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Jaisalmer: Thar Desert Emerging as a Hub for
Space and Geospatial Research

JAISALMER

Thar Desert
| Emerging as a

Hub for Space and
Geospatial Research

Jaisalmer, a place of tourlsm and strateglc S|gn|f|cance is belng featured for its scientific
potential as well. The astronomical environment of the Thar Desert is considered
favorable for conducting astronomy; geospatial research and studies and remote
sensing due to its vast open landscapes, low population density, low light pollution, and
dry climate. The Indian Space Policy 2023 has facilitated more involvement from private
industries, universities and research institutions in the space sector, but there is no ISRO
space research centre or national astronomical observatory in Jaisalmer at present.

Key Highlights

e The Thar Desert offers clear skies and low artificial light, making it suitable for
astronomical observations.

Due to its dry climate, it has more clear nights, which is beneficial for space studies.
The open expansiveness of the area is beneficial for geospatial mapping, Earth
observation and remote sensing applications.

e Satellite data has already been used to enable the study of desertification,
vegetation, sand dune movement, land use changes and water resources in Western
Rajasthan.

e The studies have applications in agriculture, environmental protection, disaster
response, mineral exploration and water resource planning.
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Significance

In a rapidly growing Indian space ecosystem as envisioned in the Indian Space Policy
2023, Jaisalmer and other regions can contribute to scientific research. The region can
be used to establish academic institutions, private space companies, and future
observatories, which can help India improve its space science and geospatial
technologies.

Conclusion

Jaisalmer is slowly turning into more than a tourist destination. It has specific geographical
and climatic characteristics, leading to good space observation and geospatial research
opportunities. A space research centre is not present in the region yet, but its nature might
make it an important location for the future of space scientific and technological
developments.

MCQs

Q1. Which natural feature makes Jaisalmer suitable for astronomical observations?
A) Heavy rainfall

B) Dense forests

C) Low light pollution and clear skies

D) High humidity

Answer: C) Low light pollution and clear skies

Q2. Which policy has encouraged greater private participation in India's space
sector?

A) National Education Policy 2020

B) Indian Space Policy 2023

C) Digital India Mission

D) Startup India Scheme

Answer: B) Indian Space Policy 2023

Q3. Remote sensing satellites are commonly used to study which of the following in
Western Rajasthan?

A) Coral reefs

B) Glacier movement

C) Sand dune movement and desertification

D) Marine biodiversity

Answer: C) Sand dune movement and desertification
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Bundi: Kachaliya Stone Park to Transform
Industrial Development in the Barad Region
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The Kachaliya Stone Park project in the district of Bundi is progressing towards becoming a
large-scale industrial development initiative. The park is being set up over an area of
40.0798 hectares and a sanctioned investment amount of 45.22 crore in Talera
Subdivision. The project is designed to boost the Barad's sandstone industry and encourage
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the development of industries that do not pollute, increase employment and the economy of

the region.

Key Highlights

Subject

Details

Project Area

40.0798 hectares

Industrial Zones

General Zone and Stone Zone

General Zone Purpose

Pollution-free industries

Stone Zone Purpose

Sandstone-based industries of the Barad region

Total Industrial Plots

22 plots

Lease Period

33 years

Current Status

8 plots opened; several allotted and under process

Major Infrastructure

Boundary wall, roads, street lights, power lines, dumping yard,
water harvesting, drainage, green park

Project Cost

45.22 crore

Construction Timeline

Work to begin after the monsoon

Expected Completion

Within 2 years

Significance

The Kachaliya Stone Park will create a separate industrial area for the sandstone industry,
which is one of the significant sectors of Bundi's economy. It is expected to create jobs, bring
in investment, promote value-added stone processing and enhance industrial infrastructure.
The project will also promote sustainable industrial development by promoting pollution-free

industrial units.

Conclusion

Kachaliya Stone Park is all set to be a landmark project of the industrial sector of Bundi
district. The project will integrate modern infrastructure with support for the sandstone
industry and eco-friendly industries, thereby boosting the economic development,
employment potential, and industrial growth of Rajasthan.
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MCQs

Q1. Where is the Kachaliya Stone Park being developed?
A) Kota

B) Bundi

C) Bhilwara

D) Jhalawar

Answer: B) Bundi

Q2. What is the total approved cost of the Kachaliya Stone Park project?
A) %¥25.22 crore
B) X35.22 crore
C) %45.22 crore
D) ¥55.22 crore

Answer: C) ¥45.22 crore

Q3. The Stone Zone of Kachaliya Stone Park is primarily dedicated to which industry?
A) Marble Industry

B) Granite Industry

C) Sandstone Industry

D) Cement Industry

Answer: C) Sandstone Industry
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