1 August 5, 2026
only

Rajasthan News: Native Desert Mushrooms Fetch
Up to ¥500/kg After Monsoon Rains
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After the recent monsoon showers in Rajasthan, naturally growing native desert
mushrooms (Khumbhi) have appeared across the dunes of the Bikaner and Bajju
regions. These seasonal wild mushrooms are highly valued for their taste, nutritional value,
and limited availability: Residents collect them early in the morning for household use and
sale. The mushrooms are currently selling'for ¥400-¥500 per kg, while premium-quality
varieties can fetch up to 700 per kg.

Key Highlights Details
Location Bikaner & Bajju, Rajasthan
Growth Season After monsoon rainfall
Market Price 3400-X500/kg (up to ¥700/kg)

Dried Powder Price | ¥1,000-%2,000/kg

Nutritional Value Rich in protein, fiber, Vitamin B, Vitamin D & minerals
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Why Is It Important?

The seasonal growth of native mushrooms provides additional income to rural families
and highlights the ecological benefits of monsoon rains in Rajasthan. Their nutritional value
and high market demand make them an important seasonal forest produce.

Significance
e Generates seasonal employment and rural income.
e Naturally available for a limited period after rainfall.
e Rich source of essential nutrients.
e Demonstrates the biodiversity of Rajasthan's desert ecosystem.

Conclusion

Native desert mushrooms are an important natural resource that benefits both local
communities and consumers. However, only properly identified edible wild mushrooms
should be consumed, as some wild species can be poisonous.

MCQs

1. Native desert mushrooms mainly appear after:
A. Summer heat

B. Monsoon rains

C. Winter season

D. Sandstorms

Answer: B. Monsoon rains

2. What is the common market price of native mushrooms in Rajasthan?
A.%100/kg

B. 3250/kg

C. %400-%500/kg

D. ¥900/kg

Answer: C. ¥400-500/kg

3. Native desert mushrooms are rich in:
A. Protein, fiber, and vitamins

B. Cholesterol only

C. Sugar only

D. Saturated fats

Answer: A. Protein, fiber, and vitamins

4. Which Rajasthan region was highlighted for native mushroom collection?
A. Udaipur
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B. Jaisalmer
C. Bikaner—Bajju
D. Kota

Answer: C. Bikaner—Bajju
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Rajasthan Government to Receive OBC
Commission Report Today

COMMISSION FOR
BACKWARD CLASSES

Rajasthan

Government
to Receive
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The Rajasthan OBC (Political) Commission is'expected to present its eagerly awaited
report to the Rajasthan Government on 5 August 2026. The report will be used as a
reference to fix reservations for Other Backward Classes (OBC) in the upcoming
Panchayat and Urban Local Body (Municipal) elections. The Commission has asked for
time from Chief Minister Bhajan Lal Sharma to submit the report formally.

Key Highlights

Aspect Details

Survey Start Date | The OBC (Political) Commission launched the statewide survey on 10
July 2026 through the Rajdhara Survey Mobile App.

Survey Duration | The survey was conducted for 17 days, collecting information from
OBC families across Rajasthan.

Estimated OBC Preliminary findings estimate the OBC population at approximately

Population 3.63 crore in Rajasthan.
Purpose of the The empirical data collected through the survey has been used to
Report finalize the report for OBC reservation in Panchayats and Urban

Local Bodies.
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Technology The Department of Information Technology and Communication
Support (DoIT&C) developed the Rajdhara Survey Mobile App used for the
survey.

Formation of the OBC (Political) Commission

The Rajasthan Government formed the OBC (Political) Commission on 9 May 2025 based
on the Supreme Court directions.

Chairperson:

Retired District Judge Madan Lal Bhati
Members:

Mohan Morwal

Prof. Rajiv Saxena

Advocate Gopal Krishna
Pawan Mandawiya

Importance of the Supreme Court's "Triple Test"

The Supreme Court of India has set the condition of the Triple Test to ensure the
satisfaction of the same before allowing OBC reservation in local body elections. There
are three conditions:

Constitution of a dedicated commission to examine OBC political representation.
Collection of empirical and scientific data on the backwardness and
representation of OBCs.

e The calculation of the reservation from the collected data without exceeding the
constitutionally required size of the reservation.

What Happens Next?

After the government receives the report:

e The reservation process will start by the Panchayati Raj Department and the
Local Self Government Department.

e Reserved wards will be allocated through a lottery (draw of lots) run by the district
administration.

e Political party representatives will be on hand throughout.
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e The finalized reservation policy will be followed for the reservation of seats in
Wards for Scheduled Castes (SC), Scheduled Tribes (ST), Other Backward
Classes (OBC) and Women.
Conclusion

The arrival of the report by the OBC (Political) Commission is a big step towards electing the
Panchayats and Urban Local Bodies in Rajasthan as per the constitutional and judicial
norms. The state's goal is to have a clear, lawful and socially fair reservation system, based
on empirical evidence and the Supreme Court's Triple Test.

MCQs

Q1. The Rajasthan OBC (Political) Commission conducted the OBC survey through
which platform?

A. Jan Aadhaar App

B. Rajdhara Survey Mobile App

C. e-Mitra Portal

D. Rajasthan Census Portal

Answer: B. Rajdhara Survey Mobile App

Q2. Who is the Chairperson of the Rajasthan OBC (Political) Commission?
A. Justice Arun Mishra

B. Madan Lal Bhati

C. Mohan Morwal

D. Rajiv Saxena

Answer: B. Madan Lal Bhati

Q3. According to the Commission's preliminary findings, the estimated OBC
population.in Rajasthan is approximately:

A. 2.85 crore

B. 3.10 crore

C. 3.63 crore

D. 4.02 crore

Answer: C. 3.63 crore

Q4. Which Supreme Court principle must be followed before providing OBC
reservation in local body elections?

A. Five-Point Formula

B. Triple Test

C. Social Justice Model

D. Reservation Review Principle
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Answer: B. Triple Test
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