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Its border villages are being given a strong push in development under the Vibrant
Village Programme-Il by the Government of Rajasthan. As a part of this, 184
strategic villages in 5 border districts have been identified for infrastructure and
community development. The programme emphasizes the strengthening of the road
connectivity, health, education, electricity and telecom infrastructure, as well as the
generation of livelihoods, tourism, empowerment of youth, skill development,
financial inclusion and participation of the community. The programme is being
monitored by the Chief Minister Bhajanlal Sharma for the timely implementation and
effective execution of the programme. It is important to take the initiative into account
for RAS preparation because it connects the development of the border with
governors, national security, infrastructure in rural areas and the empowerment of
the society.

The following are the key features of Vibrant Village
Programme-II:

Under the programme, 184 strategic villages of Rajasthan have been identified.
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The selected villages are in 5 border districts of the state.

e Development support of ¥3 crore will be provided to each strategic village for
the development of infrastructure and community.

e The roads, health services, education facilities, electricity, television
connectivity and telecom connectivity will be among the things covered in the
development activities.

e The programme also encourages livelihood creation, tourism, culture,
awareness raising, youth empowerment and skills development.

e Self help groups, farmer producer organisations, cooperatives and asset
maintenance will also be given a boost.

e The selection of strategic villages will be carried out at the district
level.Strategic Villages will be selected at the district level.

District Strategic Villages Selected
Sri Ganganagar 68

Bikaner 46

Barmer 36

Jaisalmer 30

Phalodi 4

Total 184

A plan for future works andassociated funding is proposed.

e Development interventions have been planned in 123 villages out of the total
number of selected villages (184).
The programme has a total of 515 works with the value exceeding 3232 crore.
e A sum of %3 crore per village per year has been provided for ensuring
development and saturation of schemes in strategic villages.
e There are 3,195 villages that will be covered under 4 thematic saturation
areas in the border areas of Rajasthan.
e The four thematic areas, identified by the regional communities, are
represented by the following items:
o Road connectivity
o Telecom connectivity
o Television connectivity
o On-grid electrification
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Implementation and Monitoring Mechanism

e Committees have been established at the centre, state and district level for

effective coordination.
o Village profile verification and updating are being done.

e Gap assessment and village action plans are being prepared.
All the steps from village verification to proposal submission will be fulfilled via
the Vibrant Village Portal.

e The 184 strategic villages identified under 10 saturation sectors have already
been verified and updated with their profiles.

e A total of over 3000 out of 3195 border block villages have been verified,
while its profile was updated in 2558 villages.

e The scheme is called Mukhya Mantri Thar Border Area Development
Programme.The name of the scheme is Mukhya Mantri Thar Border Area
Development Programme.

e To meet the special requirements of international'‘border areas, the Rajasthan
government has also initiated the Mukhya Mantri Thar Border Area
Development Programme. In this programme, 1206 villages are covered
across 5 border districts for overall development. For this programme, an
outlay of 2150 crore per year has been provided. The electricity, water,
education, health, agriculture, animal husbandry, sports, tourism and
infrastructure development got more than. 1,000 works worth 2137 crore
approved in 2025-26.

Importance forRAS Exam

It is applicable to the rural development and Rajasthan government schemes.
It links border area development and internal security and strategic governance.

It points to the importance of infrastructure for enhancing the quality of life in rural
areas.

It demonstrates the potential for local livelihood and tourism, and community
participation to strengthen border villages.

It is helpful in respect of administration, governance, innovation and development of
Rajasthan.

