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It is one of the main cultural festivals of Rajasthan, held in Jodhpur, Marwar. The festival
features the valour of the brave of Rajasthan, royal traditions, folk music and traditional
dances. It was earlier the Maand/Festival and is a celebration of the rich culture of Marwar

region.

The festival also offers an opportunity for local artists, folk musicians, and traditional
performers to perform. It is'a.good way to maintain the intangible cultural heritage of
Rajasthan and familiarise the younger generation with its traditions and customs. The
festival promotes local businesses, handicrafts, hospitality services and the tourism sector of
Jodhpur and-the Marwar region, thus bringing more traffic to the region.

Key Highlights

Key Point Details

Festival Name Marwar Festival 2026

Dates 24-25 October 2026
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October 24, 2026

Main Location

Jodhpur, Rajasthan

Former Name

Maand Festival

Main Objective

To celebrate Rajasthan’s brave warriors and cultural heritage

Major Attractions

Folk music, folk dances, camel performances, and traditional
competitions

Important Venues

Mehrangarh Fort, Government Umaid Stadium, and Samrat Ashok
Udyan

Cultural Significance

Promotes Marwar’s folk culture.and tourism

Major Activities and Attractions

Folk Arts: Traditional Maand singing, Ghoomar and Kalbelia dance performances.
Traditional competitions include Moustache competitions, Turban-tying
competitions, Tug of war, and Pot races.

e Special Performances: Camel Show by Border Security Force (BSF) and Traditional
weapons exhibition.

e Tourism Activities: Cultural programmes and desert tourism in the sand dunes of

Osian.

e Local Art-and Crafts: Create opportunities for producers and participants of local
arts and crafts to promote their work.

Conclusion

The Marwar Festival is a special occasion to preserve the historical heritage, folk arts, and
traditions of bravery of Rajasthan. It enhances the state's cultural identity, boosts tourism,
and offers a platform for traditional arts to be displayed. The festival also benefits the local
economy by promoting local businesses, such as those in the arts, hospitality, and tourism
sectors, and supporting the artisans.

MCQs

Q1. Where is the Marwar Festival celebrated?
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A) Jaipur

B) Jodhpur
C) Udaipur
D) Bikaner

Answer: B) Jodhpur
Q2. What was the former name of the Marwar Festival?

A) Gangaur Festival
B) Teej Festival

C) Maand Festival
D) Mewar Festival

Answer: C) Maand Festival
Q3. Which region’s cultural heritage is primarily showcased by the Marwar Festival?

A) Hadoti

B) Mewar

C) Marwar
D) Dhundhar

Answer: C) Marwar

Q4. Which of the following is associated with the cultural celebrations of the Marwar
Festival?

A) Folk music and traditional dances
B) International film screenings only
C) Modern industrial exhibitions only
D) Agricultural machinery demonstrations-only

Answer: A) Folk music and traditional dances
Q5. How does the Marwar Festival benefit the local community?

A) By promoting tourism and traditional arts

B) By replacing traditional crafts with industrial products
C) By discouraging cultural performances

D) By limiting visitors to historical monuments

Answer: A) By promoting tourism and traditional arts
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Ustad Bismillah Khan Yuva Puraskar

There is'a prestigious award named Ustad Bismillah Khan Yuva Puraskar, which is
presented by the'Sangeet Natak Akademi to young artists with excellent performance in
performing arts in India. It was set up in 2006 to foster the development of young performers
in the areas of music, dance, theatre, folk and tribal arts, puppetry and allied areas.

Recently, 106 young artists were honored for the years 2024 and 2025.0n October 19,

2026, Union Minister of Culture and Tourism Gajendra Singh Shekhawat conferred the
awards in New Delhi.

Key Highlights

Key Point Details
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Award Name Ustad Bismillah Khan Yuva Puraskar

Established 2006

Presented By Sangeet Natak Akademi

Ministry Ministry of Culture, Government of India

Award Years 2024 and 2025

Total Awardees 106 young artists

Award Ceremony | 19 October 2026

Venue Meghdoot Complex, Rabindra Bhavan, New Delhi

Presented By Gajendra Singh Shekhawat

Prize 25,000, a Tamrapatra and an Angavastram

Eligibility Indian nationals up to 40 years of age

Major Categories and Significance

The award recognises young talent across five broad fields:

Music: Classical music, folk music, other types.

Dance: Traditional and classical dances.

Theatre: acting and directing, and other aspects of theatre.

Traditional and Folk Arts: Puppetry/Tribal Arts/Folk Arts.

Contribution to Performing Arts: Scholarship and other important contributions.
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The award drives the youth to promote and pass on the various cultural traditions of India.

Conclusion

The Ustad Bismillah Khan Yuva Puraskar has been a significant initiative for the recognition
of new talented artists and the continuity of the performing arts tradition of India. The
inclusion of 106 artists for 2024 and 2025 underscores the government's ongoing
commitment to cultural excellence and nurturing young artistic talent.

MCQs

Q1. In which year was the Ustad Bismillah Khan Yuva Puraskar instituted?

A) 2001
B) 2004
C) 2006
D) 2010

Answer: C) 2006
Q2. Which organisation presents the Ustad Bismillah Khan Yuva Puraskar?

A) Lalit Kala Akademi

B) Sangeet Natak Akademi

C) Sahitya Akademi

D) Indian Council for Cultural Relations

Answer: B) Sangeet Natak Akademi

Q3. How many young artists received the award for 2024 and 2025 combined?
A) 86

B) 96

C) 106

D) 108

Answer: C) 106

Q4. What is the cash prize associated with the award?

A) 10,000
B) 225,000
C) 350,000
D) %1,00,000

Answer: B) 25,000

Q5. Who presented the awards on 19 October 20267
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A) The President of India
B) The Prime Minister of India
C) Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
D) The Governor of Delhi

Answer: C) Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
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