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353-Year-Old Govardhan Puja Tradition in
Nathdwara, Rajasthan

~+353-Year-Old - 4

Rajasthan is known for its rich cultural heritage, traditional customs, and centuries-old
religious practices. One such unique tradition is the 353-year-old Govardhan Puja tradition
celebrated in Nathdwara, Rajsamand district. According to news reports, this special ritual is
performed during Govardhan Puja and Khenkhra Utsav, in which Nandvanshi cows trample
a Govardhan hill made from cow.dung. This tradition reflects the religious beliefs and cultural
heritage associated with the Shrinathji Temple.

The festival brings together religious faith, traditional rituals, and community participation. It
also highlights the special importance of cows in the religious and cultural life of Nathdwara.

Historical and Cultural Background

Nathdwara, in Rajasthan's Rajsamand district, is a major religious centre known for the
Shrinathji Temple. The temple follows the Pushtimarg tradition and is closely associated with
Lord Krishna worship.

During the Diwali festival, special rituals are performed at the Shrinathji Temple. As part of
the traditional celebrations, cows from the Nathuwas Gaushala are brought to the temple.
Before the rituals, the cows are decorated with mehendi, colours, and peacock feathers.

One of the distinctive customs is the Govardhan Puja ritual, in which Nandvanshi cows
trample a Govardhan hill prepared from cow dung. This practice is associated with the
353-year-old tradition of Nathdwara, as reported in November 2026.
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Key Highlights

Particulars Details
Tradition Govardhan Puja and Khenkhra Utsav
Historical association |353-year-old tradition, according to news reports
Location Nathdwara, Rajsamand district
State Rajasthan
Religious association |Shrinathji Temple and Pushtimarg tradition
Special ritual Nandvanshi cows trample a Govardhan hill made of cow

dung

IAssociated Gaushala |[Nathuwas Gaushala

Addit

ional celebration [Annakut Bhog

Significance of the Tradition

The tradition holds religious and cultural importance for several-reasons:

Religious Significance: It is an important part of the traditional Govardhan Puja
celebrations associated with Shrinathji Temple.

Cultural Preservation: It represents a centuries-old custom that continues to be
observed in Nathdwara.

Importance of Cows: The ritual highlights the religious and cultural importance of
cows in the local tradition.

Community Participation: Devotees and local people gather to witness and
participate in the traditional celebrations.

Religious Heritage: It reflects the connection between Nathdwara's cultural identity
and the Pushtimarg tradition.

Conclusion

The 353-year-old Govardhan Puja tradition of Nathdwara is a distinctive part of Rajasthan's
religious and cultural-heritage. During the celebration, Nandvanshi cows trample a

Gova

rdhan hill made from cow dung as part of the traditional ritual. The festival also includes

special ceremonies at the Shrinathji Temple and the Annakut celebration. This centuries-old

custo

m reflects the importance of preserving traditional religious practices and cultural

heritage for future generations.

MCQs

Q1. Where is the 353-year-old Govardhan Puja tradition celebrated?

A) Ja

ipur

B) Nathdwara

C)Jo

dhpur

D) Bikaner
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Answer: B) Nathdwara
Q2. Nathdwara is located in which district of Rajasthan?

A) Udaipur

B) Chittorgarh
C) Rajsamand
D) Pali

Answer: C) Rajsamand
Q3. Which cows participate in the traditional Govardhan Puja ritual at Nathdwara?

A) Gir cows

B) Nandvanshi cows
C) Sahiwal cows

D) Tharparkar cows

Answer: B) Nandvanshi cows
Q4. What is the Govardhan hill used in this ritual traditionally made from?

A) Clay

B) Sand

C) Cow dung
D) Stone

Answer: C) Cow dung

Q5. The Nathdwara Govardhan Puja tradition is associated with which temple?
A) Eklingji Temple

B) Shrinathji Temple

C) Brahma Temple

D) Govind Dev Ji Temple

Answer: B) Shrinathji Temple
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Jaipur Wins State First Swachh City Award in
Swachh Survekshan 2025-26

Jaipur, the capital of Rajasthan;is recognized for its efforts towards urban cleanliness, waste
management, and sanitation. Through initiatives such as door-to-door waste collection,
public awareness campaigns, and improved sanitation facilities, the city continues to work
towards creatinga cleaner urban environment. Its cleanliness performance also highlights
the importance of citizen participation and effective municipal administration in maintaining
public hygiene.

Key Highlights

Particulars Details

City Jaipur

State Rajasthan

Capital Jaipur

Key Focus Cleanliness and sanitation
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Major Initiative Swachh Bharat Mission

Responsible Urban Body [|Jaipur Municipal Corporation

Why Is This Achievement Important?

Urban Development: Encourages better sanitation and waste management.
Public Health: Promotes hygienic surroundings and reduces pollution.

Citizen Participation: Highlights the role of residents and sanitation workers.
Healthy Competition: Motivates other cities in Rajasthan to improve cleanliness
standards.

Additional Highlight: Swachh Survekshan 2025-26

e Jaipur received the State First Swachh City Award in the 202526 survey.

e The award was presented by President Droupadi Murmu on.11 November 2026.

e The assessment focused on waste collection, segregation, sanitation, public
cleanliness, and citizen feedback.

Conclusion

Jaipur's recognition as Rajasthan's State First Swachh City reflects the collective efforts of
the municipal administration, sanitation workers, and citizens. This achievement highlights
the importance of sustainable waste management, public hygiene, and community
participation. However,;maintaining cleanliness requires continuous efforts rather than
relying only on awards. Jaipur's success can-encourage other cities in Rajasthan to
strengthen their sanitation systems and create cleaner, healthier urban environments.

MCQs

1. Which city received the State First Swachh City Award in Rajasthan in 2025-267?
A. Udaipur

B. Jaipur

C. Kota

D. Jodhpur

Answer: B. Jaipur

2. Which survey evaluates urban cleanliness in India?
A. Census

B. NFHS

C. Swachh Survekshan

D. ASER

Answer: C. Swachh Survekshan

3. Who presented the Swachh Survekshan 2025-26 awards?
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A. Prime Minister

B. President Droupadi Murmu

C. Chief Minister

D. Governor

Answer: B. President Droupadi Murmu

4. Which mission promotes urban sanitation and cleanliness?
A. Smart Cities Mission

B. Swachh Bharat Mission

C. AMRUT

D. Digital India

Answer: B. Swachh Bharat Mission

5. Which activity is essential for scientific waste management?
A. Waste segregation

B. Open dumping

C. Burning waste

D. Littering

Answer: A. Waste segregation
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