Conclusion

The goal of the Vibrant Village Programme-Il and the Mukhya Mantri Thar Border
Area Development Programme is to make the villages at the Thar border a model of
the development, security and confidence in Rajasthan. These projects will help
build infrastructure, connect regions, expand livelihoods and enhance the provision
of public services, which will result in improved border areas and local communities.
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e How many villages are selected for development under Vibrant Village
Programme-Il in Rajasthan?

a. 1206
b. 3195
c. 184

d. 515
Answer: ¢

Explanation : Under Vibrant Village Programme-Il, 184 strategic villages of 5 border
districts of Rajasthan have been selected. These villages will be given the support in
the following areas, which will help in their infrastructure and community
development: Roads, Health, Education, Electricity, Telecom, Livelihood generation,
Tourism and Youth empowerment and other works related to community
development at the village level.

e What is the number of the selected strategic villages under the Vibrant Village
Programme-Il in Rajasthan which has the maximum number of villages?

a. Sri Ganganagar
b. Barmer

c. Jaisalmer

d. Phalodi
Answer: a

Explanation: Sri Ganganagar has 68 villages under the programme, the most in the
state. The next biggest district is Bikaner with 46 villages, followed by Barmer, 36
villages, Jaisalmer, 30 villages and Phalodi, 4 villages. There are 184 strategic
villages selected in total.

e Which of the following is covered under four thematic saturation areas of border
block villages of Rajasthan?

a. Space research
b. Metro rail connectivity
c. Coastal shipping

d. On-grid electrification
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Answer: d

Explanation : Under the programme, 3,195 villages in four thematic saturation areas
of border blocks in Rajasthan will be covered. These include road connectivity,
telecom connectivity, television connectivity and on-grid electrification. The emphasis
is not on sectors such as metro rail, coastal shipping or space research, but border
villages with their basic infrastructure and connectivity.
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Rajasthan Police Special Campaign
“Umang-VIl" against Child Labour
and Child Trafficking
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Rajasthan Police Special Campaign
“Umang-VIl"
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A state-wide special drive against child labour, bonded child labour and human
trafficking of child labourers will be carried out by the Rajasthan Police under the
banner of “Umang-VII” from 1st June to 30th June 2026. The campaign will be
carried out on the directions of DGP Rajeev Kumar Sharma. It primarily aims to
combat serious social problems like child labour, child trafficking and to save and
rehabilitate children affected. This campaign has significance for the preparation of
RAS as it is related to child protection, policing and social justice, legal enforcement,
inter-departmental coordination and human rights-based governance in Rajasthan.

Key Features of “Umang-VII" Campaign

The campaign will be conducted in the entire Rajasthan State from 1 June
2026 to 30 June 2026.

It will be on the focus of child labour and child bonded labour and human
trafficking involving children.

The campaign will be carried out as per instructions of DGP Rajeev Kumar
Sharma.

ADG Police Havasingh Ghumariya, Civil Rights and Anti-Human Trafficking
has given detailed instructions.

Police Commissioners, Range IGs, Deputy Commissioners of Police, District
Superintendents of Police, GRP Ajmer and GRP Jodhpur have been asked to
be sensitive and coordinate.
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The principal is to save trafficked children, identify the
criminals and rehabilitate the rescued children.

District-Level Nodal Officers

e Additional Superintendent of Police rank officer will be designated as Nodal
officer in every district.

e District Superintendents of Police are asked to liaise with all departments and
stakeholders that fall under their jurisdiction in connection with the campaign.

e Coordination meeting will be held with Social Justice and Empowerment
Department, Women and Child Development Department, Labour
Department, Child Rights Department, Child Welfare Committees, shelter
homes, children's homes and non-governmental organisations.

A District plan will be developed to enhance the effectiveness of rescue and
rehabilitation action.

Police Station-Wise Rescue Teams

e Police station-wise special rescue teams will be established in all districts.

e A rescue team will consist of 4 Police officers and 1 Sl or ASI.

o These teams will receive special training before the beginning of the
campaign.

e The training will improve the identification of cases of child labour and
trafficking by teams.

e This will also include women and child development department
representatives, social welfare department representatives, child rights
department representatives, child welfare committee and NGOs
representatives.

e This will increase the sensitivity, coordination and child friendliness of rescue
and rehabilitation activities.

Screening at Vulnerable Locations

e Screening will be done at hotels, dhabas, brick kilns, factories, railway
platforms, bus stands, religious places, uninhabited dhabas and temporary
settlements at the highways.

e Children who are found in these areas will be noted and all of their information
will be documented.

o Photographs and videography will be done wherever required.

e When any child is discovered missing or is suspected to be a victim of human
trafficking, action will be taken immediately.

e All children will be medically examined if they are rescued.

