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Rajasthan International Folk Festival (RIFF) 2026

Intliéional Folk Festlval
(RIFF) 2026 -

The Rajasthan International Folk Festival (RIFF), also known as Jodhpur RIFF, is an annual
cultural festival that celebrates Rajasthan’s traditional music, folk arts and cultural heritage.
The festival takes place at Mehrangarh Fort, the historic fort of Jodhpur, and features folk
music and dance performances from India and other countries.

The 2026 edition will take place from 22nd to 26th October 2026, celebrating the festival's

20th anniversary. It falls during Sharad Purnima and fosters an interest in cultural exchange,
the conservation of folk practices and the livelihoods of traditional artists.

Key Highlights

Feature Details
Festival Rajasthan International Folk Festival (RIFF)
Popular Name Jodhpur RIFF

2026 Dates 22—-26 October 2026
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Venue Mehrangarh Fort, Jodhpur, Rajasthan

First Edition 2007

Organising Mehrangarh Museum Trust and Jaipur Virasat Foundation

Institutions

Chief Patron HH Gaj Singh Il of Marwar-Jodhpur

International Patron | Sir Mick Jagger

UNESCO Endorsed as a “People’s Platform for Creativity and Sustainable

Recognition Development”

Main Objective Preserve folk music, promote cultural exchange and support
traditional artists

Cultural and Economic Significance

The festival also.gives an opportunity for the local communities and young artists to exhibit
traditional skills. It is a draw for culturalists, tourists and music lovers, allowing Rajasthan's
culturaltourism. RIFF facilitates the transmission of traditional musical knowledge to younger
generations and promotes the international visibility of Rajasthan's rich folk heritage through
live performances, workshops and collaborations.

Conclusion

Rajasthan International Folk Festival is one of the crucial initiatives towards conserving
India's intangible cultural heritage. RIFF links the traditional musicians of Rajasthan with the
international artists and fosters cultural tourism, artistic interaction and economic
opportunities for folk musicians. The Living Musicians of Rajasthan is the theme of its 2026
edition, underscoring the importance of living music traditions in the world of India.

MCQs

Q1. Rajasthan International Folk Festival (RIFF) is popularly known as:
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A) Jaipur Cultural Festival

B) Jodhpur RIFF

C) Marwar Music Festival

D) Rajasthan Heritage Festival

Answer: B) Jodhpur RIFF

Q2. In which year was the first edition of RIFF organised?

A) 2005

B) 2006

C) 2007

D) 2010

Answer: C) 2007

Q3. Which historic fort serves as the principal venue for RIFF?
A) Amber Fort

B) Mehrangarh Fort

C) Chittorgarh Fort

D) Kumbhalgarh Fort

Answer: B) Mehrangarh Fort

Q4. Which organisations are associated with organising RIFF?
A) Rajasthan University and RPSC

B) Mehrangarh Museum Trust and Jaipur Virasat Foundation

C) Archaeological Survey of India and UNESCO

D) Rajasthan Tourism and JKK

Answer: B) Mehrangarh Museum Trust and Jaipur Virasat Foundation

Q5. Which international personality is associated with RIFF as its International
Patron?

A) Elton John

B) Mick Jagger
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C) Paul McCartney
D) Ed Sheeran

Answer: B) Mick Jagger
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Kundan Art Display in Hong Kong
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The art of Kundan Meena jewellery from this city of Jaipur got international recognition in
October 2026 in Hong Kong. This traditional jewellery-making craft was exhibited by a
National Handicrafts Award-winning artisan, Gayatri Rani from Jaipur, for the Ministry of
Textiles at an International Exhibition, which was published on 21 October 2026.

Kundan-Meena jewellery is a fusion of the setting of gemstones in gold along with exquisite

enamel work or Meenakari. The exhibition showcases the tradition of craftsmanship in
Rajasthan and the promotion of traditional handicrafts in foreign countries in India.

Key Highlights

Feature Details
Art Form Kundan-Meena jewellery
Place of Origin Jaipur, Rajasthan
International Hong Kong
Showcase
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Artisan Gayatri Rani

Government Ministry | Ministry of Textiles, Government of India

Recognition National Handicrafts Award
Craft Significance Traditional gemstone setting and enamel work
Main Objective Promote Indian handicrafts and expand international market

opportunities

Significance

The International Exhibition showcases the traditional art and crafts of Rajasthan while also
fostering the livelihoods of the artisanssand providing an opportunity to link up Rajasthan's
traditional craftsmen with international buyers. These exhibitions also help in cultural
diplomacy by showcasing the rich cultural heritage of India to the international community.

Conclusion

The exhibition of Kundan-Meena art in Hong Kong is a testament to India's traditional
handicrafts' international potential. The promotion of such crafts can help in preserving the
cultural heritage; boost the handicraft sector and open new avenues for the Indian artisans in
the international market.

Multiple-Choice Questions (MCQs)

Q1. Kundan-Meena jewellery is traditionally associated with which Indian city?
A) Mumbai

B) Jaipur

C) Lucknow

D) Chennai

Answer: B) Jaipur

Q2. Which ministry was represented at the reported Hong Kong showcase?

A) Ministry of Tourism



.\/only October 23, 2026

B) Ministry of Culture
C) Ministry of Textiles
D) Ministry of Commerce and Industry

Answer: C) Ministry of Textiles

Q3. Who represented Indian Kundan-Meena craftsmanship at the reported exhibition?
A) Gayatri Rani

B) Rukmini Devi

C) Mrinalini Sarabhai

D) Anita Dongre

Answer: A) Gayatri Rani

Q4. What does Meenakari primarily involve?

A) Wood carving

B) Enamel decoration

C) Stone sculpture

D) Block printing

Answer: B) Enamel decoration

Q5. What is a major objective of showcasing Indian handicrafts internationally?
A) To reduce cultural exchange

B) To replace traditional crafts

C) To promote heritage and expand market opportunities

D) To discourage local artisans

Answer: C) To promote heritage and expand market opportunities
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