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Supreme Court Collegium Recommends New
Chief Justice for Rajasthan High Court

Supreme Court !

Collegium Recommends !

New Chief Justice s
for Rajasthan High Court .

The Supreme Court Collegium, headed by Chief Justice of India Surya Kant, has
recommended Justice Sanjay K. Agrawal of the Chhattisgarh High Court for appointment as
the new Chief Justice of the Rajasthan-High Court. The recommendation came days after
letters by Supreme Court judge Justice Sandeep Mehta regarding Rajasthan Acting Chief
Justice S.P. Sharma became public.

Key Highlights

Point Details
Recommended Chief Justice Justice Sanjay K. Agrawal
Present Court Chhattisgarh High Court
Proposed Court Rajasthan High Court
Collegium Head CJI Surya Kant
Acting CJ of Rajasthan HC Justice S.P. Sharma
Recommendation Date August 31, 2026
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Why Is It Important?

The recommendation is significant because Justice S.P. Sharma had been serving as Acting
Chief Justice for around 10 months. Justice Sandeep Mehta had asked for the appointment
of a regular Chief Justice and had made allegations against Justice Sharma.

Other High Court Appointments

The Collegium also recommended Justice Alpesh Yeshvant Kogje as Chief Justice of the
Madhya Pradesh High Court and Justice Pushpinder Singh Bhati as Chief Justice of the
Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh High Court.

Transfer of Justice Agrawal

In a separate resolution, the Collegium recommended the immediate transfer of Justice
Sanjay K. Agrawal to the Rajasthan High Court, pending his appointment as Chief Justice.

Conclusion

The recommendation of Justice Sanjay K. Agrawal as the new Chief Justice of the
Rajasthan High Court is an important development for the State’s judicial administration. His
nomination coincides with concerns about the operation of the leadership of the High Court.
The appointment will give the Rajasthan High Court a permanent Chief Justice and will add
stability and continuity to the functioning of the institution, if approved.

MCQs

1. Who has been recommended as the new Chief Justice of Rajasthan HC?
A) S.P. Sharma

B) Sanjay K. Agrawal

C) Sandeep Mehta

D) Alpesh Yeshvant Kogje

Answer: B) Sanjay K. Agrawal

2. Justice Sanjay K. Agrawal is currently a judge of which High Court?
A) Rajasthan

B) Gujarat

C) Chhattisgarh

D) Madhya Pradesh

Answer: C) Chhattisgarh

3. Who heads the Supreme Court Collegium?
A) Justice Sandeep Mehta

B) Justice Surya Kant

C) Justice S.P. Sharma

D) Justice Pushpinder Singh Bhati

Answer: B) Justice Surya Kant
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4. How long had S.P. Sharma served as Acting Chief Justice of Rajasthan HC?
A) 6 months

B) 8 months

C) 10 months

D) 12 months

Answer: C) 10 months
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Supreme Court Bans Construction Within 100
Metres of Jojari River in Rajasthan

The Supreme Court has prohibited any construction or development activity within 100
metres of the Jojari River in Rajasthan. Additionally, the Court has prohibited the operation of
hazardous industries within 500 metres either upstream or downstream of the existing flood
elevation along the river's flow path. On August 24, 2026, Justice Vikram Nath and Justice
Sandeep Mehta, who had constituted the Bench, passed the order.

The decision follows heavy concerns regarding the contamination of the Jojari River and the
toll it is taking on the atmosphere and the residents of Rajasthan. This river runs through an
important industrial zone, especially that of the town of Pali that has been a cause of
pollution of the river system.

Key Highlights

Particulars Details
River Jojari River
State Rajasthan
Court Supreme Court of India
Decision Date 24 August 2026
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Construction Restriction No construction or development within 100 metres of the river

Hazardous Industry Prohibited within 500 metres on either side of the existing

Restriction flood line

Important Industrial Area Pali

Judges Justice Vikram Nath and Justice Sandeep Mehta

Other Rivers Mentioned Bandi and Luni

Earlier Recommendation Rajasthan Government was advised to prepare a 20-point
resolution plan

Major Concern River pollution and environmental degradation

Supreme Court's Directions

The Supreme Court's decision is meant to establish a “sacred” zone around the Jojari River
and to stop more encroachment and pollution. The Court in particular imposed a 500m zone
of restriction around both sides of the current flood level on the flow path of the river for
hazardous industries.

The Bench also noted that all of the industrial area.in Pali.is located along the river. So, it
may be necessary for authorities to think of relocation of industries in the long run to
safeguard the river and its surrounding environment.

The Court's intervention is noteworthy as the Jojari is a seasonal river and its contamination
has impacted the lives and livelihood of a large population in Rajasthan.

Background: Pollution in the Jojari River

The Jojari River has been facing severe pollution, particularly because of industrial activities
in and around Pali. Raw or poorly-treated industrial wastes have been a cause for concern
for water quality, farming, soil and public health.

On August 4, 2026, the Supreme Court had recommended that the Rajasthan Government
formulate a 20-point resolution plan to address contamination in the Jojari, Bandi and Luni
rivers.

Significance of the Decision

The latest order strengthens environmental protection measures in Rajasthan. Limiting
development along the river and industries along the riverbank within floodplains can help
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prevent encroachment and ensure that the river flows naturally and minimizes the potential
for additional pollutants.

The possible relocation of industries from the riverbank could also support long-term river
restoration, although it may require careful planning, financial support and coordination
between government authorities and industries.

Conclusion

The Supreme Court's order to halt construction up to 100 metres from the Jojari River and
hazardous industries up to 500 metres from the river flood line should be seen as an
important environmental intervention. It emphasizes the need for industrial development and
protection of the ecology. The order, the treatment of industrial waste and the long-term
restoration of the Jojari River will be the critical factors for effective implementation and
conservation of the water resources and the local communities of Rajasthan.

MCQs

1. The Supreme Court recently banned construction within what distance of the Jojari
River?

A) 50 metres

B) 100 metres

C) 200 metres

D) 500 metres

Answer: B) 100 metres

2. Hazardous industries have been prohibited within how many metres of either side
of the existing flood line?

A) 100 metres

B) 200 metres

C) 500 metres

D) 1,000 metres

Answer: C) 500 metres

3. The Jojari River is located in which state?
A) Guijarat

B) Madhya Pradesh

C) Rajasthan

D) Haryana

Answer: C) Rajasthan

4. Which Rajasthan district's industrial area was specifically discussed by the
Supreme Court?

A) Kota

B) Pali
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C) Jaipur
D) Ajmer

Answer: B) Pali
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