They will also be checked on their mental state, if necessary.
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Role of Child Welfare Committees

Iron

The concerned Child Welfare Committee will receive rescued children.
Details will be gathered regarding the parent(s) and family of rescued
children.

Attention will be given to reuniting children with their families if possible.
Immediately, the other state and local police stations will be notified in cases
of minor children being brought from other states.

Fist action against trafficking networks.

Child labour and child trafficking will be linked to organised gangs.

Such gangs will be strictly dealt with in accordance with the law.

The night-stay places of children will be also visited to determine if there are
any structures of child trafficking.

In the case of trafficking in persons, proceedings will follow the provisions of
Sections 143, 144, 145, 146, 98 and 99 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita.
Similarly, action will be taken with regards to Sections 75 and 79 of the
Juvenile Justice Act, 2015.

Provisions of the Child Labour Prohibition Act, 1986 will also be enforced
tightly.

Importance for RAS Exam

The campaign is applicable for topics of Rajasthan Administration and
Policing.

It links child protection and social justice/human rights.

It demonstrates how inter-departmental coordination can be used to address
social issues.

It emphasizes the value of protection, rehabilitation and litigation in the
protection process.

It will be helpful for'questions of internal security, vulnerable sections,
governance and law enforcement.

Conclusion

The “

Umang-VII” campaign is a manifestation of the "zero tolerance" policy of

Rajasthan Police with respect to child labour, child bonded labour and child
trafficking. The campaign will seek to save the lives of vulnerable children and
punish offenders and organised trafficking networks, through rescue, legal
enforcement, departmental coordination, medical care and rehabilitation.
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e How many days Rajasthan police is conducting a special campaign called
“‘Umang-VII"?

a. 1 May to 31 May 2026
b. 1 June to 30 June 2026
c. 15 June to 15 July 2026
d. 1 July to 31 July 2026
Answer: b

Explanation : This special campaign, named “Umang-VII™is being organised by
Rajasthan Police in the state from 1 June to 30 June, 2026. The campaign seeks to
be proactive in the fight against child labour, child bonded labour and child trafficking.
It will be directed towards coordinated efforts of police, government departments and
child protection institutions to perform rescue, legal action and rehabilitation of
affected children.

2. At the District level, who will be the nodal officer for effective implementation of
“‘Umang-VII"?

a. Deputy Superintendent of Police

b. Station House Officer

c. Additional Superintendent of Police
d. Police Constable

Answer: ¢

Explanation : It is explained that an Additional Superintendent of Police will be
appointed as the nodal officer in each district, for its successful implementation as
part of “Umang-VII". This officer will assist in coordinating action in the district level
with various departments and organisation including labour department, women and
child development department, child welfare committee, shelter homes and NGOs.

3.Which of the following places will be screened for “Umang-VII*?

a. Hotels, dhabas, brick kilns, factories, railway platform or bus stands
b. The government schools and government colleges.

c. Only district courts and police headquarters

d. Only hospitals and medical colleges in the country are allowed to provide such
facilities.
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Answer: a

Explanation: Screening will be done at vulnerable centre like Hotels, Dhabas, Brick
kilns, factories, railway platforms, bus stand, religious places, highway side Dhabas
and temporary settlements during the “Umang-VII” campaign. These locations are
significant as bonded labourers, children at risk of labour exploitation, and children
trafficking could be identified here. The campaign will help to identify these children
and take further legal and rehabilitation measures.
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Mewar’s Koftgiri Art Gains Global
Recognition through PM’s Gift to
UAE President
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Mewar’s
Koftgiri Art

Gains Global
Recognition

through PM’s Gift
to UAE President

The renowned Koftgiri art, in the murad era from Mewar, has gained global
prominence once again since the Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi,
presented a handmade Golden Koftgiri Dagger of Udaipur from Mewar to His
Holiness the President of United Arab Emirates. The dagger is handcrafted at a
workshop of the Sikligar Arts in'Savina area of Udaipur. Koftgiri is a unique traditional
fine inlay technique in gold and silver on metal surface. The art has been long fought
for and finally received a Gl tag in-2021. It is significant in the context of the
implementation of the RAS because it ties up the traditional art, the traditional
techniques, the Gl-tagged products, the artisans and the promotion of the art at the
international level.

