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Jaisalmer: From the Golden City to a Global
Tourism Destination
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Jaisalmer, popularly known as the “Golden City of Rajasthan,” has undergone a remarkable
transformation over the past four decades. The city islocated in the middle of the Thar
Desert, which used to be a place with weak infrastructure and basic facilities. Today, it is one
of the most significant tourist attractions in Rajasthan, which is visited by both Indians and
foreigners.

Key Highlights

Key Point Details
Location Thar Desert, Rajasthan
Popular Name Golden City of Rajasthan
Tourism Expansion Began prominently in the 1980s
Tourist Bungalow Established by RTDC; now Moomal Hotel
Hotels in 1982 10
Hotels in 2001 121
Hotels Today More than 400
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Annual Tourist Footfall Around 15 lakh
Resorts in Sam Around 200
Direct Employment Around 50,000 people

Major Tourism Activities | Camel Safari and Desert Tourism

Civil Airport Cost Around %100 crore

Major Connectivity Rail, Road and Air

Tourism Transformed Jaisalmer

The development of tourism in Jaisalmer started getting momentum from the eighties
onwards. The local Tourist Bungalow, which was established by the Rajasthan Tourism
Development Corporation (RTDC) and is now known as Moomal Hotel, became an
important milestone in the city's tourism journey.

One area of special importance has been the development of the hotel sector. Jaisalmer had
only 10 hotels in 1982, which increased to 29 in 1986, 35 in 1989, 68 in 1993, 83 in 1995, 94
in 1999 and 121 in 2001. There are now more than 400 hotels.

Growth of Desert Tourism

The expansion of tourism has also encouraged the growth of restaurants, travel agencies,
handicraft shops and other tourism-related businesses. Today the Sam Sand Dunes are a
big tourist draw and there are approximately 200 resorts in the region. Camel safaris are
also an integral part of the Jaisalmer tour package.

The city receives approximately 15 lakh tourists every year. This has helped to create direct
jobs with 50,000 people involved in handicraft and traditional goods shops, which has helped
the local economy.

Better Connectivity and Infrastructure

Jaisalmer has witnessed major improvements in roads, railways, transportation and air
connectivity. It is now directly linked by rail to some important cities like Jaipur, Delhi,
Mumbai and Kathgodam. The construction of a civil airport, which cost approximately 100
crore, has made it easier to connect with the place and regular air connectivity is available
for a major part of the tourism season.
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Conclusion

Jaisalmer's transformation from a city struggling with basic facilities into a modern tourism
hub highlights the important role of tourism, infrastructure and connectivity in regional
development. Golden sandstone buildings, deserts, Sam Sand Dunes, camel safaris,
handicrafts and heritage sites have made Jaisalmer a famous tourist hotspot in Rajasthan
and India.

MCQs

1. When did tourism development in Jaisalmer begin gaining significant momentum?
A. 1960s

B. 1970s

C. 1980s

D. 2000s

Answer: C. 1980s

2. How many hotels were there in Jaisalmer in 19827
A. 10

B. 29

C.35

D. 68

Answer: A. 10

3. Approximately how many tourists visit Jaisalmer every year?
A. 5 lakh

B. 10 lakh

C. 15 lakh

D. 20 lakh

Answer: C. 15 lakh
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MCQs

1. SR & e [qen o e HecaquT T Tehseil I HI?
A. 1960 ol G2Ah

B. 1970 T &2h

C. 1980 hT ©2Th

D. 2000 =T &oTeh

3dY: C. 1980 T c2Ah

2. 1982 H I H fohdel glee a2
A. 10
B. 29
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India’s First High-Speed Trial Track in Rajasthan
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A %820.crore high-speed trial track is being developed near Sambhar Lake in Nagaur,
Rajasthan. The 63.56-km track will allow trains to be tested at speeds of up to 230 km/h,
focusing on safety, stability, track performance, signalling and modern railway technologies.
The initial phase of trials should start by December, 2026.

Key Highlights

Feature Details
Location Nagaur, Rajasthan
Cost %820 crore
Length 63.56 km
Maximum Speed 230 km/h
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Main Testing Line 23 km
High-Speed Loop 13 km
Curve Testing Loop 20 km

Accelerated Testing Loop | 3 km

Bridges 7 major + 129 minor
New Stations 4
Expected Trials December 2026

Why Is It Important?

High-Speed Testing: Enables testing of trains at speeds up to 230 km/h.
Safety & Technology: Tests signalling, track stability, train dynamics and
accident-prevention systems.

e Future-Ready Railways: Supports the development and validation of advanced
railway technologies in India.

e Strategic Importance: Offers a test area for new trains and railway systems prior to
their widespread use.

RAS Exam Perspective

This project is important for Rajasthan-related Current Affairs, Infrastructure and Transport
topics. The aspirants must note the following points: It is located near Sambhar Lake,
Nagaur; the investment is at ¥820 crore; the expected length is 63.56 km; the testing speed
is 230 km/h; and it is expected to'be tested by December 2026. It reflects India’s efforts
towards high=speed rail technology, railway safety and modern transport infrastructure.

Conclusion

The Rajasthan high-speed trial track is a major step towards modernising Indian Railways. It
can enhance indigenous railway technology, make railway working safer, and help to
develop faster and more efficient trains.

MCQs

1. Where is the high-speed trial track being developed?
A. Jaipur

B. Nagaur

C. Kota

D. Jodhpur

Answer: B. Nagaur
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2. What is the maximum testing speed?
A. 180 km/h
B. 200 km/h
C. 230 km/h
D. 250 km/h

Answer: C. 230 km/h

3. What is the track’s total length?
A. 53.56 km

B. 63.56 km

C. 73.56 km

D. 83.56 km

Answer: B. 63.56 km

ow many new stations are included?

4. H
A 2
B.3
C.4
D.5

Answer: C. 4
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1. ETS-TAS TSl &oh gl TAshiad [ohaT T BT 872
A. SRIT

B. AR

C. ®ler

D. SerqY

39%: B. ANIR
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2. ¢t T 31T¥eh e TeTor a1fa fohdeir grafT?
A. 180 ThreT/EeT
B. 200 fersfi/erer
C. 230 foraT/Eer
D. 250 ferel/aer

34X: C. 230 fhal/aer

3. ZIST b T el ofaTs fohctal 82
A. 53.56 foraT
B. 63.56 fahalT
C. 73.56 ThaT
D. 83.56 fareiY

34Y: B. 63.56 Tl

4. IRISTAT H forder AT T AR &2
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