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The Gahlod High-Level Bridge (HLB) over the Banas River in Tonk district is another major
achievement in infrastructure development in the state of Rajasthan. Built by the Public
Works Department, the bridge is now recognised as Rajasthan’s longest high-level bridge.
The project is projected to enhance connectivity in various parts of Rajasthan, especially
during the rainy season.

Key Highlights

Feature Details
Bridge Name Gahlod High-Level Bridge
River Banas River
Location Gahlod, Tonk, Rajasthan
Total Length 3.34 km
Main Bridge 2 km
Approach Road 1.34 km
Construction Cost | 3134.74 crore
Funding Central Road and Infrastructure Fund (CRIF)
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Load Capacity Approx. 243 tonnes
Main Structure 50 spans of 40 metres each
Load Testing Successfully completed in 5 stages

Structural Recovery | 92%

Beneficiary Areas Peeplu, Malpura, Todaraisingh, Phagi and
Ajmer

Why Is This Bridge Important?

The old path over the Banas River had been susceptible toflooding or erosion for many
years. This on many occasions affected connectivity and made it necessary to take an
extra 30—40 km route by those travelling towards Tonk.

The new high-level bridge is expected to ensure smooth and safe connectivity all year
round, particularly during the monsoon. It will also promote connectivity between a few
towns and villages and facilitate the regional economy and socio-economic activities.

Engineering Highlight

The bridge passed a five-stage load test. Traffic was halted and deflection of the structures
was measured during testing. After load removal, the bridge showed 92% structural
recovery, above the 85% threshold considered acceptable.

Conclusion

The Gahlod High Level Bridge is‘'more than just a connectivity project. It symbolizes
Rajasthan's efforts to improve the state's infrastructure and ensure safe transportation even
in tough weather. Aspirants preparing for the Rajasthan government exams can keep in
mind the combination: Gahlod + Banas River + Tonk + 3.34 km + ¥134.74 crore.

MCQs

Q1. Which is Rajasthan’s longest high-level bridge?
A) Kota Bridge

B) Gahlod High-Level Bridge

C) Mahi Bridge

D) Chambal Bridge

Answer: B

Q2. The Gahlod High-Level Bridge is built over which river?
A) Chambal

B) Luni

C) Banas
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D) Mahi
Answer: C

Q3. What is the total length of the Gahlod High-Level Bridge?
A) 2.0 km

B) 2.84 km

C) 3.34 km

D) 4.34 km

Answer: C

Q4. The bridge is located in which district?
A) Ajmer

B) Tonk

C) Jaipur

D) Bhilwara

Answer: B
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Vedanta to Increase Oil Production in Rajasthan

Vedanta Oil & Gas plans to invest around $200 million in EY 2026—27 to increase crude oil
production from its mature fields in Rajasthan. The investment will focus on enhanced
recovery, production optimisation and resource-to-reserve conversion, particularly in the
Barmer region. The move aims to address natural reservoir decline and improve output from

existing wells.

Key Highlights

Point Details
Company Vedanta Qil & Gas
Investment Around $200 million
Period FY 2026-27

Major Region

Barmer, Rajasthan

Key Field

Mangala

Focus

Enhanced recovery & production optimisation

Enhanced Recovery Techniques

Vedanta is using advanced recovery methods, including techniques such as ASP flooding, to
improve oil recovery from mature Rajasthan fields.
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Why Is It Important?

The project can help increase domestic crude oil production, reduce dependence on imports,
and strengthen India’s energy security. Rajasthan’s Barmer oil fields have already become
an important contributor to India’s onshore oil production.

Conclusion

Vedanta’s planned investment represents an important effort to sustain and improve oil
production from Rajasthan’s mature fields. By combining enhanced recovery techniques with
production optimisation, the company aims to unlock additional potential from existing
resources. The initiative could also support Rajasthan’s role in India’s energy sector and
contribute to greater domestic energy security.

MCQs

1. Which company plans to invest around $200 million to increase oil production in
Rajasthan?

A. ONGC

B. Vedanta Oil & Gas

C.BPCL

D. I0CL

Answer: B. Vedanta Oil & Gas

2. Which Rajasthan district is a major focus of Vedanta’s oil production activities?
A. Kota

B. Barmer

C. Ajmer

D. Alwar

Answer: B. Barmer

3. Which oil field is associated with Vedanta’s production activities in Rajasthan?
A. Mangala

B. Bombay High

C. Ankleshwar

D. Ravva

Answer: A. Mangala

4. In which financial year is the planned investment of around $200 million?
A. FY 2024-25

B. FY 2025-26

C. FY 2026-27

D. FY 2027-28

Answer: C. FY 2026-27
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