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Indigenous Tejas Mk-1 Inducted into IAF
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The Tejas Mk-1, India's indigenous Light Combat Aircraft (LCA), marks a significant step
towards the nation's defence self-reliance. On 1st July, 2016, the first squadron of Tejas
aircraft, No. 45 Squadron “Flying/Daggers”, was inducted into the Indian Air Force.

Tejas is designed by the Aeronautical. Development Agency (ADA) and produced by

Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL). An air defence and strike fighter, a single-engine,
supersonic, multi-role aircraft.

Key Highlights

Parameter Details
Aircraft LCA Tejas Mk-1
Developed by Aeronautical Development Agency (ADA)
Manufacturer Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL)
First IAF Squadron No. 45 Squadron
Squadron Name Flying Daggers
Induction Date 1 July 2016
I0C 20 December 2013
FOC 20 February 2019
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Second Tejas No. 18 Squadron, Flying Bullets
Squadron
Second Squadron Operational from May 2020

Important Features

Tejas features up-to-date technologies such as a multi-mode radar, modern fly-by-wire
controls and advanced avionics, and a glass cockpit. Its FOC configuration includes
additional functions, including a Beyond Visual Range (BVR) missile and air-to-air refuelling
(AAR).

The Tejas Mk-1A is the upgraded version and includes improvements such as an advanced
AESA radar, electronic warfare systems, and enhanced BVR capability.

Why is Tejas Important for India?

Tejas programme is one of the most significant initiatives in/the field of Defense towards
Atmanirbhar Bharat. It has played a key role in India's development of expertise in the
design, manufacture, and advanced aerospace technologies of fighter aircraft.

It also lessens the reliance on imported fighter jets and enhances the nation's
defense—industrial base.

Conclusion

The induction of Tejas.Mk-1 into the IAF was a significant milestone in India's indigenous
defence program. The Tejas became an important part of India's air power after achieving
I0C in 2013, induction into No. 45 Squadron in 2016, and FOC in 2019.

MCQs

Q1. Tejas was designed by which organisation?
A.ISRO

B. ADA

C. HAL

D. BEL

Answer: B. ADA

Q2. Which was the first IAF squadron to operate Tejas?
A. No. 18 Squadron
B. No. 21 Squadron
C. No. 45 Squadron
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D. No. 51 Squadron
Answer: C. No. 45 Squadron

Q3. What is the nickname of No. 45 Squadron?
A. Flying Bullets

B. Flying Daggers

C. Golden Arrows

D. Tigers

Answer: B. Flying Daggers

Q4. Tejas Mk-1 received Final Operational Clearance in:
A. 2013

B. 2016

C. 2019

D. 2020

Answer: C. 2019
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MCQs

Q1. ST I fohd HeTaeT GaRT f3ose foharm I g2
A. ISRO

B. ADA

C. HAL

D. BEL

3d3: B. ADA

Q2. AT &T FdTfeld et dTell Ugoll IAF T shied-ar 21?
A. FsX 18 TFATZ

B. #&X 21 TFAT3

C. sisR 45 TFaT3T

D. X 51 EFdTg

3X: C. T} 45 T3




v October 7, 2026
only

Q3. =TeX 45 THATST T 3UTH FAT g ?
A. FITST JoleH

B. FelTeT Sard

C. Mesd WIS

D. TSIy

3R B. TS 39

Q4. T8 Mk-1 & Final Operational Clearance (FOC) & 9Tcd g31T?
A. 2013 7

B. 2016

C. 2019

D. 2020

3d3: C. 2019

Rajasthan’s Initiative to Build India’s First
UNESCO Global Geopark

Rajasthan is moving towards developing Mehrangarh Fort and its surrounding geological
landscape in Jodhpur as India’s first UNESCO Global Geopark. The Mehrangarh Museum
Trust and INTACH are working towards the initiative, and academic and research efforts
have already been undertaken. The site is of special significance due to the rocks that form
Mehrangarh, which are believed to be approximately 750 million years old. If successful, the
project could give India its first UNESCO Global Geopark and strengthen Rajasthan’s
geotourism potential.
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Key Highlights

Point Details

Proposed Site | Mehrangarh, Jodhpur

State Rajasthan

Initiative Proposal to develop India’s first UNESCO
Global Geopark

Geological Age | Around 750 million years

Key Partners Mehrangarh Museum Trust & INTACH

Main Focus Geoheritage, education & sustainable
tourism

Why Is It Important?

A UNESCO Global Geopark combines geological conservation, scientific education, cultural
heritage, and sustainable development. In terms of the Rajasthan region, it could lead to the
promotion of geotourism, employment opportunities, and research among the people of the
region, as well as providing international recognition to the geological heritage of Jodhpur.
UNESCO currently has 241 global geoparks across 51 countries, while India has none yet.

Geological Significance

Volcanic activity is reflected in the rocks around Mehrangarh, and there are some
characteristic welded tuff formations. The Geological Survey of India has also recognised
two national-level geological monuments in the area.

Conclusion

The proposed Mehrangarh UNESCO Global Geopark could become an important milestone
for India’s geological and cultural conservation efforts. The project can serve to safeguard
prehistoric rocks and can link science, heritage, tourism and local communities. If
successfully recognised, it would place Jodhpur and Rajasthan on the global geotourism
map while creating greater awareness of India’s geological history.

MCQs

1. Where is the proposed first UNESCO Global Geopark located?
A. Jaipur

B. Jodhpur

C. Udaipur
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D. Kota
Answer: B. Jodhpur

2. Mehrangarh is located in which state?
A. Gujarat

B. Madhya Pradesh

C. Rajasthan

D. Maharashtra

Answer: C. Rajasthan

3. UNESCO Global Geoparks primarily focus on:

A. Military heritage

B. Geological heritage and sustainable development

C. Industrial development

D. Urban planning

Answer: B. Geological heritage and sustainable development

4. Approximately how old are the rocks around Mehrangarh?
A. 75 million years

B. 250 million years

C. 500 million years

D. 750 million years

Answer: D. 750 million years

HR &I ggell UNESCO Global‘Geopark STt chr
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MCQs

1. g&dTad g UNESCO Global Geopark Fgr TId §?
A. IR

B. SiTqY

C. m

D. #rer

3 B. SR

2. ATAE fohe ToT A Rya 82
A. T

B. FEY W Qr

C. TSTEUTT

D. HERTSE

3 C. &
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3. UNESCO Global Geoparks H&T &9 # fhdl W shicd glcl 82
A. 8= e
B. 81 =Tiateh faRmae 3R T faesrrer
C. 3 fasra
D. & et

3t B. 7 +Tioten fard 3R doa faenre

4. AGIIG o THATH T TECTol I fehclalt =it 82
A. 75 fAfoaeT a¥

B. 250 fAfoaer av

C. 500 fAfoTeT a¥

D. 750 fAforeT a¥

3a%: D. 750 fAfoTeT a¥
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