nifio conditions continue to
get stronger.

Rajasthan-Monsoon Rainfall (Year-wise)

The Rajasthan Monsoon Rainfall year-wise data highlights rainfall trends across the state.
Comparing annual rainfall with the Long Period Average (LPA) helps understand monsoon
performance, water availability, and the impact of El Nifio on the Rajasthan Monsoon 2026.

Year Actual Monsoon Long Period Average Departure from Category
Rainfall (mm) (LPA) (mm) LPA

2022 |[596.1 435.6 +37% Excess Rainfall

2023 [ 432.5* 435.6 =-1% Normal Rainfall

2024 |(678.4 435.6 +56% Large Excess
Rainfall

2025 |[715.9 435.6 +64% Large Excess
Rainfall
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2026 | 92% of LPA 435.6 Below Normal IMD Outlook
(Forecast) (Forecast)

Why is this Important?

Below-normal rainfall may affect:

Agricultural productivity, especially for rain-fed crops.
Reservoir and groundwater recharge.

Drinking water availability in drought-prone districts.
Livestock and rural livelihoods.

Planning for irrigation and water conservation.

Meanwhile, the meteorologists have also pointed out that there might be chances of
localized heavy rainfall, especially in September, so there is a need for disaster
preparedness as well as water management.

MCQs

Q1. The primary climatic phenomenon linked with the possibility of below-normal
rainfall in Rajasthan during the 2026 monsoon season is:

A. La Nifa

B. Western Disturbance

C. El Nifio

D. Madden-Julian Oscillation

Answer: C. El Nino

Q2. According to IMD, rainfall between 90% and 95% of the Long Period Average
(LPA) is classified as:

A. Above Normal

B. Excess Rainfall

C. Normal Rainfall

D. Below Normal Rainfall

Answer: D. Below Normal Rainfall
Q3. The Southwest Monsoon entered Rajasthan in 2026 on:

A. 18 June
B. 25 June
C. 30 June
D. 2 July

Answer: D. 2 July
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Q4. El Nino is primarily associated with:

A. Cooling of the Arabian Sea only

B. Warming of the central and eastern equatorial Pacific Ocean
C. Increased snowfall over the Himalayas

D. Formation of tropical cyclones in the Bay of Bengal

Answer: B. Warming of the central and eastern equatorial Pacific Ocean
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