Key features,of Kaftgiri Art are as follows:

e Koftgiri is.an ancient craft of metal that is related to Mewar and Udaipur.

e ltis fine inlaying of gold and silver on to metal articles.

e In the ancient times, this artwork was used on weapons, swords, daggers of
the Rajasthan.

e The process of making Koftgiri pieces includes traditional work of metal
engraving, inlay work of fine wire and fine carving of traditional designs.

e |t takes months of hard work and highly skilled craftsmanship to create the
craft.

In 2021, Koftgiri art was given a Geographical Indication tag.
e The president of the United Arab Emirates was given the Golden Koftgiri
dagger.The Golden Koftgiri dagger was presented to the UAE President.
e President of UAE received a Golden Koftgiri Dagger from Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, which was made in Udaipur.
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e The dagger was handcrafted in the workshop of Sikligar Arts, Udaipur,
Savina.

e |t was a special order sent from the Prime Minister's office via the District
Collector's office for the dagger.

The completed dagger was passed through the
administration.

e The handmade Omani dagger is worth approximately ¥ 1 lakh.

e It was made with traditional methods, exquisite workmanship and months of
work.

Metal Craft Project is a part of Sikligar Community.

e \Weapon making and metal work are part of the ancient past of the Sikligar
people.
These craftsmen used a special steel instrument to polish swords in the past.
They were so skilled at polishing swords that a man's face could be seen in
them.

e Hence the name of the community was Sikligar due to this traditional skill.

Importance for RAS Exam

The topic is relevant with respect to the Rajasthan Art and Culture.
It is helpful for the questions related to Gl tags and traditional handicrafts.
It demonstrates the potential of the local art of Rajasthan in cultural
diplomacy.

e |t accentuates the role of the artisan communities as conservators of the
heritage.

e It brings togetherlocal craftsmanship and promotes international recognition
and heritage.

Conclusien

Udaipur's Golden Koftgiri Dagger given to the President of the UAE has brought into
limelight the art of Koftgiri in Mewar. The recognition reinforces the identity of the
crafts of Rajasthan having Gl tag and also emphasises the need to protect the
artisan based craft heritage. It also illustrates the potential of traditional arts to be a
force of cultural diplomacy, of international goodwiill.

MCQs

e Which is the traditional art of Mewar, which made the news overseas after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi presented a handmade dagger to the UAE President?
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a. Phad painting
b. Koftgiri art

c. Blue pottery
d. Thewa art
Answer: b

Explanation : The art of Mewar was also known around the world after the President
of the United Arab Emirates received a handmade Golden Koftgiri Dagger from
Prime Minister Narendra Modi from Udaipur. Koftgiri is a rare traditional art of the
inlaying of fine gold and silver on metal articles like weapons, swords and daggers.

e Which year was Koftgiri art given a Gl tag?
a. 2019

b. 2020

c. 2021

d. 2023

Answer: c

Explanation : In 2021, after much effort, Koftgiri art was given the hallmark of
Geographical Indication. The importance of the Gl is that it could identify and protect
traditional regional products and crafts. For Koftgiri, it is an addition to the recognition
of the historical metal craft of Mewar and also adds to its cultural and economic
value.

3.In the context of Koftgiri Art, which community is traditionally associated with
weapons and metal crafts?

a. Sikligar community
b. Bishnoi community
c. Kalbeliya community
d. Meena community
Answer: a

Explanation : The Sikligar community is the traditional weapons and metal craft
community. This community's tradition of sword polishing and working with metal
objects goes back for generations, according to the news. Their craft of polishing
swords to a dazzling finish has been a part of their identity as Sikligars and is
connected to the Koftgiri craftsmanship.
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