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Jaisalmer Yellow Stone Gets ODOP Recognition,
Awaits Policy Reforms
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Awaits Policy Reforms

The Rajasthan Government has added the worId-famous Jalsalmer YeIIow Stone to the One
District One Product (ODOP) scheme under the Panch-Gaurav Yojana. This recognition is
expected to improve the status of the stone industry in the country and internationally, but
industry stakeholders are saying that there is a need for policy changes to be made to
realize the full economic potential of the stone industry.

Key Highlights

Particular Details
State Rajasthan
District Jaisalmer
Product Jaisalmer Yellow Stone (Golden Stone)
Scheme Panch Gaurav Yojana — One District One Product
(ODOP)

Industry Value Approximately 300 crore

Employment Around 30,000 people (direct and indirect)

Major Concern Taxation, mining policy, and inadequate infrastructure
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Expected Benefit | Higher exports, investment, and global branding

Current Status Included in ODOP, but policy support remains limited

Background

Jaisalmer Yellow Stone is one of the most popular natural stones in Rajasthan and is famous
for its golden colour, strength, and architectural beauty. It has been widely utilized in the
building of forts, palaces, luxury hotels and heritage buildings in India as well as abroad.

Recognising its economic and cultural significance, the Rajasthan Government has included
the stone in the ODOP programme to strengthen branding, encourage investment, and
promote exports.

Why Is the Industry Still Facing Challenges?

Despite receiving ODOP recognition, the sector continues to struggle due to several
structural issues:

Inconsistent tax policy that can impact competitiveness.
Restrictive mining regulations.

Insufficient industrial development.

High transportation and logistics costs.

Sparse policy backing (beyond branding).

Industry representatives say these changes are essential to unlock the benefits of ODOP.

Significance for Rajasthan

Enhances the global identity of Rajasthan's stone industry.

Generates livelihoods for almost 30,000 people.

Supplies about *300 crore to the state economy every year.

Encourages export of value-added stone products.

Maintains the old style of craftsmanship linked with the old times of Jaisalmer.

Conclusion

The inclusion of Jaisalmer Yellow Stone under the ODOP initiative marks an important step
in promoting one of Rajasthan's signature products. But sustainable development will require
a much more detailed mineral policy, mineral taxation, infrastructure, and mineral logistics
development to make the mining sector globally competitive.
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MCQs

Q1. Jaisalmer Yellow Stone has recently been included under which government
initiative?

A. PM Vishwakarma Yojana

B. One District One Product (ODOP)
C. Make in India

D. Smart Cities Mission

Answer: B. One District One Product (ODOP)

Q2. What is the approximate annual value of the Jaisalmer Yellow Stone‘industry?

A. %150 crore
B. %200 crore
C. %300 crore
D. %500 crore

Answer: C. 300 crore

Q3. Which of the following is NOT a major challenge faced by the Jaisalmer Yellow
Stone industry?

A. Restrictive mining policy

B. High logistics costs

C. Tax-related issues

D. Shortage of limestone reserves

Answer: D. Shortage of limestone reserves
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Dholpur Red Stone Industry in Crisis: Mine
Closures Hit 10,000 Families

DholpurRed &
Stone Industrv

in Crisis_

The Dholpur Red Sandstone mdustry in Rajasthan is witnessing a major slowdown after the
implementation of environmental restrictions following the creation of the Dholpur-Karauli
Tiger Reserve. The sandstones have been mined, leading to the closure of a number of the
mines, the loss of thousands of jobs and concerns about the fate of one of Rajasthan's
traditional-mining industries.

Key Highlights

Particular Details
State Rajasthan
District Dholpur
Industry Dholpur Red Sandstone
Protected Area Dholpur-Karauli Tiger Reserve
Key Issue Closure of red sandstone mines
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Eco-Sensitive 10 km around the Tiger Reserve
Zone (ESZ)
Production Status Around 50% decline in the last year
Families Affected More than 10,000
Industry Demand Reduce ESZ to 1 km on the lines of Bansi
Paharpur
Background

The red sandstone of Dholpur is famous for its durability and fine quality, and it has been
used in a variety of architectural projects throughout India, including the construction of
monuments, government buildings, and temples. The industry has a long history of providing
jobs and livelihoods to the local people.

Following the notification of the Dholpur-Karauli Tiger Reserve, environmental regulations
within the 10-km Eco-Sensitive Zone (ESZ) have significantly restricted mining activities,
leading to the closure of many quarries.

Major Developments

Nearly 50% of stone production has stopped during the past year.

Previously, stone processing units would work for 24 hours a day, but they now work
for only 8-10 hours.

The resulting regular.inspections, vehicle confiscations and the bureaucratic red tape
have also had a negative effect on'mining activities.

Over 10,000 families in the industry are struggling economically.

The industry associations have asked the government to lower the limit of ESZs from
10 km to 1 km, just like the policy is followed in Bansi Paharpur of Bharatpur district.

Why Is This Issue Important?

Dholpur Red Sandstone is an important mineral-based industry of Rajasthan.
The sector offers jobs to thousands of people and contributes to the regional
economy.

The challenge of balancing wildlife conservation with economic development is
highlighted in the issue.

There is a need for a revised policy that can facilitate sustainable mining and yet
protect the environment.
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Conclusion

The Dholpur Red Sandstone industry is currently facing one of its biggest challenges due to
mining restrictions around the Dholpur-Karauli Tiger Reserve. Despite the importance of
biodiversity conservation in the country, policies that strike a balance, scientific mining
methods and regulatory improvements are necessary to protect the interests of the
environment and the livelihoods of thousands of families.

MCQs

1. Which protected area has significantly affected mining activities in the Dholpur Red
Sandstone industry?

A. Sariska Tiger Reserve

B. Ranthambore Tiger Reserve
C. Dholpur-Karauli Tiger Reserve
D. Mukundra Hills Tiger Reserve

Answer: C. Dholpur-Karauli Tiger Reserve

2. Approximately how many families have been affected by the decline in the Dholpur
Red Sandstone industry?

A. 5,000

B. 8,000

C. More than 10,000
D. 20,000

Answer: C. More than 10,000

3. What key policy change has been demanded by industry representatives?

A. Complete ban on mining in Rajasthan

B. Increase in mining royalty

C. Expansion of the Eco-Sensitive Zone to 20 km

D. Reduction of the Eco-Sensitive Zone from 10 km to 1 km

Answer: D. Reduction of the Eco-Sensitive Zone from 10 km to 1 km
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