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Painted Stork Spotted in Jaisalmer's
Wetland: A Positive Sign for Thar
Biodiversity

Painted Stork
Spotted In

Jaisalmer's
Wetland

A Painted Stork was recently spotted at the seasonal Khetolai Talab, located in Khetolai
village of Jaisalmer, Rajasthan. The sighting has brought to the limelight the healthy
ecological condition of the wetlands in the Tharand the significance of conserving the
seasonal water sources, according to the wildlife experts.

Key Highlights

Particular Details
News Painted Stork spotted at Khetolai Talab, Jaisalmer
Location Khetolai village, Jaisalmer, Rajasthan

Bird Species Painted Stork (Mycteria leucocephala)

Habitat Wetlands, ponds, lakes, marshes and floodplains
Diet Fish, frogs, snails and other aquatic organisms
Significance Indicates a healthy wetland ecosystem and rich

biodiversity
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Major Threats Pollution, encroachment and habitat degradation

Why is it Important?

The Painted Stork is a big wading bird that is found in freshwater wetlands throughout
South Asia. It is primarily an aquatic predator of fish, frogs, snails and other aquatic
invertebrates. Its presence is associated with the presence of clean water, adequate
food and a relative undisturbed habitat. After monsoon, these seasonal wetlands in the
Thar are the sanctuary of resident and migratory birds. These wetlands also play an
important role in the ecological aspect of Rajasthan, contributing to groundwater
recharge, ecological balance, climate regulation and nature-based tourism.

Conclusion

The sighting of the Painted Stork at Khetolai Talab demonstrates that the Thar Desert is not
merely an arid landscape but also an important wetland ecosystem supporting rich
biodiversity. Protecting these seasonal wetlands through habitat protection, controlling
pollution and involving the community in the conservation.process will help give migratory
birds a place to survive and enhance environmental sustainability in the state of Rajasthan.

MCQs

1. Recently, the Painted Stork was sighted at which location in Rajasthan?
A. Sambhar Lake

B. Khetolai Talab, Jaisalmer

C. Pushkar Lake

D. Nakki Lake

Answer: B. Khetolai Talab, Jaisalmer

2. Painted Stork is primarily associated with which habitat?
A. Desert dunes

B. Wetlands and shallow water bodies

C. Tropical forests

D. Mountain grasslands

Answer: B. Wetlands and shallow water bodies

3. The presence of the Painted Stork indicates:
A. Desertification

B. Healthy wetland ecosystem and biodiversity
C. Industrial pollution

D. Water scarcity

Answer: B. Healthy wetland ecosystem and biodiversity
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4. Which of the following is a major threat to seasonal wetlands in Rajasthan?
A. Snowfall

B. Pollution and encroachment

C. Volcanic activity

D. Earthquakes

Answer: B. Pollution and encroachment
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IRCTC Launches New Ticket Booking
Website Beta with Major User-Friendly
Improvements

IRCTC
Launches
Website Beta

with
Major
User-Friendly

Improvements

B  exRsTaTUs B crarTs/vacancy

BOOK TICKET

/ £ 16/07/2026

88 GENERAL

Person With Disability Concession Flexible With Date

Railway Pass Concession

The Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) has launched the beta
version of its redesigned ticket booking website to make online railway reservations faster,
simpler, and more user-friendly. The new platform focuses on improving user experience by
reducing booking time and enhancing website performance.

A key highlight-of the redesignis that suggestions from students of Malaviya National
Institute of Technology (MNIT), Jaipur, were incorporated into the new interface. The
campaign came to the fore after a student mentioned that tickets were not being booked
promptly, and the website was crashing during the process of adding tickets when interacting
with Union Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw. Following the feedback, the Ministry directed
the development of a modernized website.

Key Highlights

Beta Version Released: Available for public testing before the nationwide rollout.
Cleaner Interface: Unnecessary CAPTCHA, pop-ups, and distracting graphics have
been removed.

e Seat Availability: Passengers can now view all travel classes together on a single
screen.

e Faster Checkout: The booking process has been simplified with fewer steps,
reducing reservation time.
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e Easy Repeat Booking: Passenger details can be saved, eliminating the need to enter
the same information repeatedly.

e Public Feedback: Users are encouraged to test the website and submit suggestions
before the final launch.

Why It Matters

The existing IRCTC website, launched in 2002, processes more than 14 lakh ticket bookings
every day. With increasing digital traffic, the modernization of the platform aims to improve
speed, reliability, and user convenience.

In addition, Indian Railways is upgrading its Passenger Reservation System (PRS), which is
expected to further enhance booking capacity, reduce system delays, and provide a
smoother reservation experience in the future.

Important Points for Exams

Organization: Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC)
Launch: Beta version of the new ticket booking website

Purpose: Faster, simpler, and more efficient online ticket booking
Student Contribution: MNIT Jaipur students provided UI/UX suggestions
Railway Minister: Ashwini Vaishnaw

Major Upgrade: Passenger Reservation System (PRS) modernization
Daily Ticket Bookings: Over 14-lakh tickets

MCQs

1. Which organization launched the beta version of the redesigned railway ticket
booking website?

A. RailTel

B. Railway Recruitment Board (RRB)
C.IRCTC

D. Indian Railways Finance Corporation (IRFC)

Answer: C. IRCTC

2. Students from which institute contributed suggestions for the new IRCTC website?

A. lIT Delhi

B. IIT Bombay
C. NIT Trichy
D. MNIT Jaipur

Answer: D. MNIT Jaipur

3. Which of the following is a feature of the new IRCTC beta website?
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A. Mandatory CAPTCHA on every page

B. More booking steps for security

C. Seat availability across all classes on a single screen
D. Removal of online payment options

Answer: C. Seat availability across all classes on a single screen

4. Which railway system is being upgraded alongside the new IRCTC website?

A. Freight Operations Information System (FOIS)
B. National Rail Monitoring System (NRMS)
C. Railway Safety Management System (RSMS)
D. Passenger Reservation System (PRS)

Answer: D. Passenger Reservation System (PRS)
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A. Freight Operations Information System (FOIS)
B. National Rail Monitoring System (NRMS)
C. Railway Safety Management System (RSMS)
D. Passenger Reservation System (PRS)

3d3: D. Passenger Reservation System (PRS)
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